Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



^ta TaV.t "Ion maKa.mma^^ lrf(J^a:^T 



THE 



TRAVELS 



OF 



MIRZA ABU TALEB KHAN, 



IN • - ' 



ASIA, AFRICA, AND EUROPE, 



^ 



DURING THE YBARS 

1799, 1800, 1801, 1802, AND 1803. 



rrniTTEN by himself, in the Persian language. 



Translaied by 

CHARLES STEWART, Esq. M.A.S. 

PROFESSOR OF ORIENTAL LANGUAGES 
IN THE HON. BAST-INDIA COMPANY'S COLLEGE, HERTS. 



VOL. 11. 



Printed by R, ITatts, Broxbowm, Herts : 

AND SOLD BY 

LONGMAX, HURST, REES, AND ORME, LONDON. 



1810. 



TRAVELS 



OF 



MIRZA ABU TALEB KHAN. 



CHAP. xvn. 

Description of the Courts of Law in London---^ 
of English Juries — of the Judges and Lawyers. 
The Author prosecuted by a tailor^ — his reflect 
tions and determination thereon-^ Censures the 
establishment of English Courts of Judicature 
in India — Anecdote of a Witness. Ambigyitif^ 
of the English Law — Remedy proposed by th9 
Author. 

In London, there are several public courts of 
justice, each of which has its particiilar de- 
partment, and separate judges. The court in 

which criminals are tried is called the Old Bailey.. 

B2 






4 y.flPHE TRAVELS OF 

As I had the happiness to be acquainted 
with several of the judges of '. this court, and 
was anxious to obtain some insight of En- 
glish jurisprudence, I frequently attended their 
sittings*.^ 

• The iirst circumBtance that attracted my 
atfaetntion^ and consequent applause of the 
English kwj was the right wbii^ every British 
subject possesses, of being tried by a jury. 
These juries are composed of twelve lespectable 
ipb^itant^ of the city, and, being summoned 
t^.atlefid- without having aay previous Ui- 
fiahnation of the sjulJQCt to be tried, or any 
opportunity of . cotvrersing: with : the parties, 
opi»e into court .perfectly disinterested 0nd 
lAKibl^ssfed : tbi^y th^d take i an oath to act 
itpp^aily, and to decide according . to. the 
evidence. It is the duty of the jury to attend 
sbniptttousiy to the whole of the proceedingsf 
audi particularly to theteieaiDiQaliion of the* wit- 
nesses,- both by the coiinsellors and the jiKlge :^ 
t%y aiie then to deterini^e^whjQther the person 
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acawed; is:, giailtyi .<r »not^*of the crirae laid 
to his jbhargee. ^Ifrtlkej/ttftfeiinaiiifinKxaflfn^ 
optiidite}) iSbjb aflfair lis tnim^tatdly deterAiicMfdl 
and the )adge profiquildres the senbeftce^oftUt 
law ; but if they are of contrary opinions, th^ 
are locked up in an ac^oining apartment, lintil 
th^ cQfee to a decision on' the case; ' »N^tArith4 
standir^ this is the boasted palkdhim^c^ £U4 
glish liberty, it does not appear to m* fr«e ffttiil 
imperfecticms. The judge,- being a persottf^rf 
great ccmsequence and superior abilities^ oDl^ 
knpteiS;ses^th]6 jary with such awe, thaty if K^ 
is^inclitied to pads ai} unjust sentence, he eaii^ 
ifi his i«itiEfipre(ati6n of the laWj and hit 
address: to thc^^ dictate what they ar^ to dot 
1^ have frequently seen tiie judge reprehend 
flie jury fewr their decisions, and seoii' the* 
batdik, once or twice, to reconsider theft* 
raniict. If, by the abot^ mean^, the Judge 
cas^* faring a few of the- Jury over to his 
(pinion, he can fn^ten the rest, by threal«> 
ening to lock them up without Ifood; while he 
and ti^d lawyers retine .frdm the c6urt, and 



rtfittb thenrtiKries; for i:hree or four hottrs. 
JVom the above ctrcumstarice^ it af^iears to 
ttici, tbkt the decision in all cases depends ritoi** 
iftfi^ ihe^judge than on the jury: ■ ^ 



The English judges are doubtless men of 

the 'strictest honditr and probity, and, being 

ftidependenl both in their fortunes iand situa- 

ti6ri, are above all temptation to act unjustly; 

*fcut the laws bfeing cxcessi^^ely voluminous, 

ttid in many instances either contradictory or 

obscure, the lawyers, whose only income 

arises from their practice (that is, the fees they 

teceive from the plaintiff ati4 defendant), ehdea- 

iwnr to delay the decision of the business 'as 

'Irauch as possible, and frequently prevail" oh 

iSie ju^e to postpone the trial to another yeaf : 

in this manner, civil cau£;es )are often carried on 

for twenty years, to the ruin of both parties. 

l* other instances, the judges allow the liwyers 

'^feS puzzle aild intimidate the witnessife,^ insfldi 

i^'msinner^ that it is impossible for a person, 

miaccustomed to their proceedings, to give his 



4&)U^]f ce jporrec% ; and it sQijqieXiQ;^^: Ji^p^«V| 

sellor, whd, to serve hijij cliient, wiU^|:^j:^dQrtaJlf|e 
to prove that black is white. 

,. I v^as disgusted to observe^ that> .iot^bejfe 
courts, law very often : overrule^ ^^qiaiQ^v -^i^ 
that a well-meaning honest man \y.a4,fr.^aue(]^ 
u^ade the dupe of an artful knave ^. nor covjl^ 
.the njiosl: rightepus judge .alter the^^dcQisicf^, 
jwtiiip.ut tfa^gressing theja\y, .. ,., ,,.^, 



«• '-.it ■ % ■ -« 



r 1 , myself .had the misfortune to acquire , a 
,|itUe^^xp€5rience in this way. Having purchase 
,^m^ clcM^h;^ I agreed; with a tailor to malice 

ipe a -W^ fox ten shillingSi.. Althou^ tbq«B ' 
^eirq two witnesses present, and I even had the 

^^pfienj: in his ow^i h?.nd-writing, Jhp,deai|^ 
^^t^. ;afKi .sent me a bill ..for tweiity shilling^ 
J^^ye him the ten, but refused to pay him my 

Xftprq: he s^id it was well, he should cqmpJain 
.1^9 the; courj;. of justice, an4 oniake njue pay the 



MSi^inde^. V He wentimn^ and [Hrocured 

H^^MHrnnop^ lot me to appeal*, but thia he- iieve# 
tieltverod ; . and, ^dfiter a <s6rtain time^ pfoduoai 
^decree from oH€^-of ttie courts, owterii^ m^ 
immediately to pay the ten shillings, and ^ 
fartfe^r fine of six shillings, for not having 
riK3iod th^ immjOiciis^. This I thou^' actfeme 
ii^Ustice, and consolted^one of my friends^ whd 
trk^an: alitoniey) «^t I 'sliould do. He replied, 
WfAithoiigh- the ease 4s very hard, you must 
^'wnmediaiely pay the money: you may then sue 
him for having withheld the gummoti^,^ tnd-for 
having, by that means, obtained an unjust de- 
^* aoBnon against you*** I was however^ perfectly 
jntisfied with the* experi^nie^ I had already 
igainedy and qusetly <f)aid . the money. \ After 
Ifaat transaction, - whenever any unjtist.claixB 
imsi made on me^ I. endeavoured. to <soi&pn3mi9e 
^kf^ matter, by offering to pay a third, or>a half^ 
.«f the ampunt ; and, ^ as my adversaides^^fouad 
it troublesome to go backward and fortvdr(^;ia 
attendance on the court, they were, in general, 
rtaspnahle enough to comply, .with my. -Wishes. 
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Em^ifiiki^' ii(^^ settle mA 

» » • • • 

I totrm^ pass o^r -tkie (^pportumtjl^-idf 
lineely expresftii^ my' sentknents ' wkh^ reepttbft 
to the establishment c^ Jftnti^h ^urts o£'bw 
in India ; whieh, I contend, are converted to the 
Very -worst of purposes^ and^ unless an alteration 
tiikQ$ place iU' the system, will some time' or 
o^er prodtice the most sinjister consdqu^nces.'^ 









\ c In ■• Calcutta, few months elapse &at icmxt 
^e^)e(4able and westlthy man is not attacjced 
i^.the harpies who $iirarm round thecbin^ 
of judicature- Various ire th^ir mode^. -of 
fixtorting money ; and in^ny 6f thfcm h»vc 
^bqfaired such fortunes, by these tie&ricM 

• • • • t 

boicons, aa to Kve in great splendour^ and quite 
eclipse the ancient ^milies. >. 

I ••.♦•■. - ■ • . . ' iUi 

» . ■ • . ■ .1 

-? .Their general mode of proceeding is thit^: 



4bcjn>.iinder yB jiQtiJtiQus n^m^ piw-fch^^ a )a^g§ 
^antity «jf goods^ pq c^^it, .from ^bine ^^tiy ^ 
ind^vif. au4 wben^the time of payrrient afjrive^, 
4ki^ temgi:fi»^afd .false witnesses, , to , prove 
^aV^tfe^^erch^dise was bought for half tl^e 
q8ri<»D;t<^^a^. :agraed oa. 

fclji.AnQther.modie of .acquiring money, is by 
^igfateamg .people, with the terrors of the 
dSv^i^h. I^wy They .first, make a de^an4,,Qp 
,$/p(tnsQa for J* iarge sum of mopey, which they 
(^y is, owing to thep), jeither by , himself ^ op hi^ 
4BLth<it; to prove which, they frequently fo;ge 
iamis. If he. is alarmed, ^ikI comprQ):ni.ses th^ 
^Batter.with them, it is well ; but if he dii|p\i^§ 
itheir claim, they proceed to the court,^ ^lp4> ' 
'^i)j the. most hardened and, vilknous mai^ijg^ 
Ifptafceoath, or twenty oaths if requisite,, that s^di 
^j|::?person owes them 50,000. rupees (j^.O^^SQ)^ 
'«ftd is. about to abscond to one of theforeigp 
j©lH:tlem^iUs \yi thin twenty miles .of ,, Calcutta. 
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A ^mtttims is instantly issued ^^^ aad die l^rsdii 
2U3cuse3v being seiised and braught to the 
e^^attf^ 19 tdld^ he must either < give kum^iat^ 
iecurity for a lac of rupees {£^\^^00\'Mti^i^ 
to jail : if he is fortunate enough^^ toi'lM?e 
t)pulent friends^ who wili= iflMtwsdi^tdy optnte 
to his assistance, and give thdr ^sedmityy-hfe 
may escape the disgrace of being ^'<^ftnried*iili^ 
prison, on condition of agreeing to attend on 
the day of trial: if> on that duy^he^* should 
{Etrrive in the court au'hour too .late, he^j^ls 
"filled, perhaps ft hundred Or two Hundi^ 
pdimds; but if he shduldy l^ any aceidenl, 
1i%lfect to attend, his securities are obliged to 
^y the whole of the lac of rupees. Iliese 
'drcumstances are all very distressing to a native 
"of India, unacquainted with the Engli^ laws 
^iftd customs ; and many of them, rather than 
haVe the trouble and run the risk, willingly 
pay a sum' of money: but if the person 
abcused is a resolute man, who determines 
^ go through the whole process, he is obliged 
to employ an attorney, who understands not 
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tt^iiferoid of bis :language^ and to entnist art im*r 

'pfktast ooDcenirin the hands qf a counsellior, 

irtioxn i» catmot understand^ but through the- 

Imodium 'X)£.:M Intierpreter ; 'and the attomoy, 

not' being. {laid by tfaeyear^ month, ondajr^ as 

i^tjyie.cufitomtof IiuMa, nmkes what charges 

he p}eil8e^ ;and postpones the trial till it Buit« 

iKi^'^bnvQiutiisiee. Afteralap^of manyinontfass 

109 ipediaps years, the cause comes on ; and if 

3tl|ii9< defeiidant is fbrtunabe enough to prove 

lihat^^the plaintifF and his witnesses have pert- 

'jwed themselves^ Jbe oj^tdinp a; verdict in his 

fevpur, and the plaintiff is ordered tO: pay the 

xosts of suit. It frequently happens^, that ;the 

plmntifF, aw^re of the events absconds: on tht 

day of trial : if he does not, he may be arsested 

fori the amount of the costs, and carried 

'to jail: he there pleads poverty, and the. 

defendant, aft^ such injuries, is obliged^ to 

fpgy him a weekly allowsmce; in feilure of 

which, the ^scouncfarel is liberated, and again 

let loose on the world, to recommence Ms 

'Villanies. 



Hitherto V im^ bftvertfJb^ 4^ 
sid^i.c^^die qu^tkm.^ . fiat r suppose the do<^/ 
febd^Qtfi'Uiiable to give «murity}«£)r » ilargs/ 
a f um; of 4n0]liey : He is detaided^ the. firsli'da^ ; 
ID tb^ court-house, under dbarge of thet*cofistttK« 
ble^ ; whezei* if he is a Htflxloo^ faectonot etJt;i 
and if a Mohamiiiedany he! ui precluded fr^m^' 
perfovming the duties of Ins rdigpiHk ' ,7he'» 
fgliowing day, he is oarried to the game pfifKMt 
io which the felons are confined, . to the gr^fll^ 
disgrace of himself and &mily: there' he i^i 
evoery. night shut Up in a dark ahd hot celli < 
where he lingei« ^for niontlii^- Mahy aite^the^ 
respectable persons who die under sudi' 
misfort'unes, before the trial comes on. If 
the supposed debtor . survive till the day 
cifiirtiriai arrives^ he is then conveyed,, .ii^dep* 
a. iguard, to the court, wiiere, probably,, the 
piaiixttff plays the same^ tricks as - before' 
described;' and the- ' only* cbnsolMiot^ thei 
pDor rman receives,: is, ^ that > the court ane* 
\iery sorr^ he should have sutiSered so much' 
trouble. , * 
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^' The hardships and inconvenience ^whk;h wit^ 
nesses^so sufTcar, when summoned to Calditta, 
are.66 greats that no man in India will nowgiv^ 
^fv^kintaiy! evidence in any cause. Thewitnes^e^ 
ire '^metimes : brought down the country 
a: joionth's journey ; they are then detained five 
or iSoxL months in Calcutta : when broughtinto 
eimrt/ they are kept standing for two or three 
bourci ; and if puzzled by the various questions 
ax^QCoss^uestioning of the lawyers and judges/ 
they are then accused of being liars;. and 
obliged to return bon^^ at their own expense, 
iFithout any remuneraUon :for their : loss of 
time and trouble. 

' . ' . • • . ..•■":■■ 

An anepdote is related of a clever woman, 
who, having been summoned to give evidence 
before the court of judicature in Calcut^ 
deposed that such a circumstance occurred in 
lier presence. The judge asked where it hap^ 
pened : she replied. In the verandah of such a 
house. " Pray, my good-woman," said the j udge, 
^^ how many pillars are there in that verandah ? ** 
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IS 



TJlw woman, not percemikg the triap that was 
Uudife^ her^ saidy/without inpiuch cxffisideratiotQ 
that the verandah was supported by four piHartC 
The counsel for the opposite party immediately 
offered 'to prove that the verandah contained 
five pillars, and that, consequently,- lio^ credit 
couJd be given to her evidericej Thewonmny 

4 

perceiving her error, addressed the jtidge, ^ )BUUt 
said, "My lord, your lordship has^fdr :^ filafiy^ 
•years presided in this court, and every- daj)^^* 
that you come here, ascend a flight of stairs^ 
•may I beg to know how many steps these stairs 
** consist of ?•' The judge confeased he did not 
know : " Then," replied she, " if your lordshifi 
" cannot tell the number of steps you ascend 
^tdafly to the ,y<?tt^ of Justice^. it cannot be 
^6.8Stonishing that I should forget the number 
"i;of pillars in a balcony, which I never entered 
' ^hhsdf a dozen times in ipy life." - The judge 
was (hliich pleased with, the woman*^ wit, and 
(fcddi^d in fevoua* of her party. '■■■"- 



a. 



u 



(6 



' .1 



■-.=.'». 



*f 



|n\«hort, the amlMguity of the- English 
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.V 



so numejrpu^,^^ to provip a sQia^ce of a^jj^j^ 
to thqs^ ^p am im&>rtuna]te enough to h^i^ 
afly cQHO^n with it pr tliepa. ^ ^ ,^' 

i;.. ^ , , ..-. . .■ ^ ,, '1-1. -..T „ .^ 

jAp ; j^ pi^y not appear feir or can^ ^ 
o^nfyji^^ ai^iy, system so fr^ly, .without ilii:eiH 
d^g^Qur to pc^pt out spiiie r^^edy tp correct 
ito . d^£^s> r ^h£(U here take tlie liberty of 
syg^^a^^i!^ $ few h^^ts, ^^i^^l^ I thinks iivgjbttf 

to 

!?«: u^^oUy applied. . : ■ . / - 

' ■■•' ■• '■-■,. tt •.•■■' •* •'•■ 

.For many years. s^Ster the establjj^hiixeiit pf 

the Mohammecjan religioiu eyefy perapB pleaded 

hia own cause; aod the c^ie6> being then 

men of great, l^rning atid sanctity, gave theip 

deciaioiis gratuitously. 

As th& English j,udg^ are at present paid 
from the public funds, and therdbre cannot- 
benefit themselves by prolon^g suite, I re- 
commend, that the counsellors, attornies, &c, 
sl;iall be placed on a similar footing, and t^at 
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they ^hall not receive any fee or bribe, from the 
litigating parties, under a severe penalty. In 
6rder to defray the expense of this establish- 
ment, either let a small additional tax be laid 
on the nation at large, or a duty of so much 
f& -cent, be levied on all litigated ^operty. 
By this plan, I iam Qonvinced that the numbeir 
and length of suits wobld be much cuftK^}ed> 
the time of the witnesses wotdd be save^' tl^ 
law wovdd be purified from those impeifectiod^ 
which are now a reproach to it, * and th^ courts 
purged of those pettifogging lawyers, who are 
a disgrace to their prdfeS^oni 



] 



- » -► 
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CHAP. xvm. 

Qi^ f^e finances of England. Mode of assessing 

^' the Taxes. Government Loans. Natioitdl 

Debt. Effects of the heavy Taxes ^ on the 

Poor, the Rich, and the Middling Clusses of 

" the People. Plan proposed by the Authchr 

for the liquidation of the National Debt. 

xK a work of this kind^ it may be expected 
1 should say something of the Finances of 
England ; but, as the system is tedious and 
complex, I shall confine myself to the principal 
points of it only. 

The pubFic revenue of England is not, as in 
India, merely raised from the land, or by duties 
levied on a few kinds of merchandise, but almost 
every article of consumptibn pays its portion. 
Hie taxes are levied by the authority^ arid 
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decrees' of Parliament. Th^y are, in general, 

so framed, as to bear lightly on the poor, and 

that every person should pay in proportion to 

his income. For tj:iis region, bread, meat, 

. ' . ' , . -' 

and coals, being articles of indispensable use, 

aice, e^epipt from duties ; bvit spirits, wipes^ &q. 
iare taxed \ery high.^ The proprietors of land 
pay Qne fifth of their r^nts, besides the t^nth 
of its produce tq the clergy.. The rich .are 
taiged for every dog, horse, and maA-seryant, 
they keep : they are ako obligejd to pay for 
the liberty of throwing ^our on their heads, 
and for having their arms^ (insignia of the anti- 

cjuity and rank of their family) painted on 
.^heir carriages, &c. Since the commencemerU: 

^f the present war, a new law has been 

•■'■j '. ■•' i * ■ ■ '...•■ ^ ,• . ■ . . ^. 

framed, compelling every person to pay, an- 
nually, a tenth of his whole income. Most of 
^hese taxes are permanent, but some of them are 
^c^nged at the pleasure of Parliament. 

•■i •-■; «'^ . • .. ■ : . . ;■ ; • . ■ 

i When the Chancellor of the Exchequer 

discovers, that the revenue is npt equal to the 

c 2 
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Estimate of the expenses for the foHo*m^g 
year, he does not increase the taxes to Supply 
the deficiency, but, by a refinement in fiYiance, 
he borrows the amount, on Governmeht decu- 
f^ity!, and increases the duty upon some particular 
article of consumption, an eighth, or a tenth 
jpart, Whicih' Suffices to pay the interest of the 
slirri so borl-owed. At first sight, it appears^ 
that ia additional duty, levied upon any par- 
ticular article, wduld b^ an injury to the 
vender of it : the fact is, however, quite the 
contrary ; for the vender, under pretence of 
realizing the duty, enhances the price of the 
commodity in a greater proportion than h 
requisite, and thus becomes a gainer by the 
circumstance, while the whole burthen of the 
tta falls upon the consumers. 

*rhis system of Grovemment loans com- 
menced about a hundred years a;go : and as the 
Bxu'plus revenue, during peace, has never been 
equal to the discharge of the debt cbhtrabted 
during a war, the national d^bt hai been 



g^u^JJy Jncreasiag;^ . ;8ind now amounts to thg 
e^Q^Q^Qus sum of same hundreda pf millions. 
^ it ^l^m happens th^t any part pf tbisj del^ 
i^ paid off, it appears extraordinary t^t pepple 
^ip^r wiUiijg , to lend their money on, sy^. term?, 
|)ayticHlarly when the annual interest, if Ufj^t 
flf^ore than five or six per cent^ : But the st^te 
of the case, I conceive, is this. The mpn^^ 
capital, in England far exceqd^ the _amoijfj[t 
required for carry irig on t)ie commerce of the 
jiation: and as the legal int^est of money is 
lirait^ to five per cent by law^ the bankers 
prefer lending it Xo Qovernment, pn these 
terms, rather than to individuals, upon indiffe^ 
j.xfnt security: and although they have no bopi^ 
of ever being repaid by the borrowers, yet Iw 
this ideal property received such sanation by 
time, and the regular payment of the interest 
every six months, that a number of persons 
are ^ways ready to purchase the Government 
bonds from ,them> even at an advaiiced pride. 
;,Xh^ amount of the debt is however become so 
j^ppnjio^js, ftiat thq payment of the interest, in 
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addition to the current expenses of the empire, 
i& severely felt by every person in the ivaAip^^ 
It is^ therefore inipossible that this system call 
pointioue uuich longer. The poor^ being exempt 
fto^m flcjost of the taxesy do not feel the severity 
pf : th^m^ ep^cept in the price of provisions anfj 
clothes ; and the rich have it in their power to 
avoid many of the taxes, by dispensing with the 
u^. of some of the articles of luxury : but the 
middling classes of people, who have been 
^^:cnstomed to live in a certain degree of comr 
fort and respectability, feel more severely than 
others the pressure of the times. Th^y hav^ 
already greatly curtailed their expenses ^ and 
they cannot further reduce their estahlishr 
ments^ without descending into a lower rank 
pf life than they and their ancestors have been 
accustomed to move in. 

This subject is well understood by some pf 
their most intelligent politicians, who hay/e 
calculated, that if the whole surfece of botti 
islands was covered with, gold, it woiald nqt 
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stiffide to pay off the iidtionaC debt. 'Birt aS thes* 
gtrtdfeitien have riot yet pointed out any remedy 
for tins evil^ I shall take the Kberty 6fgivii1g a 
fer^ hirits on the subj6<it, th^J adoptidtt df %hkli 
irtay perhaps avert a calamity, that^ 1^ ferfefce^ 
Will orie day overwhelm ^ Great Britain^ fend Isy 
her glories in oblivion. 



'. ■-•• f ~ * -^ 



Let the creditors of Government be jfe^etii- 
bled, in the presence of the Parliament ; ailrf 18t 
the Minister, clearly and dispassioriately, explain 
to them, that the state of aflairs is arrived A 
Siicfi a crisis, that it is impossible the iiatibik 
can continue longer to pay the amount of tlfe 
enorrfibus taxes which oppress them; that a 
iievoliition is to be apprehended; that the first 
•a6t of the leaders of the revolution certainly 
will be, to cancel the national debt, and that the 
rich may consider themselves fortunate if left 
ih po^ession of their real wealth ; that the 
^^lonal debt, being thus cancelled, they, the 
iteditbrs; 'will lose tfie whole of their property 
Hhvest^iii the funds ; that therefore if ViH be 



Hiuch wiser to enter into an ' immediate coni- 
pfomise^ and relinquish a part. For instance ; 
ihose5 who have been receiving inUre^t frdm the 
flation for a'great number of years, shall give 
np half their claim ; those, who have received 
interest for a moderate number of years, shall 
yield a third of their demand ; and those, whose 
bonds are of a late date, shall relinquish a 
quarter of the amount* Now, as the creditors 
of Government are all rich persons, and, besides 
their property in the funds, possess great 
wealth, in gold, silver, merchandise, houses, 
and lands, there can be no doubt, if they 
were convinced of the danger of a revolution, 
by which they would risk much more fatal 
consequences, they would immediately comply 
with this requisition. By this plan the 
. national debt would, in one day, be decreased 
at least one half. The Parliament should then 
curtail every unnecessary expense, and apply, 
each year, the surplus revenue to the payment 
of the remainder of the debt. By such means, 
in twenty or thirty years, the whole of the debt 
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would be liquidated ; some of the most oppres-*. 
sive taxes might be immediately abolished, 
and others gradually relinquished; provisions 
would, in consequence, become cheaper ; and 
the people be rendered happy, and grateful to 
their Government. . . 
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The -jiuthor apologizes fertile censure he is 
obliged to pass on the English character. He 
itccuses the Common People of want of religion 
and honesty, and the Nation at large of a 
blind confidence in their good fortune, also 
of cupidity. A desire of ease, one of their 
prevailing defects. Picture of a London Gen^ 
ilefnan. The English irritable, bad economists 
of their time, and luxurioits. The advantages 
of simplicity, exemplified in the histories of 
the Arabs and Tartars. The English vain 
of their acquirements in learned or foreign 
languages — Governed by self-interest, licen- 
tious, extravagant. An instance of mean- 
ness and extravagance united — Bad conse- 
quences of these vices. The English too strongly 

- prejudiced in favour of their own customs* . The 
Author^ s mode of defending the Mphammedtm 
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^customs. The English blind to their own 
imperfections. 

It now becomes an unplea^nt, and perhaps 
ungrateful, part of my duty, by complying with 
the po^tive desire of Lady Sp-r*—r and several 
CPther of my friends, ta mentiQa tha^e de- 
fects and vices, which, appeared to me to pervade 
the English character, but which, perh^s> only 
existed in my own imagination- If the hints 
I shall give are not applicable, I hope they will 
be uttributed to want of judgment, . rather 
than to malice or ingratitude: but if my sug- 
gestions are acknowledged to be correct, I trust 
they (the English) will thank me for my can- 
dour, and endeavour to amend their errors* 

VERSE. 

He is your friend^ who^ like a mirror^ ejihlbits all your 
defects: 

Not he, who, like a comb, covers them over with the 
hairs of flattery. 

\ ■•'■■■•■' ' . ■ ■ . ■ 

: ^ As my experience and knowledge of the 
eoxmnoii . people were chiefly acquired in 
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JU»dQn> it may, and with great ^probability^, be 
objected, that there are more viciouS pepplq to 
be found in the capital than in all the rest of 
the empire. .... .j 

^:,- Th^ first fuuLgreatest cjefept I ob^rved ip the 
jEii^JijshA . is th^ir wa^^ of feith in rejigton^ an4 
it^eir ^reat inclinatipn to philo^pphy; (atheism)* 
The eftect^ of^ these pripciplee, or rather wm J: 
qi pf incip}^^ is very con^ipicuous in the lower 
order& pf people, who are totally devoid o^ 
bowsty. They are, indeed, cautious how they 
transgress gainst the laws, from fear of puni$l^^ 
meiitj but, whenever an Qppwt^mty offers of 
purloining any thing, >vithqut the risk of detec- 
tion, they never pass it by, Th^ey are also ey^ 
on the watch to appropriate to themselves the 
^pperty of the rich, who, on this aqop^uat^ are 
obliged constantly to keep their doors shut, 
< ^nd never to permit an unknown person to 
enter them. At present, owing to the vigilance 
^f the magjiatrates, the severity ctf the^iaw3, ai*4 
^e honour of the superior classy qf Pf9£}fti,09 



'^ry b«Kf Htebhseq^fehees' are to he apprehefededS 
but^ if'ever such' htferioUi practices shoaM 
become prevalent, afod should creep in among 
the higher classes, inevitable ruin must 6nsue. ' 

The second ^fefect, most conspicuous in* the 
English character, is pride, of insolence. Puffed 
up with thdr power and good fortune for the 
last fifty years, they are not applrehensive Of 
adversity, aAd tiake no pains to ^verl it. Thus, 
When the people of London, some time ago, 
assembled in mobs, on account of the ^eat 
increase of takes and high price of prOVisicms, 
and were nearly in a state of insurrection, — 
although the magistrates, by their vigilance in 
watching them, and by causing parties of 
soldiers to patrole the streets day and night, 
ib disperse all persons whom they saw assem- 
bling together, succeeded in quieting the dis- 
turbance,- — yet no pains were afterwards taken 
tey ^radidate the evil. Some of the men in 
^J)6wer "said, it had been merely a plan of the 
tfrtificefs to dbtain higher wages (an attempt 
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frequently made by the En^ish tradesmeB)^; 
others were of opinion that no remedy, c^iuki be 
applied ; therefore no further notice was taken 
of the affair. All this, I say, betrays a blind 
confidence, which, instead of meeting the 
danger, and. endeavouring to prevent it, >vajts 
till the misfortune arrives, and then atte^nptf 
to remedy it. Such was the case with the late 
l^ijag. of Fr^ce, who took no step to oppose 
die Revolution, till it was too late. This self- 
confidence i^ to be found, more or lesSj^ in every 
Englishman: it hojvever differs much. from th^ 
pr^de of the Indians and Persians*. 



\ . 
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. Their third defect is a passion for a^ 
quiring money, and their attachmei^t to worldly 
affairs. Although these bad qualities are nq% 
so reprehensible in them, as in countries morp 
subject to the vicissitudes of fortune,; — ^bjecause; 
in England, property is so well protected Ijy 
the laws, that every person reaps the fruity 
of his industry, and, in his old age, enjoys tlje 
earnings or economy of his youth ; yet sordid 
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ahd iUiberal habits are generally .found, to 
acootopany avarice and pareimony^ and> con^ 
^equently, render the possesspr. of them oon^ 
lei^tible : on the contrary^ generosity^ if it 
does not launch into prodigality, but is guided 
hy the hand of prudence, will render, a xnao 
Respected and esteemed, 

• • • • , 

The foiu-th of their frailties is a desire of ease, 
^nd a dislike to exertion : this, however, prev^^ 
only in a moderate degree, and bears no pro- 
jKwtioii' to the; apathy and indolence of die 
smokers of opitm of Hindoostan and Con- 
stantinople; it only prevents them from per^- 
fcctirig themselves in science, and exerting 
themselves in the service of their friends, upon 
what they choose to call trivial occasions. I 
tnust, however, remark, that friendship is much 
oftener cemented by acts of courtesy and good- 
nature, than by conferring permanent obliga- 
tiotti; the opportunities of doing which can 
seHom, occur, whereas the former happen 
daily; In lyondop, I had sometimes oceaj&ion 



tb^ttotibte ray ftittid^'^ mterj^ fi^"iiifei'''tf' 
tlife adftislhh^t'bf irty- ailstSotihts i(/ith ; 'ti^ ttM-'^ 

Ittti ttKloffftfersT^btit, in every ?ri^anc^,1 ftiliittf/ 
th«; rtrth^r ttiJih bfe at €he trMabfe df ^fefoji/jii^^ 
ffefe- IWe^tffintttes^ltfftl^r, and Mtyiitg a fe\{rHvdf^s' 
irt '<hf dt^J!tefc6,^> ttiey WouW yield -to an lifi^u^ 
demtfftdy ind offer to jMiy'th^iteto* t 6b^ed' 
t03 it^'tteit^ own: expense : at the same timei^ 
an £iv^iGiii(4xy-4d^ bn^loyment <rf intierf»'^ei*^^ 
fSt^ntodiiftft)!'^ T^ieUi ^ib bonspiouoot ' in iheif eouh^* 
t»fi&iitt^> thut, falterlyi foisted frt^ trmiblihg- 
tHfeto; In thb Inspect I «^ Prtihch ^iiieli^ 
itilMMiC^teoM^ ^^i- :if> iw Iteis>' the nalastfttf^^ 
-d!^ att 'h6*ei alteinpted- to impote 6ik. trie; thfr' 
gciitkttien present always interfered, *and' c{>ltt^ 
pdkd him to do«fhe jiistiefe. ^^ - : .Uxi>:i 




Upon a cu3ps6ry observation of the 
of gentlemen inliondon, yob woald snpjjflife* 
they had a vast deal of fovisiness to attend^, tb^^ 
lifliereas, nine out of t«i, of those I *^vrlrf^ 
acquainted with at thttveist isnd of the \jb^^ 
had scarcely any thing to do; An hcjur df iW6' 



j;o^ 
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iQUn^ati^ly s^^.breaki^t jcoay. he allotted^ tp. 
bifsi)(»efisijr but the re$t of th/e day: 13 devoted tp 
visiting and pleasure. If a person calls on 
any q£ tjbtese^ gentlemen, it is more ^)^an prp-. 
b^e^^he is told by the servant,..<hia^]3Qa8^ if^ 
npt €H home ; but this is merely an idle jexcuse^- 
tQ .avoid the visits of people, whi^e biasing, 
they are either ignorant of, or do not wish toj 
h^ troubled ivitb. If the suppliant calls in 
the. morning,, and is by chanqe • admitted to 
the .master of the house, beforn he.caa tell 
half his story, he is informed, that It is Qow the 
hour of business, and a particular engagement 
io. the city requires, the gentleman*s immediate 
^t^pdance. If . he calls later in the day, the 
gentleman is just going out, to pay a visit :of 
consequence, and therefore cannot be detained : 
but if the petitioner, unabashed by such checks, 
QOfftin^es to relate his narrative, he is set down 
as^^ brute,, and never again permitted to enter 
t^ dqor^. In this instance, I again ^ay that 
the, French are greatly superior to the English ; 
they are. always courteoi^, and never betray 

TOL. II. D 



4n4 rq^rdieiisible in the EngUish • charaeteiryjb 

o- :Th§)r( fiftli'Cbfect ifi nearly. ;allifid tottho 
'fyrm^y ^wA\ i^^tfrnned Irritability of :(tein|iebL 
JjEbi^cpo^^lira. Q(t^ leads them to quartet/^ith 

imibstifidi^. cmm* ,Qf . the bad effects of thti 
i|«^to,iftr#jgprs fi^opi haw mudi. leasott 
j^pq^lfdia ;, ,but, as society can only be sa^ 
ff^^i^ by ^ui;ual .forbearance;^ > and somelinifli 
fll^ttiqg pur eyes ,pn the friilties. c^ ignor^iiBft 
«tf^u¥;^G9ends3.it><)^ten^u9e^ and 

dii^ii^ioa hetweoa ; ihc: nearest ]relati>nKS^ iwoA 
bidirries the possesdpr into dilemmas; .^cHldS 
he frequently funfls nit difficult to^exbimtitA 
himself. ■ ■•'-.. -■.■ • -■•: -..i: -^vi-^ *' 

The sixth defect of the English is their 
throwing away their time^ in i^ptngj ealin^^ 
Md dinessii^: for^ besides the itecessairyualif 
isdiiQns^ they every morning shave, atti: ddBsa 
||M|r.i h^ir ^. . thdn^ . to i aGcommodate. .themseltni 



juriodcsx^F dids^ ti-ali thid} ^^ktee^^i^vin^jf^ ^ 16 
repeated before dini^r, . and the whole of these 
tokithos inii^tir to be taken^olFmt night): so 
idM|b^iabtidei9 tiian^two tsmij^t^ lm»s tCM^b^ 
iliianiii0d«infthis ^dcout¥ti *i0^ih%)ifihi^<^t)^id 

fli/ibfttakfiusti ; ^^e&:lbiQ^:%t'dihn(i¥Y'*%tid'^^ 
three folknnn^^faourg ai^dev0ted>t(^it^^ 

liiei^TOAijpimy of the^kcfie^.' NiHg%o^^%Hft 
f^mn: up^ t^ d€iep r bo diat ih6r6 Mfjiind^ji:^ 
ris^DnifV^ outvofahet^i^tRyif^mr; W 1^^ 
8adu:}bU9ne9Si> elf 'they t^re wpMtoh^^^v^il 

Ubos waste of titne^ - titey ^N5ply^ "*^' ]^#^ is *it 
Rito be : avoid^Ai-^ t miBW»^ theinft * thtu^ t 
!l»Qiirtail iiie ntabiber of your garmemtiB ; rendat 
6^i^K)ut>, dress simple i wear^ your beards ; and 
^* give up less of your, time to eating, drinkit^ 
" and sleeping/' 

-u 1 Ibeir- seventh defd6t is a -huQinous manner 
oCJiymg^^^: vidiich theiF wants l^re inore^aeli 
jb-Jmncbed^fold^ Pbser^Ee ti]lei^ kitdhena^ ISted 
wtb^wndus jUtenaila$ tbmr roo^sv fitted np^th 

5 ^ 



gl^^ i^^^jchma,;... tljieircdlarsi^ ^\t^ 

"mm-'^fm^'^y^ qu^ter of thLe,)ypfld ;.%»?: 
Pft?^S^^"^4iftg l»>g^"^^ of yaripwa sQrta^.^ftfi 
1^^ g^s.sjtpjffiisfith feh. AJl:the«e e^j^o;5e^ 
afg.ffljcuiTj^ttp proper ^t^^^ appetites, whicj;^ 

p9ffKj^gf}pdyfig^<^^^^i^ gaioedsuch absor 
i^f:j9.;,^Y^y,iftV?r tit^w^ tfeat a djimipution: ; Qf 
, t|ilj?^rJu3iyWies would be. considered^ by maD|rj^ 
f^.r,% .«eriQ«s iiwisfortune. . , How ; .uni|iteUigild<^ 
1^, jli^eipj J^ ^ , vers^ of fne of their.owyft ]?<^^ r^ 

rr vr! ^^v4^<^ w^ta but Iktle hete bcldw, ^. .; , ^^ 
j ...^;. "Npr^waiOatl^UttlelQng//. . ,. ,,,, ..^Vf, 

Itl is c&4^iny that li^urious living^ ' gqiieiraftto 
m&ny disorders^ • and is productive of varimia 
othep^bad consequeilGes/ - : j , trcjfi} 

If the persons abovealluded to wititt^g 
the trouble of reading the history of the 
Ai^flfbians aiid Tartars^ they will diacoy^Athat 
both these nations acquired their rTi^t€)!^iTt» 
wnqufests, not by their; numbBi^i^/npf bbj>tl>^ 




rti^rftMtytjf' their arttts; which -Wtt^ mtertjy 
Bd'fiS^Jaid arr6wsi aifid sw<»ds^: Ubi it iriM 
nti the paucity of theii* want^*? thtr^ #^«J 
's pi^pared' "for action^ and fctftfltf "stiB^sIf 
dti 'thd '6bkrs68t food. Their «iHteft''i«fei*e "^M'i' 
t^W^th the fare of theik" soMil^;«te ftr^ 
personal expenses were^a^i^e tAm^^mril^ 

# 

wh^n they took po^essioii df 'dn^^ttieriA^'^: 
country, they ever found the cu'rreni*'ij?^eiiti^ • 
of it more than requisite for their -feiiifl^iy 
birt^ftective form of government'; artd,' iftstedfd 
of i^feihg the taxes ori their hew stibjefctd; 'th^ 
frequently alieviated one half their btfrthen. 
The approach of their armies, therefore, instead 
erf being dreaded, was wished for by the neighs 
bicHiriifig people, and every facility given to 
their conquests. To this alone must . be 
ascribed the rapidity with which they overran ' 
gyisat |»rt of the globe, in so short a period. 

72.iV|^ji7 anecdote is related of the CommaiKler 
«f '^itfie f\aitlifolj Aly, (on whom be. the grace 
df^'GddI);^xwhifeha#ilI ciwK^borate what I ba¥£ 



stated. ' The ft&rt-m-law of &i^ Vtoptuetfpm. 
vieite t6 dettiiifbut'on an expeditibn,^*oi*leied' 
a quantity of barley-bteaid to, be brifcexJ-At^ 
oniee, iiilfitieht to last; him for twerrty day^S 
This>Jhi$^i¥ied>bn:'hil9 owti fsahiel^ wai ^jStv^j^ 
d^«lt ttefe^of the cftfeed, tnoistttied with iiwttibirj^ 
iWii^>''Wafe his dttly-food. His fHends fe^ 
f|i<^t^€i!(t^'tvith him on his ab^temiousnessV 
a**d*- te^tiested' ^ he wduld order some other 
**etuais> -ta^- be • dressed. He replied : " My 
^^tirtie i6 fully • taken up with two things : 
'^-^fifft, Hiy 4uty towards God ; and, • seeofldly, 
" n^ -^€are of 'the- araay* I -i^^ ^ thereldre 
^ no tkne- to -throw «way on the 'indulgence 
^^f i^jp^te.** • ■ ■ ^ -■ '■■^^'- ' 

The following ^Aeedot^ of the Bmperor 
Tiriiour (Tamerlane) will also,. L bc^ieyHbe 
considered as i^){4icab}e to the ^ ^uli^t . wider 
discussion* When that ^eat (sonqueroir was 
retfiHTning t<$ Samarcand after: the eonqoest 
erf* Fersia, he left a-^oonsiderabld^ armyy undek* 
•the oommand of Mflie of his^nosti^Kpi^ieiieed 






g©»f r^{ifi^qAjzedt>ijan ; bufe pi^viQW to i^»^, 

the. .^tieitmient and 4wur*i[t3hpf .4^^ 
onti^isteid to their char^, ^neHv^ i^m^h 
iBy the blessing of Gpd9^*^^^ ii^ ^Q^fi^^^ 
our : victpi^us arnis^ aU pmrir^ep^oiii^j^i^^^ 
^ been extirpated from this part>Qf,- t^.wof^ 
^/ s^ve Sult^i Ahmed Jellatr> ) and Kara Y iis«^ 
■^tiif^,Tiu:lton>aii)i both <rf whom :h4ve jtafcen 
'^/Jteftjge^: ia>the territoBwavcf the .Qtt^nguwsrof 
^n6fH[i«^tiQQ^Ie( Thet. fprpier Qf>r.thetae^/» 
^Sft ]u»git (and the soa pf ^^ Jung i^ bot^ aa ,he 
has been bred up in Persian luxury^ ^mi^ 
habituated to ease and comfort^ I have no 
^f;tq9piiehenjiian8 of lum. < But bewai^^ of 
6tiKani>yusu£; he is an jesperienced soldier^ 
iSftisideneid m adversity, acqustocned to prir 
>/>wattona^ > and capable of undeigoing toil iv^ 
fifkbam : ^t aU your inews be directed tpwap^ 
^liMfli." -'TThe;.;p€Jftetafatioa of the Ea^r<i«, 
iflndiiKh!^} jtt^taess of hiB >remai^s, v^re^: in the 
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^fSWjeljvJMty- .fflPvei^.^, ,&rv. «^^ after, Jiis 
4fi^* both. tl;if3$f^ ptinc^. invaded . tjae. pipviMii^ 

itfi!j##WiW^-: ;'j5.«l*au Ahmed. iuasy^kJyjr 
^te^feft^l W^tf H^-tpjtiwth; J, but J^^,yiji§v»4 

fe ^ffipe59f<*.ito9ilii afl^ant^ge.pf the .5ir<«tt„ftf 

t 

ffffi^gynifi^a^l^ lly^Miy -of tbf& Twt^rs, .3«d 
»»§ft;»»b^s^Q9R?Sed .^J^- owa..,prpyinc?, but ^-r 
pfJllpdj,t^ijar.|rom gre^t ^part of Peo-aia* , : 

* 

^<,,/]3he €3ghth defect of, the :Bnglish is vanity^ 
^n4^i?;pgai^cer^^P^ting their acqaiDementssi iiv 
^enc^ and. a knowledge pf foreign iaogu^^.;: 
ioVj as soon as oneof them acquire;^ tibe smallest: 
ii>$ighjt,of 'the principles of any science^ oit the- 
rudiments- of any ^foreign lajfiguag^ he,iintnet:; 
diatj^y sits down and composes a Work - <Mi- 4he> 
subject, and, by means of the Press^ drouladea^ 
books which have no more . intrinsic worth 
than th^ toys bestowed on childrenji ^wttich 
serve to amuse tlie igft^rwt* hut,Qr0 of jB©^llf»8 
to, .^.learned. ;.Xhis i? not m^y mjfijdStW 
oRJpip^^j: but wa^./,cQn6ri»€d,; 4ft .floes^ -b^tfciubjfri 



impfii^H eife(rit for %is pro^ 
purttoafe his tooksv' ;EvCTf'''thdsfS^HWid ^ 
}Udg«6f the subject da 9ct discountoi^ndi ihS^ 
measure^ but tiontend, tJiat a littte MnoiHec^ 
is better than ^ entire ignortoce, ianNl-Uialf j[)^ 
fection can only be acquired by degrees. This 
axiom I deny 5 for the * portion of scienee^ and 
tnruth'iicxMitained in ^ many of ^ir boiak^ ^fs^sd* 
siftai^' r that mdch time is thrown RWay-^tHi 
ngddiiag th^oi^ 'be0ides>' erroneous opinions^ aiitf 
bad habitsyare^ often tontracted by the peh^slsl' 
ofj^uch morkSy .which. ^ are more difficult -116^ 
eradicate^ than it is to implant correct ideas in 
a^tnind totally uncultivBted« 

ajiRw be it fftMn' me to depreciate the trtLn^- 
soetickMAt vabiliti^^ and angielic ^character of Sii^r 
Wiifiauf*.' J0!«» j but his Persian Grammar,' 
fa]|^^iii^<lsfi^en t^itten^whchfi *he was a young mai^ 
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pskilBMtekk Htndbostany is^ iti mBsxy jNkd39|rra1y> 
dafec^e; SQoki it :i&' milch to be-JSgreUedlhab 
hftst^Uic afOimtionty and^oth^ studk^^ ^m/^ 
^Bxniitlliim.tp VG^isa it^^^ hatd'bMft'Mtmi 

]^)6^&>ikrindia:ir/c W^jitttiev^ I was applied MH hp 
ax]rip^E»tei^a£aiir/ instnist^^ in the P^raian- la»H 
gaage|€ 'Whoi had/ iprerkiusly stacked tiii$y grsaxitk 
ihar^' i}fiDiiiid:it i»»^ difficult to connect 

Hm bad^ pnMiisnciattoa he h^ aoqiiiredy ^ and) 
ittie^itatf3/ke<hakl adc^ted; than* it tmi to kn 
struct alpeik)n who hiid ndver befbre! «ei^n^*th^ 
£ftfS!acp<*alphdbst. >Sueb bi(K>ksr are^ n6^ ^m 

is&l be difficult to xii8criminate:oi?ai^par^ 
them, from works of real value. :'.: ;^ ;^^' ^^'^ 

A niiith failing, prevalent among^ the^r£as 
glish, is selfishness. They frequentlyendeavortr 
to benefit tiiem8elv6s,.>ik^itfaoutatten£ng toiUto 
h^ryit may do to others : aiid, M^ieii the^^nedk 
their o«m idv^ntage, they are moit^hucnbte^^fid 
subDfiissive thaift ^)pedrg t6^ mb-fr^ifiei^^iQtiiike^ 
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ai^iamed^ ^ #wr formed c <xnii|su^ or ifoiiki^ 
tbftietotiinD^ce of it bo mua^h^ thett ,tkay:6ek 
qwwtly bwak off the ; conBe(tti«»« .Qthpp%i 
i^flrtrained l^ . t sense of pcopciety^ r^tiiL ikeesfn 
up' the inteipourse^ and eiide^our tbrnhai:& tii^r 
persion they have injtired, vtir '?/lMfr^rtiBBy(bsm 
deceived by proinides^ forget tUbMsirodmstai^LeBg 
fay their iktterh]^ and coutieousr IbBhatviaur.u >i& 
tiad few opportuiaities of ex^eneoekig; tbkiiBtjr^ 
self ion Englwd^ but the coiujuet^ in Indm, ^ctf 
Colondi ;H-~r-ry, Mr* iMb'r-— nn, Mr J Ji^^-^wn^ 
aad ©I!. B u' vi i^ gave mdcconvineii]^ pnoo^ssi^ 
it; &cy whenev^ th^ hstd wy pbiBt to caroy^ 

* 

they; would acoept of noiexouse from me ; aii^ 
having, by persuasion and promises, p(pevaiiect 
upon me to undertake their business, as soon 
aft.tiieyiiad^ obtained their wishes, theyibtgot 
their/ *pDDmi^es^ and abandoned me to tbe^ 
ai^ice of my aiemies. It might have been un^ 
deof ssary to^ quote these instances ; for tieisi 
ddfe^:;ifi .ilhei'charaeter of ^e English is sp 
e!ride9l&:th0t( IK). doubta remain im, th^ s^x^/^^ 



'^"'^ft^'is ^e» knoWn; that whrnl/MW^^ 
^s^^^vfefnof t)f Midras, he waftted tti'iti^f^ 
fete itt'the trttemil rfiariagement of thdrti*iif^ 
il[^ tiie'tiarAaitl^, ai\d^^ purpdte^ sdflfcif^ 

te^'Harfcttbii'bf his Superior, Sir J: S-^. "in 
tfii^!,^fab>^e*^ef / lie' was disaf^ointed, for"^h6 
SbVi^iiibr-geneVal Wpuld not acquiesce in the 
nieksure V saying, "Although it might be politic,' 
'^'itHvOutdiie unjust, and an infraction of the 
^^'£f e^ty between the Nabob and the East-India; 
** Company.** ' To this obsiervation his lordship 
replied; that, " If ever, in any former instance, 
*^' tlie ;fihglish had manifested this spirit of 
^*%rbeai^ance in aggrandizitig themselvies, he 
^should not have proposed the measure to hi^ 
Excellency ; but, as it was evident to all the 
world that the contrary system had ever b^ 
pursued, he thought, to let thie present 6p- 
** [XMtunity pass by, would be little less tHafl. 
* an act of folly." ^ -'" 



a 






\ )> 



"' The teiith vice of this nation is waiito? 

chastity; for under this hejuil not on^ iiicltjrd^ 



•$he..J5preb^i|siblerjCQnduct QJ^..y(xmgy/ofnen 
Tii^nmg »^w^y with th^eir ? Jovers^ and othe^Jf 
pgi^abiting.. with a man before mafri^^ ^j(j^ 
^e, great degree of licentiousness. p.racj:is<^ bv 
numbers of both sexes in Jx)jnidon^+ .?^.in 
.b;f the multiplicity of pubJip-hpuses ,a;id b^n^o^j 
in.eyery part of the to^ii. . l^^y^^^c^e^j^^ 
infQiTixed, that in the single parish of ^lyj^nr- 
]a-bonne there reside sixty , thous^i^c^ j^Qp^^^^ 
ZBa\B} besides which, there is scarcely, a.stf^ejt 
ii)^ Jh^ metrppqlis where they are not to -be 
found.,, The conduct of these , Y^omep.^^i^ 
rend^^red still more blameable^ by thejip. hijipg 
lodgiiPgs ip,. pir frequenting streets, whidbi, . frji^ai 
^^ir n4Pi^s>. Pi^ht only, to be, the abod^ ,Qf 
vji^^ue and J r^igipn ; for instance, ' Providfj^qe 
§^tj:e(pt,\/ MojJp^Cpury ' St. J^^s^s Street,! 
^J^t.]V^artm> JUne; and ' St.Paurs Chui;ch-yard.; 
TJt^ffirstof these i^ one of the epithets of GoNi* 

the second implies Virtue ; and the others are 

/ ■ ■ 

named after the holy Apostles of the Blessed . 
IJ^e^^iah. . ll^en there is 'Queen Anije Sjtfeet/ 



I^ittW^i$ii^thmk^ilkrt'p6rs6i»d^irht>'l^ the loAg- 
ingSiiao^canich i^imte * reprehensibl^^^ than^^^tbe 
iiQfi)rtim2^«vc)m6n4hemsdv^ j; i: i lu^ 

J. 

'^h /Blab i^lqvpnth Jvite Hrf the En^dh WiCXr 
ti%cigkrU%^ ibhut L^^fivitig beyond their incomen^ 
bfa*ftettttfift^^^ti»Je^ eXpfettdedi and kciepmg up 
^ixsecRJes^siy ^^3tdbUtto)[iefitS4 Sdme of lihese 
tiliave^^before sUu^tied to^ under the hettd '^bf 
luxuries; but to those are novf td be iiuidi^ th^ 
establishments of x^rriages, horses^ and servants^ 
t^oLfigU of «ihic|kv iaM fi«^^ 

mixk^ is ^ils^ lairi<fae^>''^iii^^^^^ 
^mffm^^j-* rmts, io(^. Sd«l^ti6ies'^h^ $v^ 
o£ i^^l(XX> is thtis- expet9id^^4ln '6ne^ si^ft^ 
eittertainment. i have ktiowa 'gefiidemei^^>m 
the fecd[tf of six'or\fle9en thoosaisd' poazn^ 
il ^yearv who Were so straitimed 'by : ;attrfi; 
incomiderate expenses, that^ - if aflkiKl' by^nBf 
fiSaad Ibr the. loaa of ti^ paandsy ebulib 
not coai[^7 *^^ ^^ trifling: »<)ti^do.c !£%iist 



sperk (^ e&tc2uragance afipears idsdly 4<2) i4i»asK^ 
ji$td^l bluing ' imkated by m^earduint^v and iix^sl- 
snidny'ijtaist. hafve tipte>.worst of comecpienef^i 
for if these people iind the' profit nfrrtteshr 
trade not sufficiait to support their ex-^ 
penses, th^ will- attempt to suppty tUeil de* 
ficie^iey by dishonest means, ^d , at . Jt|^ngth 
take to highway robbery. It >al3c>} i^)l^QUi9ge(i 
dissipation and profligacy in l(h^4ovarrk}kii^^ 
which tend to the subversicm of all iortier. ^iid 
gcHxl government. ;^^i n^o! 

!( > During one of my excursions finonii la^do^^ 
16^ a :9tage ooach> ' I ^^perieiiced ihe gi^eiitesl ec^ 
tci^ag^nceandme&nnes^, i^ited in an EngUah^ 
m&i^9 Ifhad ever be£^ seeA. He was a geitteet 
l0(^^ng man, aiftly siDOa af^ we entered^ tha 
(Hiaqh^: oonunenced a eonversitiofi With nae. He 
a^ied a itomtier of rquestions resjiecting : Ind«^. 
ptoticularly -about tihe jwice of provisions^ andi 
was^^stionished at tiie cdieapness of difiecent 
dri»des;:r biM^^jafVer a shdrt ptose, he ^said,: 
^f^tFddbab^dthrtloir^cte of^pmVisionii fs^owmgr. 



48. j:^ie, thavbjjS 

^^ to the scamty of mooty^ and the Ucmted in- 
^' comes of the inhabiiants iof that country }y I 
replied,^ he wa^ inuch mistaiuen/ that no country 
abounded more with wealth than Hindoostan, 
and that it was proverbial for making- the 
fortiu^^s 0f .^1 >^venturejes. !When we sat 
dowxi to dinner,, h? called for the most ex- 
pqH^ive w^e^ and.asked me to drink with him^ 
A§tl ^^ ^o mdioation to do so,, and was averse 
t(>,,Jthp :e3ipe))se; I d^Uned ; biit whien the bill 
was brought in^ he took it^, and divided the 
amount equally to every person at table. 
I waa surprised at his insolence ; but as. none 
<^,the other passengers chose to dispub^ the 
demand^ although they all^ looked at him with 
astonishment, I was ashanied to ^pear more 
parsiqfionious than, othears^ ai^lj for two days, 
piud eigjlit shillings forr my dinner each day^ 
being twice the amount uaual. for th^ pajsseKb . 
^s in a stage coach. ^ ... k) 



t ■ 



. Should thi^ ^irit of extravagance evier 
pi^ade the Ministerial department, they wil^^ 




\»Wbh-ildthiftg'8o6«er brtii^% »a«rfd^ rfiftirt '"^ 

-i'lt i»= sard, thalt, previous io'tWe late S^tohli^ 
tidii; the- PVench gbv^rjrt^ht ^ fecp^d^^'Mtt^i^^ 
mens^ sitrris* on public Bmkfiifgs^- ^rcftM^ 
iltamiiatioHs; &c. andAvfefepaHilriHSiWtis^^i^^ 
eji^xmses' of the Wvy- a!rid^ arnil}^;' '\Iteft^ ^W^ 
nobles liv^ in d s6perb'«ytei wWrsi^ l!l« kAV*^ 
df^dis ' • wfere - reduced ■ to the mtwit ' ^ "^^ * 
pO!«cei%y J that the patience of the latfer K 
bMi»^^ais9ted^ thi$)^ f^adlty jbined^hy "^6^^!^ ^ 
a£ifact^/ aild drote thSif ' ftl^n^^deiiate ' W^^^ 
dAmm^tttig^niarttfrs frbrii amdftg - therft, - "^ *^ ' ' *"* " 

,^.v.K «tie» B%lk# wffl^^feke^^the thi^jfelfr^-?*'- 

je(riing:4ufioi*m*itii«^;^ tl^-wftt fi'tpi; ■ tH^^ 

lt«iiyiv|aA*ipit)aig^ ^te^'^dsed^tlft ruftl'^" 

of more governments thari^ ^s atef effifcfieS^ 

by aft invading enemy : they generate envy^ 

dtfloord f and.ijntnMliityy ^ and 1«»Kter ttie- ^cidpte 

dlfaer^effibi^iBate^ ior, dbsiri^rcf a'bhai^^*^'^ 
VOL. ir. E 




50 ^i- xl»l&.tCaAVBIi» eWy^riA 

these vices • may. be ascribed- the. i imbvetsion 
o£ the, BioiKmn^ieinpure in £iu?ope^ , land the 
aanibilatiou of the ; Moghd goi^ernmelit i m 

India* - ■ ■.;:'•' y:. 

_ . ' . 1 1 » J • - I ■;!•,.■ . ■■■-.■ f i : ■ ' 

; < Their twelfth defect is a ccaitenn^t ? iibr 
the customs of other nations, and the preference 
they give to their own ; although theirs, in fact, 
may^b^: much: inferior. I had a striking in- 
j^iiqe^qif this f^ejudice in the conduct g^: mj 
ildl0W-p$is$€»gers on board ship: - some of 
these^ whO'Were otherwise rei^)ectable charoe^ 
46^ jridicul0(^ the idea of n^ wiring trowsen^ 
s^ a ni^t dre6B/:when ;l went to bed.;; mid 
contended, that tl^yrsbpt misicifa more.attbi^r 
^ase by going to bed nearly naked. - 1 repUqd^ 
that I slept very comfortably; thiitifnif^ W4» 
certainly the ^ost^ decent mod$ ; iindi Xhgdh 
in the event. of any sudden iKx?ident: Mfcipe^ 
pening> I could tuh On deck, instandy/.aud^iif 
requisite, jump into the boat in tk minute^; 
whilst they must either lose soHrte time sin 
pressing:, oi: come ^ out ©f th«r: «abina ^in 
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a-.jxry inmiodtstniB:^^ In answer to ^8^ 
tYi^y\sa]49 ;SUofa sUdden acoidmt^ fteldctm 49dcur^ 
md^ hut thftty if it: did Mppen^ they ^wovikl; Jiot 
hesitate to come on deck in their shirts jonlj/t 
This I give merely as a specimen of their 
oblBtinacy^ and prejudice in- 3 fewmr ^ of! itheir 
own} customs." •■ ./; .:?■ i:'..i *i:-:rn:(t«i;:-i v>jh 

In Loirion, I was frequmtly hatfaickii* ♦len 
the apparent unrcasonablehess^ and ♦<bhiiai§hfiftfel 
of some of the Mohammedan casC^Aiii^; bM^k^ 
from imy knowledge of the JBnj^ish dvacaetet^ 
I was convinced it would be foUy ti»ai^^ 
the point philoso)phically with theniji' ' h- con- 
tented myiself with pariryhig the subject; ^Ttew^ 
i^hen they attempted to turn into ridieate 
th^ oeremdiiies used by the pilgrims on tfielir 
iteijval at Meceii^ I asked them^ why tihiey 
SMf^osed the'ceremofiy of baptism, by^a dergy* 
);r\my teqiiMte for the «d^tion of a chitdi 
who 0(>uld not possibly be^ ^sa^idibk whatJie 
was , ^about J Whea they i^rdac^ed us for 
eatingi with 43^i\r hmdi ^ I relied, " Hbere i^ 

E 2 



'5. by this mod^, no danger of cutting yourself 
^^ or your .neighbours ; and it is an old a»d 
" a true, proverb, ^ The nearer the bone^ the 
•\ sweeter the meat :' but, exclusive of these 
^ idvantages^' a man's own hands are surely 
^ cleaner than the feet of a bakers boy j 
" for it is well known, that half the bread in 
" London is kneaded by the feet.** By this 
mode of argument, I completely silenced all 
my adversaries, and frequently turned the laugh 
against them, when they expected to have 
refuted oae, and made me appear ridiculous. 

i 

■ ■ " ■ i« ■ > 

•.■■■■ 

Many of the^e vices, or defects, are not 
imtural to the, English, but have been ingrafted 
on them by prosperity and luxury ; the bad 
consequences of which have not yet appeared, 
and^ for two reasons, may not be conspicupuf 
for some time. The -first of these is tjii^ 
strength of constitution, both of individual^ 
and of the Grovernment: for if a person q|' 
a strong constitution swallow a dose of poiso^j^ 
its deleterious effects are sometimes carried off 
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by the power of the nerves; iwirt If av^eak 
pevson ^ttld ta|:e it^ he wo&ld oertainly fell 
a trictkn. The second- ^reascn!! fe,thAt iheir 
nei^bpurs are not es^mpt from the^ vices ; 
nayy possess them itt a greater propoi^tbnfl Our 
poet Sady has said^ 






" To the'inhabitants of Paradise^ Purgatory would- 
seem aHell : 






" Bill to Sinners iii Hell, PuFgator^ would be a 
Pkradise." v -- - 

Pir6m what I saw and heard of tihe ic6m- 
plaints and . dissatisfaction of the common 

» 

people in England, I am ' convihcedy if the 
Ff^tich had succeeded in establishing a happy 
and quiet governihent,' whereby ' the taxes 
dbuM'have been abolished, knd the price of 
piftMsions reduced, the English would, of them- 
afelves, haV6 follow^' their example, and united* 
Ipitth them ; for, evien during the height of the 

/ 

t _ 

kar, many of the English imitated the fashionsj. 
foHies, and vices of the French, to an absurd 



•ee. 
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Few of the English have good sense or 
candour enough to acknowledge the prevalence 
and growth of these vices^ or defects, among 
them; but, liker' the smokers o( beng {Hemp- 
seed) in Turkey, when told of the virtues 
bt^tlfeii'' artcestoi^, and their own present dfe- 
gerifet'a(iy^''riikke themselves ready for batfle> 
aild Say, '* No nation was ever exempt from 
*^ vides : the people aiid the governments you 
* (fe^cribe as possessing such angelic virtules, 
^ i^ere not a bit better than ourselves ; and, so 
^^lo'ng as we are not worse than our netgh- 

^^ hours, no danger is to* be apprehended." 
TRiis reasoning is, however, - false ; for fire still 

retains its inflammable nature, whether it is 
summer or winter; and the flame, ittib'tigh 
ibr a short time smothered by a keap of ^fiiel 
thrown on it, breaks out, in the sequd^ ^th 
the greatest violence. In like manner, vice 
will, sooner or later, cause destruction to its 
possessor. . . ; ^ t 



.... ^-^.:;■■■^^ 
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CHAP. XX. 



f 



The Amthor describes the Fir tms of the En^is^^, 

tfnder the following heads; — Honourable-^ 

Respectful to their superiors— Of^dient; to ^the 

laws — Desirous of doing good-rrj^qllai^^s of: 

fashdon^^Sincere in their disposition^-— -PlcLin. 

17%. their mawters, and JiospitaHe. Peculiar 

lide^s (f th^ English of the meaning of Per^ 

fection* , 7%e Avxhor censures some of the 

( . fiustams of London. Fires -r— Description ijf 

;j the ^e-^en^gines— Hardship of the owner , of 

(\J\hfi: property burned^ being obliged to pay for 

l^^ theme qf the engines. The Author dislikes- 

, ; . English beds. He censures the custom of re- 

paining handsome footmen, to wait on Ladies. 

• •» ■» I " ■ » • . 

1 FEAR^ in the foregoing Chapter, I have 
fatigued my Readers with a long detail of the 
vices, or defects, of the English: I shall. 



therefore, now give some account of their 
virtues ; but, lest I should be accused of flat- 
tery, will endeavour to avoid prolixity on this 






t >. • . - ■ 



The first of the English virtues, is a,, high' 
sense of honour, especially among the better 
cl^sfii^r { l^his is the effect of a liberal, education, 
a^ of the contempt with vviiidi tho^e who do 
not. possess it are regarded* This sense .of 
honour, as carried to such a degree, that, men 
possessing . every terrestrial ^njoyipent, as 
wealth, estates, wife, and xhiklren, will, on 
t^ fSfnallest imputation, sacrifice their lives, and 
the welfare of their families, to recover, their, 
reputation, or to wipe off an ignpn^aiQus^. 
slander.. . ;.• • .:•. ■'' - •:.---.^ lo 



■ ,. • ■"',■, f .^- 



Their second good quality is a lieverenoe 
for every thing or person possessing superior 
excellence. This mode of thdnking has thir* 
great advantage — it makes them emulous. of 
acquiring the esteem of the world, an4 thus 



wnders them better men. la other cotihtries; 
this respect is not -paid to superior irierit: 
people will* therefore not give theinselvfes any 
trouble- .on the subject: wisdom,, knowledge^ 
and virtue, are . consequently banished from 
among them. - . . ^ 



^ f 






- The third of their perfections is kMndad'bf 
oflfending' against the rules <rf propttety/ cft thfe 
lliws' of th© realm : th^ are therefi^re' gefiid^^ 
mlty content with their own ' situatidn^j' aiwf 
virry seldom attempt tb exalt th^^selVeii 
by* b^se or laefaricM&s pfaetices; By. thede^ 
n^ans. the establishments iof Ghufch afnd' Stafee^ 
a»i^ $ii|^orted/ andj'the bonds of society: 
stisengithened : for/ when men are ambitious 
of raising themselves from inferior to exalted: 
situations, tiiey attempt to overcome all: obsta- 
cles; anc^ though a few.gaiti. tipteir obje<^ the. 
greater part are disappointed, and become, ever 
after, utihappy and ^scooten ted. i ^ >'i' 

fe)tJlThei*fa^I*ril^»ofp their virtue 4s a^'^trof^v 



desire to improve tiiesitiiatiotis of the comEnoii^ 
pd^le, fu)jd «^ aversion to do any thing wl^ich 
csa^ injure l^emv It may be said^ that^ m £K^ 
doHngi ilih^yi a^^ not perfectly disinterested ^ fo;^] 
i^^lth^ b<^l^ti§ fof many of these instittitictiu^ 
ap4 .'Uiveojtion^ revert to themselves. 



K^ .. ■ 



• : X>urii)§ tniy residence in England, and at 
a tiijcwei wfeen coals were extremely dear, one 
df;. their I philosophers invented a kettle, with 
a^$maU iiimai^ below, which required so little 
ffiel,. that a piece of lighted paper, or a burning, 
stick, thrown into the furnace, Would cause the 
Water to boil long enough to dress a joint of 
m6at« By means of such machines, and the 
various conveniences adopted in the fitting, 
lip of a house, so much time and labour ar^^ 
saved^ that two servants in England will do thip 
work of ^fteen in India. 



•? 



Their fifth good quality is so nearly allied 
to weakness, that by some worldly people^ it has 
been called such : I mean, an adherence to th<^; 



I 

rtiteci df fadhibfi. By thi^^aHbitiwy Imr^ tile>Tidi i 
m^ obliged 'Act 6iily t(y ^tet ith» sha^ ^f ^fitek^ 
dtetlfes • efvery ye»r^ bul- also' to^bhafl^ all^: the* 
fi^ilure 6f their hcmses. It wouM be thought^ 
(juite derogatory to a person of taste^ ' ttfiti«»< 
his drawing-room fitted up ^ in* ^lfee> '^ttiitte 
manner for two successive years. The advan- 
tage of this profusion is tfie ^i^odftigi^Ment 
it gives to ingenuity and tninttfeidtureS* ' ^of 
eVery kind ; and it enables the iniddling^'an^^ 
lower classes of people to supply theii* wafrtS-Afr- 
ar cheap izXty by purchasing the old^fasfifoited^ 
articles. ' : ■■ ■ "* 



Their sixth perfection is, plainness of man- 
ners, and sincerity of disposition : the former is 
evinced in the colours of their clothes, which 
aif-fe generally of a dark hue, and exempt isonx 
all tawdriness ; and the latter, by their open and 
manly conduct. 



\.''^y 
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'^^ Their ptii^rgooH qualities are, good ■ 
tiifal settle, arid soundness of judgment, -whi A 
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mduoej .th^in 40v pr<efer > .tbinj^ tha| ■ are ^ useful 
to those. Ikat ^re^ brilliant ; : :to wbidh. may b0 
add^dj^ :thdur » perseverance in the acquirei^^int 
aijsci^jieey atnd 4he { attainment of ti^ealtb^'aqd 
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'^^ O i. ;.■-«# -i ■•■ t — v.- . 1 . 

i >i/lSieir iiospitalky is also very praise-worthy, 
dnd their '-attention to their guests can no 
W^iere; be -^eitceeded. - They^ have an ^ aversion 
tA sit down to tablef alone; and, from their 
lib^al ' <x>ndupt on this subject, one would 
^jppo&e the following verse had been written, 
by an Englishman: 

" May the fopd . of the misanthrope be cast to 
the dogs ! 

^•^ May he, who eats alone, Be shortly eaten by 
■ * the worms!" ' = "- .*: 






• r 
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• It is seid, , that: all these virtue^ were: 
formerly possessed in a greater, degree ty. 
the English, and that the present race 6w6 
much* of their feme and celebrity to theii^ 



artcestors.' .- ' , ■•;- 7'.:-'..^ :•..■ ... 






r The English have very pecuJkrjopfeiickifi'jctfi 
the subjedt of perfection^. They insist, > tMt -it 
i^ H^erely an icieal quality, and depends; etdiiyy 
tipon oompari^oh ; that mankind have >riBeti) 
by degrees, from the state of savages, tathe^eix-' 
alted dignity of the great philosopher NewtoK; 
but that, so far frOlin having yet attained 
perfection, it i§ possible thait, in future ragesj 
philosophers will look with ad mudi contempt 
on the acquirements of Newton, as we now do 
on the rude state of the arts among savages; 
If this axiom of theirs be correct, man has yet 
much to learn, and all his boasts knowledge 
is but vanity. 

Having thus given my opinion freely on 
the vices and virtues of the English, V shall 
now take the liberty to point out a few of the 
customs pf the metropolis, which appear to me 
reprehensible^ and might easily be amended. 
The number of turnpikes in the vicinity off 
London are a great grievance : they not only 
oblige the traveller to stop, but compel him /tq 



take ' bsKi .co^)er incmey in ^change fyr^hiB 
silver/ and, veiy often, abusive language^ iBto 
the ' bargaith This^ however, is not quite ssq 
dtsgciBt^g^-as when a stranger, wishing to. visit 
the House of Qod, or the Tombs of the^Kit^gs j 
I mean the Cathedral of Saint Paul, and West- 
mi«btep Abbey,- is obliged every ten minutes 
to take put Ms purse, and pay another and 
?gf)«*lier^0,. The same vile practice exists at 
tJieTower> and at most of the public buildings, 
and ought to be abrogated. 
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' The number of fires which happen ia 
London are a very serious evil, especially a$ 
most of them originate from the quantity of 
wood used in the construction of houses. It 
has been before mentioned, that the houses^of 
this dty are seldom lower than four.stonei^ 
and join each other: alL the floors, s|;aii:^> 
doors, and roof, are o( wood ; nay, many have 
great part of thi^ walls supported by ttinb«r|^ 
and some have the apartments^^ lined witU 
painted wainscot. In every roo^i thet6- i^ 



aifirerplace i so that if, by the xxvdeaaness or 
malevolenqe of a servant^ oiie of these hoiiuses 
is^ set . on • fire, it quickly coitimunipates .tb 
the others, and, before it can be exttngiHsh^n 
burns down half a street* ■■>..)* *t.i lui 

I should be guilty of an.act af,iig«is*ice> 
were I not to give the English credit for 
their invention and adroitness in extinguishttug 
fires. They have machines, which, being 
placed upon wheels, and drawn by horsey 
can be conveyed to any^part of the town, in 
a veiy short time* These machines are wQrked 
by a mechanical power, and will throw up water 
fifty yards high: arid ^ there are pipes of 
liinning v^ter under every street, the. sit^ar 
tion of. which is perfectly known to certain 
persons, a hole is in a few minutes dug in 
the pavement, and a plug being drawn from 
jcme of the pipes, the . water rushes forths, 
fHid auppUesf the €4(igine> which may then 
jbtoi wQirked fortwe&ty-four hours, or. longj^r 
if necessary.. . : 



Ida v:-*tt3iB l?RAVEiiS feF^ -^ 

: To 4Bach of fthese maehines a; number' df 
people are attached, and are paid by the poiisbj 
These persons are called Bremen: they are 
remarkable for their courage, .and their 
honesty : they have been> known to -^iteu- it 
haus€f. all in. flames^ and bring thence many 
yaluabjle lartifcles, which, they have delivered 
to the proprietor. . . -. .^ 

't . , ..... ..-^ 

. The only complaint I have against - this 
^stem is, that a considerable sum of monjej. 
mugt be paid to the, first engine that arrives^ 
a smaller to the second^ and- so on : thus, if 
fifty machines should come to extinguish ;» 
fire, and all their efforts prove ineffecti^ial^ 
the sufferer, who , is already ruined . by tfeft 
destruction of his property, is obliged ta^pejr; 
a large sum to the firemen, whith doubles hip 
loss, and adds to the, anguish of his DOtifld^ 
Notwithstanding the assistance of these m^k 
chines^ there is scarce . a day in whiph. £Hh> 
do not happen, and cause much mischidi^i; 
hut no pains are taken to make the.peop{#- 
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WbuUd their housed on a better or inore 
aeeore plan. 

^' Tlie beds, and mode of sleeiping, iri Efi|g* 
fonicl/are by ilo meails to my tkste. ■ Tft<!y 
have, in general, two or three beds, kid cite 
over the other; and the upper one beings c»ift-i- 
posed of feathers, a person is ftriniediately 
swallowed up in them, and finds the greatest 
4tfflculty in turning frotn one side to thei' other. 
in the very depth of winter, this is bearabfe ; 
Itat a€f the weather becomes warmer, it causes 
p^ins in the back, and a general relaxation 
of the frame. Above them, they spread a 
dlieet, two blankets, and a quilt ; all of which 
act closely tucked under the bedding, on 
three sides, leaving an entrance for the person 
W] creep in next the pillows ; which always 
rttliiftded me of a bear climbing into the hole 
(rf*lft krge tree. The bed being broad, and the 
eiethes stretched out, they do not close about 
the neck, and, for a long time, do not afford 
atiy warmth; and if a person turns about 
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incautiously, the four coverings separate, and 

either fall off the bed, or cause so. much trour 

_ \ _ . . , -• . ^. . . . . » . _, , _ . ■ »■ • 

ble^ that sleep is completely banished. All 
jny other Indian customs I laid aside, with- 
out difficulty, but sleeping in the English 
jnode cost me much trouble. Our quilts, 
stuffed with cotton, and lined with muslin, 
are so light, and adhere so closely to the body, 
that they are infinitely more comfortable and 
ifyaopmQc tlmn blankets; and although it tnay 
be pbjeqted, that to sleep the wh^le s^^Qn 
vrith the same quilt next the body, is an uor^ 
clcgertyciistom, I reply, that weeHways^sjify&jp! 
in : a night dress, which prevents the; qurlt 
to«iching the skm ; whereas, the £Bglisb)goi 
.to bed nearly naked, and use the satjRie:she!£rt9' 
for a^ fortnight together^ It also frequent^ 
happens, that a person, in travelling, i&x|mtL 
into a bed with damp sheets, the mpistureiof 
whidj is quickly absorbed into the; body, fktdi 
infellibly brings on cold, surfeits, or ,e <fcidBjD 
fever... ; .. . .... -J- «ii:oe 



VERSE OP MOULAVt" ROUMY. 

" These people wandered about in quest of shade, 

HA .\-.jih '^''^ ..-''-"■'*<-■ • ■-': ^i ,51^ 'y.y- vi'i 
and spread blankets to coV^er them from the 

oun : 

"They could not see the, branching trees loaded 
With fruit, because the thick veil of prejudice 
covered their eyes. 

I cannot approve the custom of the 
nobility and gentry in London retaining a^ 
number of ^handsome footmen, and other 
nctale servants, to stand behind a lady's carriage, 
dr to attend her when she walks out. These 
fellows are, in general, well-looking, and, 
when smartly dressed, have an engaging ap- 
pj^^uance^ It should be recollected, that Cupid 
shakes no discrimination between poor and 
ifchj vulgar or noble, the beggar or the 
Ikiftg ; we are all his slaves, and the subjects 
a^tjniii power. Scandal and dishonour must 
sometimes be the consequence of such a 
system. 
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I think I have now fairly acquitted myself 
of my promise to describe minutely the cha- 
racter of the English, or at least such as it 
appeared to me. I shall, in the following 
Chapter, give ;an account of the war main- 
tained for so many years by England, against 
France 'and the united Powers of Europ^^ 
anid '*hfin\; feasten to the continuation of my 
Tr^Vels> ^ter so long a sojourn in one place. 
-. . •* \ - , . • ^ • . '• • , . » 
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■ CHAP.-- XXI. ^^.:^ -ijtc)iul:> 

Of the Geography of EurGpe-^itslsuiditfimns 
into Kingdoms. Natiire i)f th)^ '^eliffbt^^ 
vemvients in Europe — (^mri/hend&Pn/ent 6f ike 
French Revolution — Rise of Bonaparte — 
Confederated Armies invade France — History 
of Hanover — Confederdtes defeated — English 
retire from Toulon. Success of Bonaparte in 
Italy and Switzerland — sent to conquer Egypt. 
Account of the Naval Engagements ivhich 

occurred in the course of the war — English 

# . . . 

Fleet sent in putmit of Bonaparte — Descrip- 
tion of the Battle of Aboukir. 

As the affairs of this transitory world are 
intimately connected with each other, previous 
to entering on a detail of the wars of the 
English, it becomes requisite to explain the 



present state of Europe, and it^ subdiviskM 
into various kingdoms. • 

Be it known, that the branch of the ocean 
^hifch ' to^tids the north of Earope, is called 
the Biillic Sea, and encompasses four king- 
dites^V'Vii; Russia, Prussia, Denmark, artd 
SWdJeh. TheiSe four kingdoms are, in general, 
iinit^d'i btit Russia is considered as the leading 
pdwfer. The sea which bounds Europfe to 
the^buth, is called the Mediterranean, or Sea 
di RovM': this also encompasses four king- 
doms; viz. i^in^ Portugal^ Italy, and Switz- 
wlatid. Four other states are inclosed within 
the above-mentioned eight ; viz. France, Gfei-- 
many, Poland, and Holland. The islands bf 
Great-Britain and Ireland^ lie consraerably^'fo 
the west of the Continent. It must hbw- 
ever be understood, that Germany and Italy 
are subdivided into a number of petty states, 
each of which has its sovereign, and parti^tifer 
laws ; and as long as the kings of Europe Wfei-e 
restrained within the bounds of moderatklAi^ 
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dent^ and to support a certain kin4,^f-4igPji^^ 
and splendour. 

Ill,') •■' ., . -■ ■ -■ - ■ ■ '•■ r-^ .':';, -•■' <^i^ 



The governments of the .^jf^^vf^^ ri^^ 
JEwrope. . are of various^ k^nds. . Iw ^^> ^^^ 
•King alone bears despotic sway 9 irv sorne,^ U>p 
nobles hold the reins of authoritj'^^ in, ,f<^^ip, 

the common people preside; ;aijidini^.^j:pip 
there is a mixture of all the three specii?§^pf 
.government: but there are other coup tries 
which , do not acknowlec^ any Kingr ^ This 
subject, i has been particularly explained,, m 

.a work , called the Itebbi Tuarihh (Heart gf 
History), which I wrote several years ago, 
tfVnder the snperintendance of Mr. Jonathi^n 
^,lpc<M;t^ apd renders oxiy further detail here 
;..jLU)i^eGessary. 

;?., ii ;Thfp five most povverful soyereigns in 
ijJBjirope^ are, the Emperprs of Russia and . ^xf 
i>-(5termany, and the .Kings of Spain, Fr^ce,. jg^j^d 
^rJgj5gfe^d* The four ^irstrule thein t^rritpries 



* 

wi!Jtb:;4<^potic jsw^* The powers of thfeHast 
h?we beea alr^y described* It is well undeav 
rtood, that although the monarchical form m£ 
gpyeroiT^lit has some advantages, yet, if the 
^eirpjgii. b§ a w^k. or a wicked man, he mayl 
4^ im^^l?. sgischief, and ruin his subjects. : • - 

iiDilJa :th€?) year, of the Christian sera 1789y 
tfee 5)<^pte:Qf Fr^iice, beiDg disgusted with the 
tyjf^iuiy of their government, sent petitions 
aad remonstrances to their King, desiring a 
ye^rm of the system, and. expressing a wi«h 
to be placed on a footing with the Eogiishi 
The King and nobles did not, however, pay 
any attention to these complaints ; till, at the 
end of two years, the people, finding their 
remonstrances ineffectual, broke out into a 
state of open rebellion, and drove away several 
of their governors. This circumstance arouse^ 
theKipg and the nobles from the lethargy ^>^ 
which they had fallen ;, and, in order, to <jvii^ the^ 
people, a Parliament, somewhat aimiUr to that of 
Sngland^ was summoned to, assemble atrParisj 
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^K^lTht discontented persotiSy beirig^thhs a^ 
scmbled r together, felt their* strength, Md 
iacneased in th^ir demands^ They iat lenglfe 
iniisfied, i that the French gove^iinfent shonM 
bechatiged to a Republic. ItmUst be ei^i&lnedj 
that, in a republican form of gcxven^Ai^iM, • '^tfi& 
King becomes an useless member ; and, al- 
though the nobles are allowed to posifes* Iheir 
t^realth and titles^ they are notf permitted -tcf 
have $L greater share of power than any o*b^# 
(S^f the representatives of the peopleV who a#e 
chosen and displaced annually: neither, in ^ 
RiepuMic, are any pensions allowed to Prilices^ 
0r salaries granted to any but the effective 
frffic^rs of the State. ' 
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As* it was impossible for the King to 3rield 
io~ so unreasonable a demand, he hot only 
ieftised compliance, but ordered the principal 
p^osers of it to be imprisoned. This nieasune 
t^ Opposed by the seditious, and many liveg 
ifjtre lost on both sides ; but the rebels proyitig 
victorious, the whole of the common people iii 
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the^^kingdoQi threw oiF thek aUegiance> ^sitid 
j$l§Bi^ the . standard of revolt. The noblej^ 
alarfxiied at the danger^ iied^ with their families^ 
and what wealth they could carry with then)^ 
into the neighbouring countries. Many of 
(^m^.ii^.qons^quencej came to England. 

i,»';;Tl^ Kipig, beiag thus left alone, took re- 
^&(ige)iiJihi^ castle ; but the greater part of the 
army: having espoused the cause of the rebels, 
'bto was obliged to submit, and was shortly after 
tfied, and put to death, 

■•■'»•■ . ... 

;• 'After this event, a complete revolution of 
affairs took place in France. The ppwerfeil 
were reduced to weakness, and the base 
raised to power. The common people elected 
representatives from the lowest classes^ and 
jlppointed officers of their own choice, to;jcie- 
dcnd their territories. ' .-^.^ 

'•.•■ . • . ■ ■ .\ . '.n 

i) >f It was about the time above mentioned, 
that Bonaparte, now the de^)Otic sorerieign 
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iof Fjano^^ iknd the most cdebj«k€iAi dli^^ 

*er *m Etifope, ^was promote!^ to ttie'rmalt 
of Colonel, and appoiuted to the araiy j«i 

Jtriy. "■■'.. '■■::.;': ^ iu, 

; . ^ ".■:'. • ^.:." ;: -.^ "i: • hi- 

111 is Bonaparte is not a Freiichinan>''bitt: 
was born in one of the small islands dependent 
on Ancient Rome, called Corsica; the inha^ 
bitants of which are notorious for thievin|^ 
and robbing. On his first entering the mili- 
tary line, he offered his services to the 
English ; but having been rejected by them, he 
entered the Republican army, and, by hi« wis- 
dom, bravery, and good fortune, has mised 
himself to the ^xaited situation he ndw 
possesses. 

The common people of all the countries in 
Europe, hearing of the success of the French, 
showed symptoms of revolt; according to the 
proverb, " One peach, by looking at another, 
becomes red : " and even England was infected 
' 3vith/ the cont^on. 



i>'^: :Ai!)but th^ relations of t^ mdi*^ 

4^d ' K ing made application to > al t the So vcM 
feigns of rEtrope to espouse their cause:* and 
tte& English Ministers, thinking that. sortie 
advbnteige might be reaped in assisting thehi, 
asid ftiat^afe all events, a war against France 
\1t0uldq beep the people quiet at home, sent 
•a^laiigefattTOy, under the command of the Duke 
crf'AYtsnrfc,' the King's second son, to invade 
• riiat oduntry . 

Several of the Kings of Europe, being of 
the same opinion as the English Ministers, 
entered into a confederacy also to invade 
Fiance. The principal of these w6te5 the 
Sovereigns of Spain, Holland, and Germany : 
the Emperor of Russia, and the King of Pt-ussik, 
also promised to join ; and the latter, under pre- 
Itoce of raising an army, received a subsid;^ bf 
SeverM millions of money from England, -bbt 
never sent a man to their assistance. 
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When the Russians and PrtiSsianS fbxitid 
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tl^cooifederated Powers were de^yf ei^ged 
in /"the war against France, they invaded 4)^ 
kingdom of* Poland, consisting of foiirteenj^M 
provinces, and divided it between th^selv^i 
Thifl was the first act of treachelry.praotiaed Sa 
£«i;FOpe, by a powerful, against an ir^norr Stittos 
This bad example was, however^ soon repeated/ 
in the partition of Hanover, the ancient ?terri« 
tory of the King of England,, by the Prussiianfi^ 
Russians, and Germans, each of which toob 
an equal share. 



Be it known, that the fourth - ancestor df 
King George the Third was Sovereign of Haiio^ 
ver, and kept a standing army of 20,000 menl 
and also struck the coin in his own namec 
He was, notwithstanding all this greatness, denr 
pendent on the Emperor of Germany; but^ 
Qwing to one of the revolutions in hirnnm 
af&irs, and his relationship to the former Royal 
Family of England, he was chosen King. oi. 
that country, though he still continued to 
S^YW^ i)is- own territories by deputy. -_> . ,' 
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ji Haijoyer'wafi^ as I 'have ab6ve i:^lated^ takerii 
pOaiiei5SfiQ§a > r of. i by tf eachery .: and although^ 
Kidg Geoi^e could easily have retakei> itf>» his; 
Ministers and the PdrKamenti being. o£ ojMliiofii 
tiiat the*pa9S6fi9U>h of tinat: coiintfy hadi ^wj^j/H 
bcfifi'> a t. great is^ury to England^ ar;d • ti>a!t 
it had cost more to protect it tbgn - it Wife 
wcwth, would not give their consent to an afBriy 
betr^ sewl thither, ftjr thi6 purpoee of recover- 
isig it ; Md it was thus left in' the hands of the 
Prussians and others. 

i' The army which 'En^tid sent to ^i^t the 
pflwrtizans of the oiiirdered^lttg^of Frastce soon' 
oqptiared the fbut and harbom* of Toulon; Th0 
confederate, armies at the same tinner havi^ 
marched tiirough Holland^ advanced for intf> 
Stance, and took possession of many towns in 
the name of the young Prince, then aprison^r in 
tihe hands of the rdsels, and were daily joined by 
ar Humbei- of the well-wishers of the itoyal {aihilyv 

The affairs of the Republitaws w^re «:^ 



this^ .tirrie reduced Ito a very. law. jehb; andt it 
was icoadfidently expected that the AllieB wo»ld| 
in r 5 a. ^w days gain possession of Paris: boi 
the French, having determined to try the eveM 
of a general engagement, = collected the? wbofej 
of. their force, at one place, .|uad gained a con*f' 
plete victory over all. their enemies, vv^ ; i 
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The English v^rere anxious to revenge this? 
defeat ; but the Spaniards and .Hollaijtders, ir^. 
fusing to co-operate any longer, jthe foriDeH 
found it requisite to retire from Toulon ; they 
(the English), in consequence, rerembarked 
their troops; andy having burned sixteen of tbt; 
French ships of war in the harbour, carried 
away with them the remainder, amounting to 
nine ships of the line, and several frigates. 

The F^ench> hayir^ thu§ driven, all their 
epf mies out of their own territories, advanced 
int^.r^ijllaiKj, and toofe possession of that .c(/uii-. 
try. They then turned their arms against the 
ftergj^^s a^ the Rus^iapsi, During this time. 



the son: ef. the mundered Xh3g:was oofiv^'ed 
from place iOJplace, and at length sent itito the 
otfaec worlds in some manner never hxthertq 

£x.:ii "J'. ■ ■■ • •; ■' -> y.,L*:\. . '. ...■.■■ •- '•'**. ■'■^'i ■-Iv) 

vj^^JScffiapartels &me continuing to hlcreasej 
he was appointed^ by the^ interest of M. Barr^; 
to the command of the army in Italy. After 
fab-coDquest of that>kingdom, he proceeded to 
ftiritzeriaiid, where, aided by his aspiring gehius 
Mdimrincible courage, he not only overcame 
ail: .the obetacles of nature aild season in that 
D^lii1|aiiio«i9 and cold re^on^ but obtained a 
ifTOOiplete victory over the Germans, and -in 
|i ekort time got quiet possession of the whole 
pf ithat country, ,-■:*. . :^*' 

Although the French found themselves 
pfiastersof tl^e Continent/ they durst notisend 
4ftp army to invade England,, becau^.of the 
^jjperiority ^ the British navy : they thenifblte 
revived, as they cx>uld not appnoach tlie stesti 
PF root of the tree,, that they woiidd^eridea^ur 
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t& lop^oS* tiie bnuidies. They, in coneequence^ 
^nt . an army, ta take possesion of and 
pbiOider Hanover. They also sent an amiy 
to assist the disaffected party in Ireland/ whcfjf 
on account of some religious differences, and 
Ite./intrigues of the French, have fipequently 
pehellad against their legitimate Sovereign; > 

Whilst these events occupied the attentiori 
of th^ western world, Bonaparte was sent, wi^ 
an army of 50,000 men, and a numerous team 
q£ artillery,' to take possession of Egypt; with 
instructions, that, after the conquest of thi^ 
country, he should proceed to India, ;and^ 
having* united himself with Tippoo Suitarii 
drive the English both from the Dekhan and 
JBengal. 

».''.: These sdiemes were quickly discovered by 
ihe English/ who, trusting to the' superiority 
fflfi itheir navy, were not at all alarmed by the^ 
iteperate undertakings of the enemy. They, 
imtheiirst {Jace, easily defeated the army sent 
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t6Irelkfad:;^^n<^ Having subdued the rebillion 
itir thalt dounfay, they despatched a fleet in 
pursuit: df Bonaparte. ' v • : 

' ^ PreviougitQ entering on a detail of the^^>e- 
Ulrtions qf thi& expedition, I think it requisite 
to give some-aeGOuftt of the different n&val 
engagements which occurred in the course of 
this war. I shall not notice the battles which 
ihave been fought between a few ships of the 
tooj^iteuding parties, but confine itiy descriptions 
to the operations of their fleets. Of this kind 
there were six memorable battles fought diirirtg 
the late contest, in all of which the English 
were victorious, and convinced the French, that, 
nt sea, thejr were not able to contend with the 
English. Their ships were therefore corii- 
pelled, either to take refuge under their fortisi 
or to remain unemployed in harbourj while 
the English ships . roved over all the seas, and 
prevented the French generals from making 
use of the ad\\intages they had gained by 
land- 
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ooofJPhe first victory gained by the English, 
during : the late war, was by the fleet com- 
manded by Lord Howe, in> the year 1794, <m 
the coast of France. In this engagement the 
English had but twenty-five ships^ and; the 
French twenty-si^: of these^ 'Sf» wdre takenv 
and one ^uiik : the remainder fled iii to? one of 
their own ports. .» . tn ,ni ..)v 

The second battle was fought oin th^ coa^t 
of Spain, by Lord St. Vincent. Ha ha^^lwt 
fourteen ships, and the enemy twenty-seVen : 
of thfese^ four large Spanish ships were cap^ 
tttred* ■ 



^^ The third was fought on the coast of 
Holland, by Lord Duncan's fleet, in 1798* 
His lordsliip had twenty-four, and the enemy 

twenty-six, ships : of these, nine were taken. 

biu. 

>:^^^The fourth was Lord Nelson's battle of 
th"e Nile, in 1799, with the fleet which con- 
veyed Bonaparte's army to Egypt. His lordship 

G2 



fead thirteen' ships, and the Frertch severrteteii: 
6£ these, nine were captured, three burned, 
irtd one sxmk, - 

' The fifth Battle was fought by Sir Jftmes 
Ssrtim'al^zv against the united fleet of Fraftte 
itid l^iti, in the year 1 80 1 . In this engage- 
merit, although the English had but five shipet^, 
and the cnertiy nine, four of the latter were 
t/nhied; and one taken; 
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' liie sixth engagement was when Lotti 

r 

Nelson attacked Copenhagen, the (capital of 
T5enmark ; some account of which has already 
been given in this Work. In that instance, 
seventeen of the enemy's ships were burned 
or destroyed, beside much damage done to 
the to\vn. 



I shall now return to the pursuit of Bona- 
parte. When the English were informed of 
the great preparations making by the Fn^iich, 
previous to the invasion of Egypt, they supposed 
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that>f$f) formidable an army Ipu^. h^.M^t^}}^^ 
^ith^r.for the invasion of England, prtp.^ttaQk 
India ; yet, as these preparations, we^e cQpftoi^ 
to the ports in the Mediterranean Sea, ' and 
it wt)uld be requisite for the.Frendi .tpi pass 
•thrpugh the Straits of Gibraltar. v:(on op.e.,jside 
of which the English possess ai^impregifiabte 
fortress) to attain either of these objpct^, Xiprd 
St. Vincent was sent with a fleet of tw^nty-^five 
ships, to prevent their getting out; .but, aftesj* 
his lordship had been cruizing for Some time 
rin. the Straits, he received authentic in^rmar 
ition, that the French fleet had put. to sea, ai>d 
steered eastward. As, some years previc^ 
to this event, the Spaniards had joined the 
French, and they had also a fleet of twenty^ 
j^ur ships ready to put to sea. Lord St;. 
Vincent deemed it imprudent to quit the Straits 
with his whole fleet: he therefore detached 
^rd Nelson, with thirteen ships, in pursuit 
i,9f:,the French, and remained himself, with the. 
f9fh^ . twelve, to watch the ^motions of the 
(, Spaniards.^ . Whether it was owing to the 
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latter not feeling any interest in the sudceks 
of the war, or that, even with such a superi- 
ority, they were still afraid of the English, 
they did not quit their ports. 

% 

Lord Ndson, having received some inti- 
xnation that the French fleet were bound 
to Egypt, steered directly for Alexandria ; but, 
on his arrival there, he could obtain no intelli- 
gence respecting them. He therefore returned 
towards Sicily; and, on his way thither, was 
informed that the French had been at Malta, 
and were then certainly gone to Egypt. This 
news was joyfully received by Lord Nelson, 
who made no doubt of giving a good account 
of the French, whenever he should meet with 
them. He therefore summoned all his cap- 
tains on board his own ship, and gave them 
directions for their conduct, according to the 
situation in which they might find the enemy. 

The French having arrived safely in Egypt, 
immediately landed their troops, and drew up 



tjt^Lir . fleet ia th^Q Ba.y of JibQulcir ;. tljiey, ^fQ 
efpgtpd batteries^ for its defepee, on tjti^ ^hprg. 
Oi^. the, 1st of August, l79Qr .Lord' J»T^l$Pjj^ 
came in sight of the French ; ^nd, haying 
attentively observed their position, resolved, 
instead of attacking: them in tl"»0 common 
jDode, that is, by laying pne of his pwr^ 3bip§ 
against each of the enemy's, to cut them off 
by detail : he therefore made the signal foj* 
six of his ships to get between the Frenph 
and the land, and to cast anchor along-side 
the six windward vessels of the enemy ; while 
he^ with the remainder of his fleet, did the 
same on the outward side : T^y this means he 
got the French between two fires, and in 
a short time subdued their first division ; 
he then proceeded to take or destroy the 
remainder. This mode of attack was quite 
unknown before, and totally unexpected by 
the French, who, in consequence of the bat- 
teries on the shore, and the little depth of 
water, between them and the land, considered 
themselves perfectly un^sailable on , tbajt side, 



4!^ hfA, . ia cpns^e^iwince, drawn all tibfebeav}^ 
Ijij^gpf othelir , ship9. tp: tbe opposite ^ntef < Jt 
jff^jo^of X\v>s^ Rjeasures whidi ^vpio^ agre^t 
^^iti^ iiaed a- maaoeuvre that none , but ^ 
English :Q^^t would have thought, i$fv;:fpr 
although it was attended with some risk, on 
account of the shallowness of water, (and, in 
fact, one of the ships did run aground, and 
sufiered much annoyance from the batteries 
on shore,) the advantages were so manifest, 
that, when the plan was proposed, no brave 
man could object to it. 

VERSE OF SADY. 

*^ By the sword you may kill one in a thousand 
of yojir enemies ; 

*^But by good judgment you may destroy his 
whole army." 

The most extraordinary part of this engage- 
ment was, its having taken place at night, in 
so dangerous a situation. The battle com- 
menced in the evening, and terminated with the 
blowing up of the French admiral's ship at 



middght. I saw an) exfhibition ^. tMsi ^s» 
^geni^nt ili<me of the Pafl^rknai (the naft»i^ 
lrf>>which I have before des<sra)ed) : the «ij^ 
kSf it Jita^ really dreadful, m^d gaivememidi^ 
df^the hairCM*^ of tiie Day of Judgn^^t.-'-'^;'^ 3 
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^C6nqiLest^\^itf the English by land, during the 

laie^^ar. Ongin of the war with Tippoo 

^ ^SultcvA^'--' Reflections of the Author on the 

events of the contest. Invasion of Egypt by 

' BoTtapatte- — Siege of Acre. Second Confe- 

> deracy against France. Bonaparte invited to 

'"^^ return — leaves Egypt ^ and arrives in Fr<mce 

-' — dissolves the National Assembly — defeats 

the Confederates. . A Turkish army^ sent to 

expel the French ftom Egypt, defeated — The 

English send an army^ under Sir Ralph Aber^ 

cromby, to their assistance, which lands at 

Aboukir — Battle between the French and 

lEnglish — Indian army land at Cosseir^^TJie 

Turks advance to Cairo — joined by part of 

the English army — Cairo capitulates --^AlevC'- 

andria capitulates. Bonaparte threatens to 
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invade England — Lord Nelson destroys sdm^ 
of the Frencif, boats. Peace concluded. 

JoesideS the victories gained at sea, during 
the late war, by the English, they made several 
conquests on land. Of these, the most im- 
portant was the Cape of Good , H[ppe, Vi^bicti 
they took from the Dutch in the year 1^95. 
The circumstances of the capture of th^t place 
have been already detailed: I shall only add, 
that if it had fallen into the hands of the 
French, and they could have kept a strong 
fleet there, the route to India would have been 
nearly barred up. From the French they took 
the Island of Malta (^ particular account of 
lyhich jshaJl be given in the sequel of this 
Narrative) ; the Island of Martinique ; and an 
extensive country in America^ called Surinam. 
From the Spaniards they took the Inlands of 
JBiitinorc^ ^nd Trinidad ; and from the Dutch, 
besides the Cape of Good Hope, the territory 
dependent on which is very extensive, they took 
the v«Juable Island ,of Ceylon, pn which, it 
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i& r fiaidi' they ^nd stores of cinnamon and 
other ' drugs, worth two millions sterliing. 
They ..also took possession of all the settlemej;>t? 
^'the French/ Dutch, and Danes, in India*. , 



■f r '.' '. » -.v.* 



The f capture of Seringapatam, and tlie 
tiiith; of TippooSuJtan, are eVents so well 
'klnowD^ that I should not have thought it 
tdquieite to mention them here, were it not to 
tender the list of the English conquests com- 
^lete, and to explain a few circumstances which 
are hot generally understood. 



-; 



'V' After Bonaparte had gotten possession, of 
Egypt, he privately opened a correspondence 
•with Tippoo Sultan ; and promised; that he 
would shortly send such a force as should en- 
able him to drive thfe English from Indk. 
Some of these letters having fallen into tibe 
hands of the English, who were then at peace 
with the Sultan, irritated and alarmed them 
exceedingly : they therefore dem^ndi^ that 
lie should make over to thein, during the 
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period' the English continued at^'W{|r«^itii 
^ftnise, certain forts which covered the «e&"* 
jKSrts of his dominions ; promising, that thfe 
forts should be returned to him, in the same 
state they were received, as soon as the war 
terminated. He was further inforpaed, utHkt if 
he did not break off all conneickitn withitbe 
French, the consequences' woiild, be fatal jibb 
him. Tippoo either was ignorant '^crf'rjbhe 
power of the English no/toT^ and judged ^qf 
their strength and ability by the wars in whidb 
he had formerly been engaged with • thesm^ 
at a time when the councils of the English were 
not united; or imputed their moderaiim on 
liiifbirmer occasion/to some less worthy mo^iv^g : 
he therefc>re woxild not listen to tl|is saliitaiy 
exhortation, but boldly determined on hosti- 
lity; andj led on by his evil destiny, instead 
t£ pursuing his father's mode of warfere^ ithat 
:«s^ ♦ by laying waste the country, and harassing 
ithe • English' with his cavalr}^ and repeated 
^shirna^es^ he foolishly tried his streiagtJb ^ iki 
•ai ^ gctneml' engagement ; . and^' when di^feat^, 
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^t hbhself up in the fbrtresi^ of Seringapa-i 
tarn ; wh^re he v^itily hoped to resist pedplej 
who, by their contrivances, would stele 1?he 
heavens, if requisite. 

•The British aritiy, under the command of 
©efi^rar Harris, itfrestcd his capital, and, in 
Ai short time,' made an opening, by which a 
hirge hiodj^ of them entered. The Sultan set 
his troops a good example, and fought at their 
head as long as he could ; till, having receh^ed 
three wounds, he fell from his horse, under 
the arch of the gate leading to thfe inner fort, 
and shortly after expired.. The fort having 
been taken, search was made for the Sultun's 
body, and, after several hours, it was discovered 
under a heap of slain. . . c . 

By the capture of this single fortress^ the 

• 

English got possession of the whole of Tippoa 
Sultan's wealth and family, and, in fact, of 
all his dominions : never was so rapid . a oon- 
quest known ; for, from the time the Britisb 
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trc(Qg&< M^rfe first put in motiori,v. .^tili tiHd 
t^tnpf>io,ation of the war, only four mpnths 
had elapsed* 

Had Tippoo acted with common prudence, 
he should have entrusted the defrnfleMQlTSe- 
ringapatam to one of his generals^ anA remained ' 
with his army outside; where, by cutting, off 
the supplies of the English, iand freqtiently 
harassing them, he might have prolonged the 
siege; and, at all events, could have tetreatedi 
to some other part of his territories, and con*- 
titiued the war : but he had too much pride t<!i 
lefi^e his fkmily' and wealth, in a fortress in^ 
vested by the enemy, and resolved rather t6 
die 'in defence of what he considered his honour; 
One of our Poets has well said : 

VERSE. 

*^ When Fortune turns away her face from a man, 
h^ ifflbes'precisely that which he ought not to do." 

^' In iny account of Dublin, I mentioned 
hivitigfeeen the principal events of The Capture 
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tffi ) S^ringapat0^ exhibited on the . stage^ by 
which I was very much affected. 

.- T3ae English . have also to boast^ aittong 
tiieir: qonquests^ the .expulsion of the fVaich 
fiponr: £gypt>.'and a temporary possession of 
ttiat'^^xaoruntry. To explain this assertion, it 
becdnn^ requisite to revert to the invasion of 
Egypt: by Bonaparte. : That celebrated general 
landed his. J;roops in the vicinity of Alexandria ; 
nidas doe Turks were not prepared to resist 
bim, he.got possession of that fortress in a 
few ti»jrs.: Thence he marched to Grand G^n^s 
and vaft that city, althoji^h the capital i>C: ll)§ 
kingdom, was only defended by a mob,/,eom^ 
posed of Mamelukes, Turks, and CophUb ^fwA 
with bludgeons and slings, they wer^ sqqh 
di£^rsed by the victorious troops' of Frai^p^ 
aided by muskets, and cannon. Msgiy ^,4H0 
Mamelukes abo,.disgusted with the Xttl^M^ 
government, joined the . invaders : . the; j itis^ 
maimler took refi^ in the deserts^xatuh th^ 
Turks fled towards Cbnstaentillc^^:^^lttltt 

' i foy 
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leaving the French in quiet possession of. the 
country. 

V H ; Bonaparte, either terrified by -the de&truc^ 
tioneof his fleet at Aboukir, or haviiig SQfii& 
presentiment of the honour awaitiii^ him afe 
Paris, instead of pushing on His troops towards 
India, according to his instructions^ reschred 
to secure the sea-coast on the east ^dei of .<±kd 
Mediterranean; supposing, that, wliea n^istei? 
of an extensive coast, he could motte easily 
elude the vigilance of the British cruizersi^ and 
thus ke^ up his connexion with ,;the mother 
country. In consequence of this determi* 
ndtion, he marched with a large army into 
l^ia^ 6r Palestine, and laid siege to Acre, the 
«eat of government of one of the .Turkish 
P&shas. It fortunately happened, that Jez2ar 
i^iisha, the governor, was a man of consummate 
tkmrage ; but having little experience of Euro* 
pean warfare, and but an undisciplined garrisoMj 
ii0 was^ much alarmed at the approach of the 
»tt4tonquer4ng i Fr^icb> under , their invincibte 
general. 

VOL. II. H 
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It SO happened, that Sir Sidney Smith, 
a captain in the British navy, was at that tm^ 
cruizing in the Mediterranean Sea with three 
ships of war ; and having learnt Bonaparte's 
iriftentionfij offered his services, to assist in the 
defence of Acre. This proposal was gratefiilly 
accepted i))y Jezzar Pasha ; and Sir Sidney, 
having ajidaored his own ship in a situation, 
that flanked the fort, landed with a party of 
his sailors, and, pointing, out to the Turks 
the weakest parts of the fortification, assisted 
in repairing them ; after which he stationed 
his own people at the points most likely to 
be attacked. During this period, Bonaparte^ 
full of confidence, and flushed with victory, 
made the requisite preparations for storming 
the fort. Eleven times he marched his troopsi. 
up to the attack, and as often were they 
repulsed by the united efforts of the Turks and 
English sailors. In each of these attempts 
many of his men fell, from the well-served 
fire of the cannon, both from the fort and the . 
ship? ; and, after losing upwards of 5000 men^- 
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h^ ' was cotafipelled to make a hasty and dis- 
grki^ful retreat towards Egypt. 



J.' 



Thid siege was also very well represented 
in obe of the Panoramas. - The portraits bf 
the Plasba, of Bonaparte, and Sir Sidney, » wene 
said to be striking likenesses; and th6 spec- 
tator might imagine himself at oncfe trans- 
ported from London, into the midst 6f the 

horrid scene of confusion and slaiiighter. 

■■. ■'■ • ' ' 't. 

The enemies of Bonaparte, in Paris,- took » 
ad\faritage of this defeat, to slander hint; and, ' 
fof mtttty months, the Republic nevei" sent 
him any supplies of provisions, recruits, or 
money : this, however, may have been caused 
by the vigilance of the British navy. 



r '' 



About this period, a new confederacy of 
the ' Powers of Europe was formed against the 
French ; and a large army of Russians and 
Germans prepared to invade that country.' 
The Republic was, at the same time, torn in 

; " H 2 
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pieces bjr factions; and it was evident, without 
an able chief to direct them, they must infal^ 
libly be ruined. Impressed with these senti- 
ments, a Btror^ party wrote to Bonaparte, tbat^ 
if he could return to France, they would elect 
him First Consul, and place the reins of govern- 
xnentiahis hands. 

In consequence of these despatches, Bona- 
parte made over the command of the army in 
Egypt, to M. Menou, a very weak man ; and 
embarked privately on board a small, but 
quick-sailing vessel, which, in despite of all 
the English cruizers, landed him safe in 
France. The day after his arrival in Pari$, 
the Representatives assembled in their. Par- 
liament-house as usual, without any arms or 
guard. They had scarcely begun their debates, 
when Bonaparte entered, surrounded by his 
partizans and twenty armed soldiers : some 
of the most forward of the opposite party he 
confined ; and dispersed the remainder, by in- 
forming tliem their services were no longer re- 
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quired. He afterwards filled all the public offices 
with his own friends, and was, by their vote, 
proclaimed First Consul of the French Republic, 
He soon after took the command of the army, 
and marched against the Confederates. It is 
astonishing with what facility he defeated these 
great Potentates ; and having obliged them to 
sue for peace, he returned victorious, and trium- 
phant, to Paris. 

Some months subsequent to the conclusion 
of peace with the Grermans and Russians, 
Bonaparte assumed the title of ^President of 
the Republic of Italy,' and persuaded the 
French to elect him ^ First Consul for lifeJ" 
Thus he daily increased in dignity and power, 
and, by degrees, usurped all the authority of 
the government. During the period that 
I resided at Marseilles, he ordered the coin to 
.be stamped with his own image. He did not, 
however, at that time, venture to assume the 
title of King or Emperor. 
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After the departure of Bonajxarte from 
Egypt, the Grand Signior (properly, Emperor 
of the Ottomans) sent a numerous army, 
under the command of his principal Vizier, 
TTustrf Pasha, to fexpel the French from that 
countfy. But the Tiirks are now so ignorant 
of the art of war, that, although infinitely 
more numerous than their enemy, they re- 
ceived several very shameful defeats, and 
evinced to the whole world their weakness 
and want of courage. 

This event drew aside the veil which had 
long concealed from public view the imaginary 
powers of ,the Turkish government, by which 
they had formerly made such extensive con- 
quests in Europe, and the effects of which are 
still severely and impatiently felt by several of 
the neighbouring Christian sovereigns. The 
Germans and Russians, therefore, prepared to 
take advantage of the difficulties with which 
the Turks were now overwhelmed, in their 
contest with France. 



r In this dilenuna, the JplngUsh, $epit an 
ai;i9^ of 15/)Q0men, under the cpmm^d of 
<!Jeneral Abercromby, {brother q£ the I^ 
Commander- in-chief in India,) to i^ist the 
!I^rks in expelling the Frepiph , from Egypt. 
They also ordered another army to be , seflt 
from India, by the Red Sea and Sijez, to co- 
operate in this undertaking. Grener^l^ Aber- 
cromby landed his troops at Aboukir, thougli 
opposed by the French, who were drawn up 
with a numerous train of artillery on the 
shore, and compelled them to take refuge in 
the fortress of Alexandria. 

Some days after this event. General Menou 
having joined the French with a large re- 
, ipforcement from Cairo, a general engagement 
topk place between the two armies ; in which, 
although Sir Ralph Abercromby and four thou- 
sand of the English were killed, the Fi-ench 
ww^ completely defeated. 



I 



In this battle, a celebrated corps of the 
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SPrfench^ who -had ever accompamed Bonaparte 
in all his conquests, and were honoured with 
the title of ^ The Victorious and Invincible 
I^egion/ were totally routed, and their colours 
iak^n: After this disgrace, the French re- 
ttii,te<i' to Alexandria. . i 






i- In niekher of these battles did the English 
receive the smallest assistance from their allies 
Ifee Tttrks, but gained both victories by the 
jjilrowess of their own arms ; and convinced their 
eftemies, that they were as formidable on shoi^e 
iae at sea* 



It was about this time that the army from 
India, having landed at Cosseir in the Red Sea, 
prepared to pass the Desert, in order to gain 
the banks of the Nile. 

The Turkish Vizier, encouraged by the 
-iruccess of his allies, again assembled a nume- 
. rous army^ and advanced towards Cairo. By 
-fm request, a detachment of the En^ish army 
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also moved in the same drrectioiri aitd laid 
siege to that city. - 

As, at this time, discord prevailed ^mong^t 
the French generals, and every hope of ^^sisH 
tance from the mother countrywas cut ofi^-th^ 
thought it advisable to capitulate ; and gave 
up Cairo to the Grand Vizier, on condition of 
being sent home. The English soon after 
got possession of Alexandria, on the same 
terms. Thus the French were expelled from 
Egypt, and all their vain hopes of proceed- 
ing to India by that route completely 
annihilated. 

After Malta and Egypt had fallen into the 
hands of his enemies, Bonaparte was secretly 
desirous of making peace ; but, far from openly 
avowing his wishes, he affected a determination 
of prosecuting the war against the English 
with the utmost vigour. For this purpose, h^ 
assembled an innumerable army at Calais, 
which is the nearest port to Engla^ a^d 



i06 
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i« situated directly opposite to Dover- He 
also ordered an immense number of fiat- 
bottomed boats, and gun -boats, to be as- 
-Sfwtnbled at the same place, for the purpose 

.0^ conveying his army across the Channel, 
wtich, ^t this place, is only twenty-one miles 

ipv^r. 

i. In order to oppose this invasion, the En- 
g|i^ station^ a large army in the vicinity of 

jpover ; and sent Lord Nelson, with a number 
pf small vessels, to destroy the boats. In the 

' ^3t attack, his lordship sunk several of the 
boats ; but, as they were linked together with 
chains, he was not so successful as he expected. 
In a subsequent attack, the French, having 
been aware of his lordship's intentions, posted 
a great number of soldiers below the decks of 
the boats, armed only with swords and daggers 
(in the use of which the French are said to 
excel all other Europeans), who waited , quietly 
till the English had boarded, and were trying 
to cut away the chains ; they tiien rushed out, 
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arid compelled Lord Nelson to retire, with the 
loss of seven hundred men. 

"I 

After this event, both sides being equally 
anxious for peace, (Bonaparte with the hopes 
of recruiting his nav}^, and the English Mini- 
sters in order to satisfy the common people, 
who were very clamorous on account of the 
taxes and high price of provisions,) Lord 
Cornwallis was sent over to France, as Pleni- 
potentiary, to adjust all differences. After 
three months of continual discussion, his lord- 
ship concluded a treaty of peace, on the fol- 
lowing terms: 

1. That all the conquests made by the 
French, in Italy, Switzerland, Germany, and 
Holland, should remain to them for ever. 

1, That the Islands of Ceylon and Trini- 
dad should remain in possession of the English, 

3. That the Cape of Good Hope should be 
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restored to the Dutch ; Egypt to the Turks ; 
and Malta, &c. to their former possessors. 

This event gave great satisfaction to the 
inhabitants of London. For three days the 
streets resounded with festivity and rejoicing; 
and at night the moon was eclipsed by the 
splendour of the illuminations. 
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^:\.i■U 



The Author resolves to return to India — -Jlw 
purposed route — He quits London-^Disgusted 
with Dover — Embarks for France — Account 
of his journey to Paris — Description of that 
city-— Its Public Buildings — Hot and Cold 

T 

Baths — Mode of washing clothes — Coffee- 
houses — French cookery — Houses — Lodging- 
houses — Lighting of the streets at night— ^ 
Pavement — Description of the Boulevards — 
Palais Royal — Manufacture of China — 
Tuileries — Louvre — Public Gardens — 
Phantasmagoria — Public Library — Opera^ 
and Play-houses. 

As I had been for some time anxious to 
return to India, I determined to avail myself 
of the favourable opportunity of a general peace 
to do so; and, at the same time, to gratify 
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my GUfiosity, by visiting several countries, 
the feme of which had excited my "attention. 
Tlie route I purposed to take, was, through 
Prance, Germany, and Hungary, to Constan- 
tinople ; thence, through Turkey in Asiaj 
eitiier to Arabia, ,or the Persian Gulf, whence^ 
to indi^ the passage by sea is short. 

After a residence of two years and five 
(Lunar) months in London, I bade adieu to my 
friends ; , and on the 10th of the month Suffiir, 
A. H.12175 corresponding with the 7th of 
May 1802, I set out in the stage coach for 
Dover* 

As the distance was only seventy miles, we 
arrived at Dover the same evening; and, as 
we did not stop ^ to dine on the road, I nieant 
to have regaled myself with a good English 
meal befi5re I quitted thiat beloved coqnteyr 
but the inhabitants of jQpver are so contft-*i 
minated with French Grumners, that, to my 
great disappointment, nU the dishes were 
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dressed, according to the rules ef Fr^nelfr 
coQkery; and the people of the inn> <9eeit)g^ 
m^ a foreigner, would tdk nothing bul thufCS;' 
language. In one particular they adhered -WR 
their English customi^, which was^ iii theettfftn- 
vagance of their bill, every artiole being 
charged even higher than the London pfjo^s*" 
The Custom-house officers were also, I thought, 
exceedingly troublesome, and objected to arti- 
cles which I am convinced they had no right 
to do, merely to obtain fees . 

The following day we embarked on board- ■ 
a packet, and in six hours were safely landed 
at Calais, a celebrated sea-port of France. It 
fortunately happened for me, that one of my 
fdlowrpassengers in the stage coach was a 
gentleman of the most compassionate and 
liberal character. He was an Anglo-American 
merchant, named Neil, who was going to Paris 
to -procure the liberation of his ship, which^' 
a year before, had been unjustly seized by 
one of the French cruizers* He, seeing the ; 
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]|npo6itiaE|& atteiii|ite4- to be .put on me at' 
Dover^ ancimyv total ignorance q£ therF,reneh: 
hl^^uage^ CD rour 'arrival st Calais kindly. 
eSBticed' io be my interpreter aod bursar. oa^ the 
jCMirney; These ofiices he faithfully. an4 diliM 
g6B% -performed;, and it was with ' much diffi- 
CDhyt^ couid.prevail on him to accept of the 
smnhehadekpended on my account^ when we 
^ived^ift PariSi 
li.i . ....- . • ■■ :'; : ■ . • • ..•-.-. .: 

After supper we got into a heavy coaclv 
called B. Diligence, but which, from the tedi-r 
ousness of its motion, reminded me of a Hin- 
dcKistahy "carriage, drawn by oxen ; and " after 
tiiree nights and two days of incessant tra- 
velling, we at length reached Paris. .vDiHing 
the whole of this journey, the country i^^nvas 
beautiful and highly cultivated ; rich fields of 
com were here and there divided by vineyai^; 
or orchards of delicious fruit ; rivulets of clear 
wi(ter. crossed the road in various place^^bver 
which were constructed neat stone bridges } and 
etery few miles we came to a populous, town 

-7 .-*'.-» 'r 



orviilaigei> In ithese iresjpeoU^ Jtx^afrpeatadqtoi 
mdiftiaqperioi' toEngtandU-^ The*c^spaxKiG4ihitii 
animals^ were, however^ tbin and poor li^ki^l 
an A resembled those of India. S1» Sioi'sm faittlr 
thei appearance of the Btmaa>ii§t Afifakiwi 
hveoA, and better looking, tbaa lfae:!^3^Ub|) 
but^ I was informed^ were not pear^ so ^gobd;> 
U was on this journey. I first obseryedtOxcflB 
used in Europe to draw carriagei. Many ofi 
the French dogs are exceedingly beautiful, and 
so.ttnall^ that they are carried by budies under 
their arms^ to prevent their being &tigued.> .i^'^^ 

- The roads were very broad and level, and> 
the sides were planted with row^ of shad}r 
t^aesy owhich, in the supimer, must be a great 
ooinlort ^ to the traveller. Many of the toww 
are jfaicroni^ed by walls, and have all thfin 
Ofi^earance of fortresses. 

Ki^/vThe villages in France are exceeding^ 
ttttnui wd da not at all resemble their toiKaK; 
I vAhoijfffaMhd. female peasants very disgasting:^ 
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tft>1:h m Iheir matmeFS and their drem: the 
aft}#^ of the viilage girld in India^ in com- 
parison with these, is mfiiiitely superk)n 'The 
inns on the road were also execrable, ajxl filthy 
ttt^^neh a degree^' that I could iieither eat nor 
-dffide! iti «thefn with any pleastxre. 

»^^ As I had determined to remain only a short 
l^driod in Paris; I lost no time in viewing every 
fittt of it ; and shall here endeavour to give 
* description of that city, together with a 
short account of the character and customs 

# 

of the inhabitants. 



ji ■ 



'the <?apital of France is an extensive and 
noble city, and, in; its exterior appearance; fer 
surpasses London. Its public buildings are .all 
df stone, and are seldom less than eight stories 
high; some houses have even eleven stories. 
A considerable river of fresh water, called the 
Siine, runs through it 5 from which several 
eands have been cut, to conurmnicate with.the 
different parts of the city : over thfise canals 



ire many bridges ; and over tb^ ' river it^^ 
there are thnee handjEome (^tooa bcidges^ 9f^}y 
jujilong as idiose of London. .; . ; vcr 

.) ^ffflvian boftSt of agreat)nt^»b^^^both 
hot and cold batbs^ which are muchifrequtattd 
by the inhabitants. I was particularly de- 
lighted with those which they have oDAstrticted 
on boats, and are moored in the'ri^^en..^ 'Pie 
mode of constructing 'tlieta is this u .they f^mt 
pcQcore a tai^ flat-bottomed beet, on. i^icdbi 
tfaey build twelve . or -more cabins or apart^^ 
ments, which are painted, and neatly^ fitted jup 
with the proper furniture: in each of these 
•apartments there is placed a copper b^th or 
ioistem; aiftd ou the top of the l>oat are 
ijarge- boilers for the hdt, and reservoirs for 
th^ cdld^ watery i which communicate, by pipes 
secured by brass cocks, with the cistern below ; 
80 that the bather can modify the temperature 
i^f ^ the bath ta any ^ degree he likes. , The 
' t^s^fvoirs are filled, and the cisterns et9pti0d, 

Ibjr- mem^M of pumps worked by the ^tre^tm? 
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%f(WJbi(^ Ithere id a. constant :^ufi|)l}^^4p»f( fi^th 
p^grj^, vv^ilboot aT^^ trouble or ^aipefise ; wd 
jtj^p or tl)rea persons are su^d^t tQ-Jceep 
^i^rfery (hiDg : ^le^riy and in good order* ^ ^Chey 
have batbfr f of rthis ' kind; erttirdy ai^»«priated 
to females^ of which the servants are of course 
aUI i¥Q9|f^^ r^ 1 7!>is uaa^tutipn is v^ell deserving 
Qfyjki^it^ioiif^^, Some^pf/tl^eseJboats have covered 
^ps^A^hioli QqmmuQicate.mth tl^ riv^r^ for th^e 
bfn^fii /Pif. th080 who wish to swiim. Otbeors 
hnve^ra rWjaU deck near . the stem, oa which 
i^^ftble IB generally laid out with refreshments, 
^{'.thotse who may fed hungiy- after their 
ablutions, or may be inclined to sit and enj^ 
the cool air and prospect of the^city-- The 
mode of getting to th^se boats is by.:a:.long 
plank, two feet broad, which ia exb^ndpdtftom 
them to the shore^ with a rail on \eaQh aide 
to take hold of* .j-.j 

The people who wash clothea ) chave boats 
also fitted up for the purpose : their boilers and 
tubs Stte below, and the deck; is. hutig round 



^th^ Hned fiar drying. , Owifig to thfe ' i^mple 
ittventiott; .ttte clothes are inuch ^)et]feir washed 
ilnd^bteached hifert th*i in ■ London, = where tW^ 
occupation is often pradtised ' either vi^^^^a e^U&r 
OP in 4 g*rt^t, amidM smoke and dusfti^ ^ • J - -^^ 

V In Paris, the coflfee-hoitises Airfe inriferflfiih&fe'; 
btit> in genciral, are very' fikhyi^ antf; a^^^ttiiny 
of the Erench smoke icg'cr/ or i^AWa/*- ft$ 
them at ail hours of the day, they ^m^li ^Oi^ks^ 
ingly of tobaoco. A person is al'so ' mtiroti 
adnoyed by beggars at these places; they^ 
follow a gentiemaa into the rootny an(ji isdm^^ 
tixMs even take hold of his hand, to aio^ 
hisU^ompassion, or rather to tire him by th€ib 
importunity: they are^ however, content with 
a vtrifie^ ^and will sometimes be satisfied by 
a-piiece of bread: to obtain this favour, they 
have frequently to contend with a surly rivali 
in the form of a large dog, whose filth is lying 
About in different parts of the room. . - ' v 

# 

-^'^( hiid^beeii so long accustomed . to I}ri^l|iSh 
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cbokery, that, during the whdie of my resi- 
dehcfe in Fttince and Italy;, I could hevct' feli^ 
their culinary process. Their roasted meats 
are burned Up, and retain not a drop of gt^vy : 
the boiled meats were also overdone, and 
quite stringy^ The French are exceedingly 
j55nd' df fnixtureis, that is, meat stewed with 
vegetables, ' and * a great quantity of garlick, 
«)[!»ice^, &C; On this account I have fre- 
qtierrtly risen hungry from a table of thirty 
ilfehes, oh the dressing of which much pains 
Had been bestowed, and principa}ly on my 
accoutit. The only good dinners I ever ate 
in these countries were at the houses of English 
Of* Americans, who had taken pains to instruct 
their servants in the proper mode. Neither 
could I relish their pies or tarts, &c. as an 
hispection of their pastry-cooks' shops had 
prejudiced me st4'ongly against them. 

I have before mentioned,, that the extmor 
appearance of Paris is superior to London; 
90, in this respect, are thfeir hotises : they 



afe verylofty, wd^ve a great de^ .<yf gilding 
aind finery about them^ but^ ux.the ijater40i;(» 
tbey are xyot by aijiy .means sa. neatly or cq0>- 
fortably fitted up as the English housi^?. ; , ., 

.The pleasures ' of this . life d^nd mwi^ 
upon the attainment o£ three .thi^gs^;.m 
Ist^ Aclean^ comfortable^ and private l|Quae^.t^ 
reside in. For such a situation^ a stmnger ui 
Paris may seek in vain. 2dly, Grood eating 

I. 

and drinking. Of this pleasure I i^as depriined 
by the badness of their cookery. 3dly^.^ 
facility of. procuring those things which ai:e re- 
quisite, for our comfort. ,TJbe better classes of 
inhabitants probably enjoy these means^i but 
they, are unattainable by a traveller. 

. . A lo(%ing-hQuse in Paris, whidi is proba- 
bly eight stories high, and contains fifty or 
sixty persons of both sexes, has only one en- 
txa^^^>ey and one yard. The noise and dirt made 
1^*such a crowd may be easily imagined. ..In 
theise boui^ it is ^Bot customary to hang" heiU ; 
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iJRd^te^ tKe«em»its>mven> Mak^ of \nit»g die 
ftioin^buta9il€(lt a d^y, that ils, i»ii«i tiW3r>«iake 
tf«i^%€ri; ^and bring Up trater^ it ^ beoonies;^a|9aov 
JM«^ it^uiis^t^^^for^'^dony who miAtt^^ 
at^jcdiiifort^f^tb hire a sea^rtwit of his own^ to 
ii4i(MNii)«d is' dblg^ iJC^'piy a ^uieak week. In 
iPrance, they seldom think of cleaning the grate^ 
or fire-place; it is consequently a disgusting 
dll^i^Wli«r6»$^ ill Englahdi I always thought it 
te'i <)riiailil^ t ^ to the ' ^^room^ and a good coal 
^iV^oie btefatifol than a bouquet of flowera. 

^^•^^Itfsafete of the rfb-teteidf Pari«> thereat, 
it in^tj a few iamps> nAiich yield:a glimmering 
^ght, 'biksely sufficient f^&manxyf keen ^ight 
to find his way ; and, :as the shopkeepers itlo 
not light up their windows as iiLLondon^ the 
eit^^ Jhas then a .veiy> sombre. : app^aratK^^^ 
la itfapse : streets which, havo not lamps^ ^.i\ 
frequently see a lantern suspended from »tbt) 
ioof of a house by a long rope^ whicb^ ^k^ the 
djv)^-time, has a disgusting and mean appoaraiice. 
ITIid-" streets in Paris are not^ flagged #o»^the 



Mde&i^fM ik^lmyixm $r at rough jpsiWQineiil )e»tdMAi 
ioii^r ^ve^vvp close to rthc^idfiompiitlii^ifQdt^ 

drivevk^ovKt on;thir;aQi;;oiip£ tber^iAino^p^te 
Wire In walking the streets jpft^JP^rii^r -^J^IWSilN^ 

In some measure to, compensate -for, t^ 
atiQve deficiency, there is a broad r99d>i;:$9l^m^ 

by;*heiramparts of the. ariciefit cHy,owhwh 
extends, in a circle, for many miles, and is called 
ih^ BQuievard$r SC'hitt i>QQd is prop^||^ >(4M[ided 
into.thm^ portions :, the middle, rwhiol^; ji 
twcntyr^ve yards wide^^ ia. allotted tQ,.hoils0| 
a&d r ttarriages, • and < the two sides are aj^rcH 
pfbtedv to the foot^patssengers. iFcmr tmm 
ctf" shady trees have been planted all along thta 
TbBi^P . whcdi not only add to its beauty^ but fed 
itfil/ofoimfbrt.* Under /the. > two exterior rosm 
ofli tftes^ '■ a number : of tables are; laid > «iak 
vathLifinpt^ /aherbe^ juctures, toys> tfc* tklt 
prdpcnyIjo^^t|i 4radefiraen,.who ti^e tMfr 
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iiMkin hem iiwipg^ tlie ds^) ^^ 
hioinaeg: .at tught* As these poofie :;undeF$eU 
tlli0 regular ehopkeepeps, their stails jere alwa^^ 
cisoMledy either by persons wiishing to p^n(^)i|k#9 
ebap bargains^ or hy passesigerB^ induced from 
ciiriwiltyi tbr\oohi3t their drticle&: in; i^ort, 
this w&Ik is never empty. 

s 

^i A second. fasvourite place of recreation of 
the ^Parisians, is the Palais Royal. This place, 
previous to the Revolutiony was the residence 
erf the King's Brother, but is now thrown open 
Cl> the Public. The garden, which is sur- 
founded by a wall, is an oblong square, five 
handoed' yards Ibng^ i by two hundred wide^^ it 
is divided by a number of gravel walks^ diad^ 
faf trees, into paiterres of . roses and oihf^ 
siKiubB, flowers, kc.^ at the ends ane two>|p% 
halls, sixty feet long, by thirty wide,- C})^')}i!i 
fronts and supported by stone pillars; and within 
the inclosure theare are not less* than. twenty- 
fin^ handsome cof&e4ipuses, all of which are 
^ffsa to the garden. Morning^indreYeifiii^g 
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these' moms Hve cro\y<kd wkht^i feswrn^^f^ i^a)^ 
sesu6A,i^ppeciaily<me which is sitn^atedoppoMiiA: 
tfa^e^ter 'Cfoss. wialk> a)ad ijiasLi^ md^ djfQxiimb 
veMtidflin These gardens are Ihe^Qonstaob 
resort of thousands of peGf)le; '^hoi-v^ed tjurfdb 
of ^king, oi' meeting by chansei^^ith a dnfieidio 
rel;ire to the cofFee-hoUses, ^ and ^refresh -^eaDrti 
selves with wine, sherbet, fruit, or icfe. I muit 
here acknowledge, that the Erench aurpasa^ttHv 
Persians, Iiidians, :and £nglish,r iu tbefloilniife 
facfure of this latter article. .... j'^iq 

'J'A^^kce freqmtnted by such a conoomrin 
of' ' pec^i must of course be the favouxita 
reserfc of courtezans ; hundreds of them arft/ta 
be ^et in every walk ; and the houses in the 
tidrthy we filled with them; It is dirtreftsing 
t^^^ee^ place, once the residence of Royalty^ 
jJerttertted to bo ignoble purposes* ^ m 

•yi^'N^fefer to the:gratid gate of the Paiak Boytf 
ia^ ati^'^t^s«>ftB 2^ l0fty buildings dW^ 
^{IMed into sho|)^ m which 4une diispiayed i^xm 
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l^^rthe'^'^ridnoistotlianufactures and' fintist pio^ 
dootiotis of v4he^ ixnantrp I iwas-* partreularly 
aitractedr:^y/i^ev? jewellers' ami diina' «hdp5. 
tkb ii^> iwqaii&te ' kere t& ■■ explain, tfaott:^' Um 
five(cah([«^errcdebrated alt ovei' .Europe 'for 
tke^ii»ntifSlotum''of china; it is difficult /to 
ili|&,^^Qth^)tht betttity of the painting, :the 
f^h^ss d^' thfe giMiHg^ or the transparency 
Ofi^the^mlitefittl; k> most estimable ; in short, 
ib-j«ri-so: .hi^y prized, that, in En^and 
aiul-ot&er countries, it is either shown as a 
c:«dr>p6ity^ or only used when a guest of great 
onnJequence visits ti:ie houses The Frennh 
aisr>if idsb . famous for making ^ very large 
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/s:A third place of* resort for the, iuxurioiis 
iiaftmbitants of Paris, is the garden of plea^r^ 
grounds of the Tuileriesy sl celebrated pdlace^ 
now^ occupied by Bonaparte. These grounds^ 
itr&^ly^ded into two portiona: that nextUhd 
palace is used as « parade for thdf trdOpi^^- at^ 
at*^time&5 five or six thousand horise- are draWh 
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up) ; (vi^tidnn ^ the indostnfd; . /j: AOn^th^^ ^sideriliete 
tite^iiityvthisj garden is fenced in^lby ia lo%j(hM)i6 
ni^iig,Hwitb twoimmense-fgat^/vmicfli^Jasite 
htdisLisatt cai]ed: phateks :.- on bo^sjdes ofi tM 
goAeaamieitected a mimber ofottfHid'{»lUc9|5jyi^ 
whiicfa; am placed brazeti^ stotufistjoftdmnirsdif 
l^e as Ufe^ part of :(^^ 
iv^m liome? bj? Bonapittrbi>- an^ Sftid^gteriJii 
tbfs work of the vm^v o^l^bvatedirtaiuliedb 
masters. Aftet* pasping tjiirp^^ .ther'.sqQard^ 
yoin. enter what are . property j. the r^'iUldiK 
gas!^^ tvhdidii communicatevi^i^thvth^Viikg^'iqp 
vfaoioia!! roads. These gardeoa are^ aauohfanijp 
sqpare/v about : two tniled in CLrcumfeten€St& 
in them are several rivulets of running wabac^. 
and large fountains with lofty jets (Teau; 
alw/^i^everal gravel walks, shaded by tim- 
bi^g^im»^ tre^ii under mhki^ st»ad a/grcMb. 
Xaci^jby- of ^admired statues, .aU q£ whidi bsan^. 
bgm}ob^ught;from the conquered countri«K» 
Tjrfnt$x8m.|tttdiedL kxtdifferent places; m iiHiid^ 
t^,s^B(jaQfife^ wiiwe^ »«J>^Qt, ioeyv fruit, >8(g^ 
0%f JfeQ^tQUt^ntei Gff^ the gafdena there jk^mIQ) 
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:0KtoniMiH(: paric^ adori^ mth a^iiuly*-: trees add 
^•treaim; o(f watee ; the whole bounded by a^deep 
- jwetidifch; : Frooi this park^ on the right; lisild, 
idb a J. beautiful rview of the principal buildings 
-:•# 4h^=uity^5' andvon tJie left haiid there is 
'*ft ^^xtolisit^^^l^rospec* bf the rivfer, with Its 
tmiterlitibridgild^ this park a nunAer of 

9l»nt^'are ala^ pitdied^ iti which the people 
{ii«fe^*fther oofetfhtially daheihg^ lo the sotind of 
^lifinto^i!$<:5l$t}s iWiifiic^,- or exhibiting their Aill 
^IS- fefteirig*, to th^: suirbunding multitude.- It 
^ay be unrieoefesary to ^tate, thiit, in the'^d- 
•-^itt} of the^ tents, abuTtdance of refreshtti^ts 
'^tkxe Hb be pro^red. In *fiy' 6{jftioH> this 
jpaA is the pleasantest place ibout Parli^V "for 
'piking and recreatibh. ^ '• * 

.:-'■' ■ * I ' . 

-^' The places 1 have hitherto tfescribed'tere 
better ad2q)ted to the, taste and customs ^^of 
•the eommoh people, than of the higher classes ; 
btit' iA the Louise, all persons of scieticfe or 
'ISieral education may f?nd ah infe5dwiustiblc 
f^md of amusement and infdfmjftion. The 



Louvre is a Mpositoiy of all the ^cttrMSs^/tteieet 
statues^ and other corioi^ties,' {dvmdereiElJ^ 

^Bonaparte and other French generals, from all 
the countries they hdve overrun 5 - but : the 
most valuable of them' .were- broughlifrMi 
Rom^v The sciences of seiilptuiy^^^fK) paint- 
ing \vere formerly much better -undirrtood 
than they are at the pr^totit tiitate. During 
the reigns of the Caesars^ these aiis^, a^ecia% 
the former,, flourished to a great degree^;r bmt 
on the extinction of their power, the acienoes 
were^ for some centuries^ totally neglectod. 
Fortunately, the Popes, or Vicars of JefiM 
Christy who succeeded to the governnieht of 
Rome, and some of the Princes of Italy, cxA* 
lected a number of the statues, and a few 
pictures, which they carefully preserved. These 
have ever since served as models and copies fbf 
th^r ai;tists of later times, who used to travel, 

,^iim fall, parts of Europe, to Kome, to perfect 
themselves in their precession. When Bpna* 
pavte tdok possession of that . city, he scrupled 
not to .plmider these venerable repositories. 
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Bxid ordered (he most valuable articles to he 
aelectedy and sent to Paris.- 

* VThe Louvi^ \b a very extensive and. lofty 
b»lding. The- whole of the lower story is 
filled with statues and heavy articles^ thiS .per-< 
iJBGtions of whidi I was not a competent judge 
of. On the iirst floor ycm enter a niagnifi- 
pent room, three hundred feet square, arid one 
hundred and flfi^.hig^^ lightedfiom.the top, by 
glass windows in iron fraihes, laid in a sloping 
position, which not only give abundance of 
Ught, but keep out the rain and snow, as well 
as a tiled roof« On \3cit wall&of this fbom^JErom 

top to bottom, are auq)end!^ many thousands 
of the most beautiful :and valuable pictures 
th&. imagination can fancy. After passing this 
fOpm; you. enter a gallery ninety, .feet .wide, 
|Ad Jbialf a mil^ long : on the walls of thiS; gal^ 
lery are su3pended a great variety of pictures^ 
in gilt frames, and covered with glass, to pre- 
jEietve them .firom the eflfecta pf the weather, 
.The number of pictures in, this cpUectipn U 
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tmmensej and the value incalculable: some of 
them are seventy yards : ia . length, and thirty 
in breadth. In short, after viewing the 
iaouyre, : :1 considejced . the pic tiwres , ^d .other 
'Curiosities I. had seea in DubHn.'and Londcaa 
merely as diildrea-s . playtbL&p^; iThis places^ 
3^:wellas thorn before de8cril>ed,;:is supported 
at the pubUc expense, and the people, are ad^ 
jnitted gr^is : this ieryes to, amus^ thern> and 
.jfendets Bonaparte s governmeiit popular. , 

•" ' ' ' , • . , . ' 

':.\ Bc^es; the . pJaces of amuaement already 
described, there is not ^a division of tiiC: city 
but has half-afdozen public gardens,, xxc other 
exhibitions : the principal of thesis are the 
JtaKan Gardens, the Frescati and the TRvbli; 
in each of Which there is aA eickibitioh 
of fireworks, danGixig',-&e.^v^y eveming, arid 
iabundahce of refre^*fient€2bf 'all^lfiindi to b^ 
^procured.* - ■• *■■■ -•-^\ - ^ I'^^^-v - -. -' ■ ■» 
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I was particularly eM^tiliifi^ i« Paris by 
an invention, called Phmiamcfgorh^ i canHot 
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*iqplain the pf inciptes of this art, farther, than 
it can only be exhibited in a dark room, and 
4s; effected by transparent paintings and sha^ 
dows. A figure appears, apparently at a great 
iii8tance,*and sometimes as if coming from the 
toof of the house : it is at first very small, not 
forger than a star, but increases in size as it 
approaches. One of these figures represented 
a dead person in a shroud, which approached 
by degreies, and, when if: came close to us, 
opened the shroud, and discovered a skeleton, 
ftorrid to behold. Many of the children^ and 
•e^en wdnien, were alarmed, and cried piteously^ 
Hie spectre then retired by degrees, and seemed 
td vanish throng the roof; immediately afier 
which, a soand, resembling thunder and rain, 
was distinctly heard, and added to the dismay. 
By >means of this science, they can introduce 
on the stage the exact semblance of any hero 
of antiquity, or the likeness of any absent 
friend : and this art was formerly used by 
necromancers to deceive people, by leading them 
to suppose they possessed supernatural powers* 
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■ JThe Public Libratry of Paris contaiBs neady 
a';inilUon of books, in various languages, and 
xj^n. all subjects. Its establishment is the 
most liberal I have any where met with, as 
the people are permitted to enter it gratis, and 
have/fiot qnly permission to read there the 
whole .day,; but to make extracts, or even to 
iQ(4)y ' any book, in the. collection. 
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■:. In this city there are thirteen oper^i or play- 
b(puses^ several of whiqh I yisitedrvAfid, .up§^ 
i)i\e whojle, I think the French, operas j^^pupfj- 

rior tQ,Aho$e of LondxHi, botih in respect taih^ 
s«]nger^ and the dancers. There are alao sev^ll 
places for M equestrian performances; and .^e 
ballrrooms for dancing are innumerable.! ._! , 
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' CHAP. XXIV. 

Character of the French . jinecdote • of a Barbtr 

' '"^of the hotel at Marseilles'' — Aathjorsre^ 

Actions. Observations on the appearance cmd 

dress of the French Ladies. He meets with 

• ... 

"^'^^everal of his EngKsh acquaintances-^Is dis- 
^^'plisased' at his reception by Mr. iW— y^ the 
""^ 'British Envoy. ./Anecdote of the .people -of 
-^•M&zanderan.' Auth&r visited by a sharper-*^ 
^»' He forms an acquaintance with some of -the 
"^'^^Frtnch Literati- — Is invited to Courts/ ' *» : 

•I' HE French in general, and especially the 
Parisians, are extremely courteous, affable, and 
ftattering. They never make use of th^ pim- 
ple words Yes or No, but have always some 
eircuitous phrase ready, expressive of the 
iaK!>nour you confer, or their regret,. In point* 
Big out the road, or explaining any thing to 
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a foreigner, they are indefatigable, and consider 
such conduct as a proof of their good-breeding 
and humanity. You may call on a French 
gentleman at any hour, and relate to him your 
whole story twice over : he wiU listen with the 
greatest patience, and never betray a; discou^ 
tented look. How superior, in this respect, 
aare tbey to the irritable arid surly Englishmen !, 



•1 ■ 
■ • > 



. Whilst travelling, or when dining at French 
ordinaries, I was frequently surprized to .see 
with what good-humour the gentlemen put 
up with bad food, and worse, wine ; and \sfhea- 
ever I complained, they took great paia3 to 
persuade me the things were not j^q . bad^ or 
that the master of the house was not in fault. 
Hie JlVendi, appear always happy, and dot n^J^ 
vex themselves with business ; for immediateljr 
aftfer diifiner, * they walk out, and amuse themf* 
selves, till midnight, in visiting the garden^ 
and other places of recreation. To most of 
these fdaces.ithey have admi^ion gratis,,, tia^ 
prcqprietaors of them being cosntent with th0 
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moderate profit they can make by the sile of 
cx)ffee, sherbet/ ices, &c. ; arid at the opera d^ 
play-houses, where admission is charged feV^ 
the prices are not a fourth part what they ztt 
in London. It must • however be acknow- 
ledged, that some of the places of public amusie- 
ment are so confined and ill contrived, that 
none but a Frenchman could tolerate theiri. 

In some instances, I think the French have 
too much apathy and want of exertion, and that 
the servants take advantage of the forbearance 
of the better classes. I have often observed the 
servants neglect their duty, or, in order to avoid 
a little exertion at first, bring on themselves 
double trouble in the end. I shall content my- 
self with quoting two or three trifling instances. 



» if 



.. •f'i 



' In a London coffee-house, if a gentleman 
calls for ireakfasty the waiter will at ohce 
tiring him all the requisites on a tray, and 
afterwards eggs or fruit, if called for. This 
lie does to avoid running backward and forward. 
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to which l;he English have a great objec|^on 
B^i^ ^ in P?^ns, although the waiter perfecJtly 
kao>ys by experience .what articles ^re i^* 
quisitQ^ ; he will iirst bring the coffee, then JiJb^^ 
sug^jr ^ third time the milk, and, before you 
cgfl possibly breakfast, he must have made half 
a 4ozen trips to the bar. When a number of 
perspns are assembled, such conduct causes the 
greatest confusion, and a total want of all 
cp.mfort. 

My barber in Paris used to bring with him 
a .large cppper basin, and a coarse clothj, some'r 
what like the bags out of which the horses in 
Jndia.^at their corn. Having tied the latter 
under mv chin, he then threw some water into 
the basin, and, with a piece of soap, haying 
made a quantity of lather, he daubed it all over 
my face, neck, and breast, while he himself 
was wet up to the elbow ; after which he com- 
|menced his operation of shaving. Disgusted 
^ijoth this.mod^, I asked him one day if he had 
e?5e^,,^^u in England. He answered^ tl^ 
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bo^jbad.' ^' Then, " Said I, "you must feavef 
%i^&[t that there the barbers carry only a sjnalfi 
?:hox.y which contains both soap and hrnfeh,'' 
"«id a couple of razori^, with which they>cam 
^f shave fifty people in a morning, without 
^^ daubing their customers, or dirtying their- 

ff 

** own clothes. Why do not you adopt their 
^^mode?" He replied: "Your observation 
^^ is correct: I have both a box and brush 
^^ at home ; but, as the French do not like 
".them, and I cannot introduce the fashion^ 
^Vthey have therefore never been used; but,- 
"i» future, I shall bring them for your use."- 

.-^r • -. . • .. . ' 

.*-...■ ■ . 

l:During my stay at Marseilles, I resided some 
tkae^at an hotel in which there ivas an ordi- 
TSBXf^ where twenty or thirty persons assembled 
ev^ day. Unfortunately, my sitting room was 
dbraerto the ordinary, the door of which was 
allowed to swing backward and forward, and to. 
make a horrid creaking noise, which rendered 
tng^oom very uncomfortable. I frequently begged 
o§;thei servants to shut the door after them,i)i*; 
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to tik^ some method of ^ stoppit^ the ncSsfc 
ttmt^ all in vam ; I might as well haW talked 
ta* the wind. At length, losing all patienoey 
Centered their apartment, and said : ^^ Grentler 
men,' if you are not affected by the horrid 
CTeaking noise and flapping of this cursed 
^^ dcbr, what kind of feelings do you possess? 
^' and, if it does disturb • you, why do not you 
^^ remedy the evil?" Some of them appeared 
surprized at my extreme delicacy,, in being so v 
easily annoyed ; others, however, had candoof 
enough to confess it was very disagreeable, but 
did not know what could be done. I replied: 
" Either insist on the servants shutting the door 
every time they go out or come in> or> if 
you do not find it too cold, set thG> bacJD of 
a chair against it, and let it remain valw^jV^ 
^^ open-" They complied with the latter ?t(^* 
gestioik, and thus relieved themselveii' and beb^^- 
froim the disagreeable noise.' . ^ i . ^ > »/ :> ' i^ 

! '>On beholding these inert qualities riti> >tl^ 
French^ i was cofivinced, that^ nc^withst^mdin^' 
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their numbcars, skill, and brayery, th^y ;Avili 
ne^er gain the superiority oyer the EngUshii 
Trfao, although inferior in strength Of air^ie^^ 
are persevering, and indefatigable in resou^x:^ 
md contrivances. It really astonishes ine, 
how the French, being so deficient in epergy 
aad perseverance, should have acquired so 
much fame and power. ,. 

- " • . .■■..''•" 

^' The men in France are, I think, bettei' 
liooking lihan the English ; their clothes are 
made to fit the body, and are of more livejy 
colours ; many of them also wear ear-rings and 
iiltfaier ornaments . 

'■ 'The Frenchwomen are tall, and mcyr^ corpu- 
toit than the English, but bear no comparison 
^th respect to beauty. They wapt the simpli- 
dty, modestyi, and graceful motionsi of the .fta- 
glish damsels. Their fiishion of dressing the l^a^v 
was to me very disgusting, as it exactly resembled 
49ie niode practised by. the commost dancing- 
^rls in Ifidia ; that is^ by dividing the hair ixito 
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riU^Ietd^ two of which hung t)n the cheeks ii| 
ari afffected careless ifiaiiner. They were also 
|)ifflnt6i t6 dn -fexcessive d^ree, were very fea^ 
'ward, and great talkers. The waists of their 
gowns were so short and full bodied, that thfi 
women appeared hump-backed; whilst the 
drapery in front was so scanty as barely to con- 
ceal half their bosoms. Although. I am by 
nature amorous, and easily affected at the 
si^t of beauty, and visited every publjq place 
in Paris, I never met with a FreadbwQiQ9n 
who interested me. : ; 

In Paris I had the good fortune to meet 
with several of my Englisli friends, and to form 
an 'acquaintance with some other gentleoien of 
that nation. The most distinguished of thfe 
former dass wet'e Sir E. I ■■ ■ ■ 'y , Lady l ' / ■ y ^ 
and her beautijful daughter. This gentleman 
•was formei^ly Lord Chief Justice inBe^^i and 
it was during the time he prided that jd^^ 
Nundcomar was . hanged for fc^gefy*. . Puring 
tte «arly |>art of the Freach ReMolu^n^ Ijue 
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^xei a Ifflpgfe iram of money in • their> ^ftindBi 
laid waS: theii endeavouring to procufe'|)ay- 
hient from Bonaparte. He twice ask^d me 
to dine with him, and was very a^tentrvte 
to me. 

I here also had the pleasure of ag%iin meeting 
fliy friend Colonel W— 1, from whom I ex- 
jJ^enced so much civility in Dublin^ He was 
K^oic^ to see me, and accompanied me to all 
ika-ptAilb places. From Mr. and Miss O- — -y 
f receivted the most marked attention. 

-'. V. From General De fi^ — — e, formerly Com- 
intinder-in-chief of the armies of the Mahrattah 
pifirioe Mahdajee Scindia, of whose history I 
lia^e 'taken some notice in my. account of 
Ibondon, I also experienced much civility. 






I was much surprized to meet here my 

shipmate Mr. G-* d. He had come to 

Paris to improve his fortune, through the in- 
ttrest of Madame Talleyrand/ to whom he once 
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hj|4 the hotK>uF of being iHisb^Hd :^ im4:>| 
ufii^rstand ^he ha& siriice procured^ for hini w 
^f^intoien^ .umler.the Dutch govieran^eiit^ at 
the Cape qf Grobd Hope* ^ *. ' . ; 

To Mr. M — y, the British Envoy at Paris, 

I carried a letter of recpmmeDdation from Lord 

Et^— Hm, then one of his Majesty'^s Ministers: 

aod dthough he procured me passports^ and 

Itos remarkably courteous and polite, he >^a», 

.... • 

I thought. Very deficient in sincerity and friend^ 

ship. His conduct on this occasion reminded 
me of an anecdote of the inhabitants of Ma- 
zanderauj who, being excessively lazy, and 
indifferent about religion, neglected to attend 
divine service on the Sabbath. The superiu- 
tendant having noticed this conduct^ threatened 
to punish them : they, however, endeavoured 
to excuse themselves, by saying. That if they 
spent the day in prayer, their children must go 
supperless to bed. The superintendant regre? 
s^ted their ca^e to the king, who, beii^ a 
y^t and compassionate prince, ordered .the 
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treaBurer to pay these poor people an allowance 
ewry Friday^ that they mi^t be then enabled 
to perform their spiritual duties^ without injury 
to their temporal concerns. In consequence 
of this regulation, the people were obliged to 
^tehd the mosque at the hour of prayer ; but 
it was noticed^ that they never performed the 
previous ablution^ without which prayer has no 
fslficacy. The superintendant was incensed at 
thej^ conduct^ and^ having summoned the 
seniors of ; them to his tribunal, said^ '^ Now 
^^ that liis most gracious majesty has been 
*^ pleased to giw you an allowance sufficient 
^^ for the support of yourselves and families 
" for the Sabbath, how does it happen that^ 
^^although you attend at the mosque, you 
^' do not perform your ablutions, without 
'^ which, you must be sensible, your prayers 
" can be of no avail ? " They replied ; '^ Tho 
*^ allowance made us by the king is for prayer ; 
^^ if his majesty is anxious wc should perform 
'^ abliuion^ let him give us an allowance for 
" that also.*" Thus Mr. M — y complied witl^ 



1^Q,\ 'letter of Lord P ; rti'a reopmmo:^*- 
tiori^ biit.overiooked the «p/ri^ 6f it; and bad 
InkoJt met witia other friends in Paris, my jour^ 
ney through Prance would have been a very 
\wcomfl>rtable one. I must however acknow^ 
kdge myself indebted to him for his advitsu 
in consequence of which I relinquished n^ 
original plan of proceeding to Constantimi^ile 
through Germany and Hungary, and was 
thereby four months and a half ^ peffoi^ii^ 
a -journey {to be detailed in the sequel) ti4>)^ 
Colonel Harcourt effected in twenty-^ne dfiygj' 
about the same period, " i ^ 

> Shortly after my arrival in Paris, I rtig 
visited by a person who spoke Pfersian. flueniJjj^ 
a(ndy although dressed as a Turk, professed to 
be a Christian, and called himself Esctekt^J 
When we- became better acquainted, I aiie^ 
him what was his real history; He iiftpiied> 
in a low tone of voice: ^^ My pw&|>cff name' is 
^^ Syed Mohammed; I w(«s borti^ in Persia^ 
•*^'bat have loftg resided in Cc^statfrfiriople. 



^-I have travelled ov^r great part of the worldy 
^aiid can: speak eleven languages; but I da 
*^ not wish it to be known here that I -am 
V a Mohammedan.'* Whien I arrived at Con- 
stantinople^ I made inquiries respecting this 
|Ban*s character; and learned^ that he was one 
of the owls (sharpers) of that city, and that 
his parents were Greeks of the lowest clas&« 

*i - In Paris I had. the {Measure of forming an 
acqumntance with several of the French Li* 
terati^some of whom possessed a considerably 
knowledge of the Oriental languages, especially 
M. Langley and M. De Sacy. These two gen- 
tlemen visited me daily : neither of them spoke 
Persian well, but, as they had studied Arabic, 
and read a few jx>etical Persian books, they 
translated several of my odes into French verse 
with much facility, and I found them much 
quicker in comprehension than any EnglishT 
man I had met with. Perhaps the French lan- 
guage approaches nearer to the Persian idiom 
than English ; or, that our poetical expre^ioa«^ 
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ai^more cdngtuial to their ideas, than to tfidse 
©f/the inhabitants of a Colder climate. Thcsif 
genttemen- promised they would publish my^ 
cojxtpositions iu iheir periodical papers. 

T -About a fortnight before I left Paris, I 
ngceived several messages from M. Talleyrand, 
requasting I would favour him with a visit. 
I was also waited on by M. Jabere, the Grovem- 
m^t Oriental Interpreter, with an invitation 
from Bonaparte, to attend his levee. I was un- 
ft^rtunflctely. unwell at that time^ and afterwards ^ 
1^ u^t m opportunity of paying my respects* 
ta.Jtjbofie twQ gceat men. 
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CHAP. XXV. 



The Author sets cfut for lyons-^Account of hds 
journey. Description of the city of Lyofnsr^ 
Curious mode of building-*-'Dying Mamfac- 
' tory. The Author visits the house wherein the 
late General Martin was born. He txckes 
his passage on board a boat for Avignon — 
^ ' Accofimt of his voyage — Description of Le 
' Pont de St. Esprit. He cultivates an acquaint' 
' dnce with M. Bamou — Arrives at Avignon 
^"Sets out in a Diligence for Marseilles^—- 
Description of that city — Hospitably Enter- 
tained by the Governor and his famiiyr-^He 
forms an acquaintance with several American 
gentlemen-'^Engages a passage to Genoa. 
, ' ■ ■ '' ■ 

As 1 was anxious to pursue my journey, I 
made but a' short stay in Pwis; and, on the 
ifA of Rubhy al Avul (27th of May), jiet 



MIBJ&A ABU, Tj^hEBifiMAN. ^4^7 

out in a post-chaise (probably diligence) for 
Lyons- As the fare charged for this post-chaise 
was three guineas, I had flattered myself that 
I should have been better accommodated, and 
travelled quicker, than in the coach v^hich 
brought me from Calais to Paris, I was how- 
ever much disappointed, when I got into the 
xiarriage, to find that it was already occupied 
by two Frenchmen and a woman, besides an 
Italian female as an outside passenger. 

We travelled from sun-rise till nine o'clock 
at night, with the rapidity of an English wag- 
gon, and then stopped to sup and sleep. None 
of my companions inside understood a word 
of English, and were the most selfish and un- 
feeling people I have met with in all my 
travels^ They had secured the be&t places in 
the carriage fqr themselves ; and when I re- 
quested one of them would exchange with me 
I for? a short time, according to the English 
-idustom^ they not only refused, but lai;ighed sat 
' vmy'4irtftess. Also> when we stopped at nighty 

L 2 



148 THE TRAVELS OP 

they immediately ran and secured the best 
beds ; and the inn-keeper^ finding t did not 
understand French, and bad nobody to take 
my part, put me into a shabby dirty room. 
The third day, the Italian female, compassiona- 
ting my situation, made me understand, partly 
by signs, that I should threaten, if they did not 
give me a good bed, that I would sleep in the 
carriage, and not pay them for a room. By 
following her advice, I afterwards succeeded 
in getting a tolerable apartment. We were 
five days performing a journey of two hun- 
dred and twenty miles ; during which time my 
situation was very disagreeable and uncomfort- 
able, and diminished the pleasure I ought to 
have enjoyed, in travelling through so fine 
a country. 

Lyons is one of the finest cities in France, 
and has a broad river (the Saone), resembling 
a canal, running through the middle of it ; 
both sides of which are lined with stone : it i^ 
navigable for very large boats. On the side 
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of this river is a broad walk, well shaded by 
trees. There is also, on the outside of the 
town, another large and rapid river (the 
Rhone), into which the former empties itself; 
and over both are several very handsome 
bridges. 

There are in this city several magnificent 
public buildings, all of hewn stone. The 
gates also are very lofty, and have capacious 
apartments for the guards. 

Many of the houses in the new town are 
built of clay, in a manner well worthy of imita- 
tion. A mould of planks is first formed, the 
length of the required wall, and about two feet 
high: this is placed on the foundation, and 
filled up with well-kneaded clay ; after which it 
is allowed to stand for two or three days, till 
the clay is well dried : it is then taken to 
pieces, and placed on the wall, when a second 
layer of clay is put into it, which soon joins 
the lower one ; and when it is dry enough. 
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the mould is again removed, and continued' iti 
this manner till the wall is completed : the 
angles are then built up with unburnt bricks. 
By this means the walls are formed quite straight 
and perpendicular : they are afterwards plas- 
tered over with mortar, and look quite as well 
as if they were made of burnt bricks, and, if 
the top is preserved from rain, will last as long. 
These walls have two advantages over the mud 
walls of India : in the first place, they are much 
better looking, and, in the second, are more 
rapidly erected. 

Lyons being famous for its dying manu- 
factories, I gave them' one of my turbands to . 
die, as an experiment : they brought it home 
the following day, a very beautiful purple 
colour, and so well done, that it lasted me 
several months, exposed to a hot sun, with- 
out fading, for which they only charged 
eighteen-pence ; whereas in London I always 
paid four shillings for the operation, and, 
notwithstanding the coldness of that cli- 
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mat^, the colours vanished in ten or twelve 

, The vicinity of Lyons produces a variety 
of. delicious fruits, especially cherries, which 
are the largest and finest I have ever met with : 
but, as every situation has its advantages and 
disadvantages, the heat of the climate, and the 
rivers which surround this town, breed millions 

of mosquitoes, and other insects, which are 

•♦ ■ • 

so troublesome as to oblige the inhabitants to 
make use of gauze curtains for their beds. 

It was a curious circumstance, that, adjoin- 
ing to the Hotel de Milan, where I resided, 
stood the house in which my old acquaintance, 
the famous General Martin, of Lucknow, was 
born. It is still occupied by his nephew ; and 
the General bequeathed a large sum of money 
to build a college on the spot. A friend accom- 
- pa^iied me to see the house, and, although the 
.master was absent, we took the Hberty of 
, yiewing every part of it. 
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I spent three days in Lyons, very much to 
my satisfaction t ^ and as I was tired of travelling 
in a post-chaisey I now resolvied to proceed by 
water to Marseilles. I accordingly engaged 
lifiy passage, for a guinea, in one of the large 
boats which navigate the Rhone, and embarked 
early the following morning. These boats 
are made somewhat like the budgerows of 
Bengal ; but the cabins are appropriated to the 
reception of bales and other merchandise, and 
the only accommodation left for the passengers 
is on the deck. 

In this conveyance there was no want of 
society, there being, in all, twenty-five pas- 
sengers of both sexes on board. Unfortunately 
it was the very height of the summer, and 
not a cloud could be seen in the whole 
hemisphere; the heat of the sun was 
therefore intense. Some of the passengers 
attempted to shelter themselves among the 
bales ; others laid down on the deck, and spread 
blankets over them, preferring the heat of the 
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wool to the rays of the sun ; and a few got pos- 
session of a small carpet, which they tied to 
the shrouds, and formed an awning. As I had 
a silk umbrella with me, and had been well 
inured to the sun in India, I supposed I 

coirid brave its effects in France with impunity, 
I however lost the whole of the skin off my 
face the first day; and suffered so much 
distress, that- f frequently wished myself in the 
post-chaise again* 

Fortunately, the current was very rapid, and 
the boat went at the rate of seventy or eighty 
miles a day. Soon after noon we stopped at 
an inn, on the banks of the river, to dine ; and^ 
at night, again stopped to sleep. 

About the middle of the second day we 
passed under a bridge which was built by order 
of one of the Caesars, after the conquest q{ 
France by the Romans : . it is called Le Pont 
de St. Esprit, and is celebrated throughout all 
Europe. Although it was built more than two 
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thousand years ago, it appears quite modern; 
and, contrary to the general mode of constrficth^, 
bridges, with an elevation in the center, this is 
I hearly level : it contains twenty-one large, and 
eight small, arches : the former are all wide, 
but the center one is the largest I have ever seen. 
At this place the river is broader, and more rapid, 
than the Thames at London : and the bridge 
itself is more magnificent than any in England. 

• 

During the three days I was on board this 
boat, I endeavoured to forget the heat, in ad- 
miring the beauty of the country we passed 
through. I was also much . entertained by a 
young couple, who thought of nought but love, 
and whose whole affections and attention were 
devoted to each other. They sat at one corner 
of the deck, and never spoke to any other 
person. Whenever they thought their fellow- 
• travellers were either asleep, or intent upon 
any other object, the youth used to solicit a kiss ; 
and the lady, under pretence of whispering 
in his ear, would sometimes, with timid look.s. 
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gratify his wish. Tliey probably thought they 
Wer6 not perceived, as most of the passengers 
had their backs turned towards them ; and as 
I did not wish to interrupt their happiness, 
I merely glanced at them through the corner 
of my eye. 

To compensate for the inconveniences 
which I suffered during this journey, I had the 
good fortune to form an acquaintance, on board 
the boat, with M. Bamou, one of the most 
liberal and friendly gentlemen I have ever met 
with. He was ' nephew to. the Governor of 
Marseilles, who had formerly held the office of 
Vizier, and was himself a captain in the French 
artillery. He was adorned with every per- 
fection, and spoke English fluently. This 
amiable young man, perceiving my distress, 
did every thing he could to alleviate it: he 
was my interpreter on all occasions, and not 
only prevented my being imposed upon, but 
always procured for me, where we stopped, the 
best things, and the best bed in the inn. 
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On the evening of the third day we. arrived 
at Avignon,, where I learned, that, as the pours(? 
of the river does not approach nearer to Mar7 
feilles, I must pursue my journey to that city 
by land. I therefore quitted the boat, and 
returned thanks to God for my Uberation from 
such thraldom. Being, however, anxious to get 
to the end of my journey, I went immediately, 
Mid engaged a place in the diligence^ which 
I understood would set out in the morning, 
and for which I paid a guinea. I then returned 
to the inn, with an intention of eating a hearty 
supper, and of refreshing myself by a few hours 
p{ sleep,, before I recommenced my journey ; 
J^ut scarcely was supper over, when the carriage 
idrove up to fiie door, and the coachman called 
4oudly for his passengers. I was therefore 
pjflder the necessity of taking a hasty leave of 
M. Bam,ou, who had some business to detain 
him for three or four days longer at Avignon. 

When I entered the diligence, I found 
there were three men in it before me, but, 
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being dark, I did not regard them ; and^ as they 

soon fell asleep, I did nat experience anj^ mo^ 

lestation from them during the night In the 

morning, I discovered that they wene three 

mean-looking Frenchmen. On^e of them was 

of a short stature, very much wrinkled, and sat 

in a bent posture. They attempted to ent^ 

into conversation with me ; but, as I did not 

understand their language, I scarcely made 

them any answer. About eight oVlock we 

Vere joined by another traveller, a hands<»ne 

3'oung woman, with remarkably fine eyes, and 

long black hair. She was a native of Egypt, 

-and, although bom of Christian parents, i^poke 

Arabic fluently. She had not been many 

minutes seated in the carriage, when the squalid 

little Wretch I have before mentioned, having 

raised himself up^ began to joke with her, and 

to take liberties, both with his tongue and his 

'hands : the others, encouraged by his exaniple, 

attempted to do the same, and made signs for 

^rtlfe to join with them ; but I refused, with iii- 

■clignation. The courageous young wonian^ 
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however, instead of crying at such brutal treat- 
ment, as a Hindoostany girl would> opposed them 
manfully, and abused them, in Arabic, most 
grossly: with this they seemed much delighted, 
and, although, they .did not understand the lan- 
guage, did all in their power to make her repeat 
the words again : they even snatched my cane, 
and struck her several severe blows with it. The 
scoundrel of a coachman, who ou^t to have 
:protected her, seemed not only to enjoy the 
; fiport, but, when she was getting out of the 
carriage, had the impudence to lay his hand 
upon her bosom. When we again entered 
the carriage, I gave her my seat, in the comer, 
placing myself between her and the most 
powerful of her adversaries, and was rejoiced 
;to find she had sufficient strength to contend 
..with the little wretch opposite her : they how- 
,evar continued to teaze her the whole day, 
.^nd, in fact, until we arrived at Marseille, 
when we alighted, and all separated. I how- 
ever met the young woman, in the street, next 
day : she was grateful for my civility, and was 
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6f KJohsiderable service to ind during my resi- 
denei in tjiat city. • 



>..* ' ■ 
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''Marseilles is a large and handsome town, 
$nd one of the most celebrated sea-ports of 
'France. It is consequently resorted to by 
the merchants of all the countries on the 
shores of the Mediterranean Sea, especially of 
'Italy, Turkey, Barbary, and Egypt. It is also 
Atnous for the manufacture of silks, satins^ 
>dhd gold stuffs; and I was informed; that its 
'trade amounts annually to fifty-two crores of 
rupees (^.52,000,000). 

"■' The public buildings are all of stone. The 
'^ houses are, in general, lofty, and have hand- 
• some porticoes over the doors. The streets are 

regular, well paved, very wide, and divided into 

three portions, as ih London. One^of the ih- 
rStitutions of this city aflbrded me much isatis- 

fectidn : In each of the squares, or principal 
'streets, they have large reservoirs of water, 

which are supplied from some distant springs. 
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and the water conveyed to them eidiet through 
a cascade or je/ if eoz^. On one side* of the 
reservoir, a place is constructed for the iattle 
to drink, which is filled from the overfiowingw 
of the reservoir. The water is then coi^ducted 
to two small canals, whiph run on each side of 
the street, whence the people supply themselves 
with" water for common use, or for sprinkling 
.the roads to lay the dust; a measure which, if 
Opt indispensable in so hot a climate, is, at all 
events^ a great luxury. Some of the roads in 
the vicinity of Marseilles are planted with 
shady trees, and are lajui out in the same 
manner as the Boulevards of Paris. 

The gardens in this neighbourhood produce 
a ^reat variety of very iinefruits. The musk- 
judouB rare superior to any I have ever eaten, 

and .mtich finer than those produced in the 

« 

JEbg^ish botihooses. Unfortunately, they do 
^not continue in season for above a month. 

I had.Jtakea-:lhe precaution to bring fitnn 
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Pairis; a .letter of recommendation to Monsieur 

Sfttjiadite^ one of the most opulent merchants 

of ; Marseilles^ and the day after my arrival 

i waited on that gentleman . He received me in 

tfaumost hospitable and friendly mannex;^ and 

procured for me a handsome apartment in the 

hotel situated near his own house ; but^ as ia 

tiie oofiee-houses of the south of France there 

ir not any ^od butter or cream to be had, 

their breakfasts are very indifferent, consisting 

merely of coffee and dry toast. M. Samadite 

tiierefore requested, . as I had been accustomed 

to good English breakfisists, thsit I would always 

eat that meal at his house, and also dine there 

whenever I was disengaged. This gentleman 

is.by birth a Swiss, but was educated: ia France^ 

and> although a merchant, posse^^es a most 

Ubj^ral and generous disposition. I dined with 

h^n frequently during my stay at Marseillesi 

]^ table was covered with the dioicest viaada. 

and the finest wines> His parties generally coutr 

sisted of fourteen or fifteen of the most respec- 

tai^U pi^rsons of that cky. A&^ dinner w^ 
VOL, lu W 



i6a 



a?HK iiixyms or^ ^^ 



adjourned tothe play-house or operas fitecwjsnch 
he always presented me with- a .feicket^i ^iwi 
would by no means consent that I shoi^tp^y 
for admission. During the fifteen da}« ith^t 
I remained in Marseilles^, he was constafi|tly 
endeavouring to procure me a passage on board 
jsk good ship^ bound directly to Constantinople ; 
but> as he was unsuccessftil, he requ^ate^ J 
would' contimie with him till a fickvoui^et 
(^opportunity offered. - ^/. 



< * 



' A few days after my arrival at; Marseille, 
my friend Monsieur Barnou called on.me^ ftnd 
ihe same day introduced me to hie uni^. the 
Governor, M4 Wilgrove, a person of- noble 
depbrtiBent and friendly disposition. : A^ at 
this period Bonaparte had issued a new oorini^^ 
which bore -his image, there were grea^ ne}oif^ 
ings throughout all France, The^ 'houaes -of 
Marseilles were illuminated at night, gjid the 
Governor entertained the inhabitants by feasts 
and bails. He also requested that I- vifould each 
day favour Jiini -with my company ; with which 
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I 'OOttip^hdf ^xid had an opportunity of^ seeing 
^Mll the -handsome women of that part of the 
j^Opntry : none of them however pleased. me, 
^'wid :4i)ey were certainly not to be compared 
jWith th6 &iglish women. 

As this was quite an unexpected pleasure, 
*I spent my time very agreeably in Marseilles. 
J The worthy Grovernor did me the honour also 
of asking me to several of his private parties, 
and introduced me to his lady, a most amiable 
iivbman, ahd to his son, one of the finest youths 
I have ever seen. This young manwas^studying 
English, and daily called on* me, ;to?iConverl^ 
with nie, and to show me the curiosities- of the 
^ity and its vicinity. In short, thei whote of 
Mlis famity are so much respected and i3eioved 
m Marseilles, that there is not an inhabitant 

k3ff the place who would not risk his^life ibr 
Ifeeir sak^s; ^ > 

•i-In Marseilles you meet with persons of 

dtt't!Wi6ns, and there ayfe a number of Greek 
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and Egyptian -families settled here. ^ The trdt 
men of these countries are very beautiful^ and 
dress in the most becoming manner : in shoirt^ 
^ if they possessed the fine complexions of ,tl^ 
English, they would be the handsomest woman 
in the world. 

■ # 

In this city I had the pleasure of foroiUng 
an acquaintanoe with Mr. D — ^y^ a young £ii- 
glishman, who was pursuing his studies, >ahd 
wiio -was Tsery useful to me on many occa- 
sions. ^ r ' -also, received the most marked 
"attention jfroia the Society of Anglo-American 
Oentlemea: they did me the honour of giving 
me apublic dinner at the Franklin Hotel ; after 
whichthey pressed me much to give up my 
intention of proceeding to India over land, and 
to embark on board one of their vessels, bound 
to America, ixoxa the ports of which, they 
assured me, there were constantly excellent 
ships sailing to Calcutta. To this plan I would 

4 

not accede, but promised, if I ever returned to 
Europe, to go by the route of America. 
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Pleased with this declaration, each of thepx 
wrote his name and place of abode on a she^t 
of paper, which they gave me, and desired me, 
on my arrival in their country, to inquire for 
them. 

After a residence of fifteen days in Mar- 
seilles, and finding there was no chance of 
prbcuring a direct passage to Constantinople^ 
I resolved to proceed, with two American 
gentlemen, to Genoa ; whence, I was informed, 
I le^ould meet with many opportunities of con- 
tinuing my journey. I accordingly engaged 
a* passage on board a small Freadit wsS^l 
bound to that port, for which I agreed to pay 
three guineias, and to find my own provisions. 
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The Author embarks for Genoa. Description of 
the Mediterranean Sea. He arrives q.t Genoa 

I • . ; 

tXS hospitably entertained by the jimeric(^n 

. jConsul'-^His description of the city-r-^dmir:^ 

,, ration of, Italian Music — Courtezans — Cicis^ 

. IfCifs. :T1w Author embarks for Leghorn, 

with an intention of visiting Rome. He ar- 

^rijjes at. Leghorn — Description of that.city-^^ 

^Scarcity . of water- — Distress of the Author y^ 

who is nearly assassinated — Account of the 

inhflbitarUs. He cultivates an acquaintance 

with some Armenians. The Victorieux ship 

of wctr arrives at Leghorn, mth a 4mder — ; 

.The British Consul promises tlie Author a 

passage in the latter — The Master refuses to 

, tcAe him— He applies to the Captain qf the 

. .FictorieuXy who consents to receive him on 

. . hoard. He quits Leghorn, 



On the 25 th of the month Rubby al Avul, 
(the 20th of Jiine), having taken leave of the 
Governor of Marseilles, of M. Barnou, and of, 
ray other friends, we eitibarked, and were soon 
under way. I have before given some account 
of the Mediterranean, or Sea of Roum, but 
shall now enter into a more particular detail. 
The Mediterranean is, in length, two thousand 
four hundred miles, and, in breadth, ^ from 
twenty-six to six hundred. The narrowest part 
of it is called the Strait of Gibraltar, being 
a corruption of the Arabic name Jehbal Tur, 

the Promontory of Toot, a Moorish chief. 
Fh>m this sea there are two branches : brie, 
i^ich runs t6 the north, between the shores 
of Italy, and till it touches Trieste ih ' Ger- 
many, is denominated the Sea of Veriide : the 
other, which runs along the' shore of Greece, 
is called the Ionian; from this a narrow arm 
extends to Constantinople, which is naiiied 
the Sea of Marmora, and there fbmi^^ a 
junction with the Black Sea. The proper 
boundaries of the Mediterranean (which is 



i|»df but a brailch of the great Ocean) ' are^ to 
the northf Spain, and other countries, of 
Europe ; on the east, Syria and Palestine ; and 
on the south, Fez, Barbary^ and other regions 
of Africa. Its western boundary is the strait 
above mentioned; which, being commanded' 
by the impregnable fortress in possession of 
the Enj^sh, supported by several ships of war, 
gives that nation a great influence in tiie navi- 
gation of this sea, from which they appear: 
to be entirely shut out by Nature. 

: During this voyage nothing extraordinary 
Qccwred I but, as the vessel was very small, 
and much agitated by the waves, I was 
(qt J^m> days very unwell, and perfectly indif- 
ferent about fo€)d. On the third day I 
recpvjer^:; and «finding a keen appetite, I in-^ 
cjuired fqr the stod:. which I had brought on 
bpardi^but it was no,where to be found, the crew 
having no •doubt stolen it* vl was therefore, 
obliged to live, fi)r th^ remainder of the voyage, 
QQ bad b^cuitj and vioegar mixed with water. .- 
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On the fifth day we arrived in thfe Bay of 
Genoa^ and had scarcely anchored when a 
kealth-hoBX came on board. This part of the 
world having been frequently visited by that 
horrid disease called the Plagicey they never 
permit any. person to land from a ship, till it 
has been visited by a physician, who examines 
the countenance of every person on board> and 
makes such other inquiries as he may deem 
requisite. If he finds that any person has 
died during the voyage, or suspects that there 
is any one diseased on board, he orders the 
ship to anchor in a particular place, where she re- 
mains for forty days; and such of the passengen^ 
or crew who wish to get on shore are compelled 
to remain, for the same period, in an hospital 
called the Lazaretto ; whence, if any attempt 
to escape, the guards shoot them, as tliey woufel 
a mad dog. The physician who came-' oii' 
board our ship was a meagre, fiallow-ilooking^ 
poiBoo, who appeared as if ju^t risen ^froni thtf^ 
bed of sickness ; whilst our areW' welte ha^^- 
iK>me healthy Allows. Having firsll<!k>lbedf at 



i3»^ and then at himself^ he m^xyti »$ i^ 
ashamed of the comparison, and, withPMt p^. 
amining our certificates, granted us perp^sipH 
to land. . > ^,v 

I immediately accompanied Mr* Shoolbred 
and Mr. Jolly, the American passengers^ to, 
the. Red Lion Hotel. We afterwards paid 
our respects to Mr. Wilson, the American. 
Cortsul,, to: whom I brought a letter of intm-» 
duction from M. Samadite, and met with a 
most gracious and friendly reception. .We 

dined with the Consul the three days we re*- 
mi^ined in this city, and were entdrtaitieri in 
an> hospitable and sumptuous manner. 
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The situation of Genoa i^ bewtifu), : and 
the city itself very superb. It is built round 
thebay, which is circular; and hsKl I, riot visited 
the:.Gove of Cork, I should have thought it^the"^ 
haitdsotnestlii^ibour in Europe.: .The puhlia 
buildingaand most of the houses are co»sitructed 
g£ Jti^wQ ^tone, ly^ty.Mty, and qdorned,.fdthi^ 
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pillars^ ^x>iiicoies, ^c. Some oiF the streefes are 
very ivide ^d nigular ; others ate so narrow 
thitt :thc sun never shines on them ; but, as 
the town is built on an acclivity, and the 
streets are well paved, no mud or filth is ever 
to be seen in them. The town, which is con- 
structed in the form of a crescent, is entirely - 
surrounded by strong fortifications, both on the 
land side and towards the sea, so that they are 

well prepared to resist all their enemies. 

' ■ ' ■ • . 1 

' The interior parts of the houses are tidily 
fitted up, but painted in such gawdy colours, 
that I, who prefer plain fashions, could riot ap^ 
prove their taste. I must however acki^fowledj^,' 
that Genoa is, on the whole, the handsomest 
city I have ever seen. 

The inhabitants of Genoa are all pr<5M'' 
iieients m thfe scietice- of musiCj ahd jposSeasl- 
a greater variety of instruments than I have^ 
sfeen elsewhere. One night I was repoM^g dft- 
my bed, when I was roused by the '*fifo^ 
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igfearming melody, in the street, I had ever 
hieard. I started op, and involuntjarily ran 
down stairs to the street door^ but found 'it Was 
locked, and the key taken away ; I therefore 
hastened again to my room,* and felt every in- 
clination to throw myself out of the window ; 
when, fortunately, the musicians stopped, and 
my senses returned. 

I had frequently been informed, in London, 
that the Italians excelled all the world* in 
their skill in music; and I here acknowledge, 
that the Indian, Persian, and Western Eu- 
t<^ music, bears the same comparison to 
ti)e Italian that a mill does to a fine-toned 
or^n. 

The regulations of Grenoa respecting cour- 
tesans are of a most extraordinary nature. 
These women never appeal in the streets, 
either . in the day or night, but have smart- 
dressed footmen stationed at every corner, to 
invite gentlemen to their lodgings. 
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, A still more extraordinary custom in this 
country is^ that every woman of fashiqn has two 
husbands, between who to she equally divides her 
tiixie. The first husband is obliged to pay all her 
e^penses^ and provide her with a house^ and ao- 
p0iximodations of every kind ; for which he 
|vas the privilege of sleeping with her, and of 
being called the father of all her children. 
The business of the second husband is, to 
^ttend her during the day, to escort her to all 
public places, and, in shorty implidtly to obey 
ai\\ier orders, and to comply with all hei^ whims 
and fendes. If, during the day^ . the first hus- 
band is by phance engaged with his wife,. and the 
^Qsond should knock at the door, the former 
immediately retires. These second husbands 
are called Cicisheos : they are, in general, well- 
looking young men, that have no le^timate wife 
of their owti; .but.it sometimes happens, that 
«}derly men, regulai^ly married, become ctcisbem 
to^the wives of somie of their acquaintance; 
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The vicinity of Genoa produces very ddicious 
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4tidoas of both kinds ; also abundance of 
.peaches^ plums, grapes, and other fruitSi- 






:^ On the second day after my arrival, Mr. 
Wilson informed me that there was an oppor- 
tunity of proceeding immediately to Leghorn, 
which he advised me to embrace, and, by all 
means,, if I wished to see the greatest wonder 
tf the world, to proceed thence, by the route 
6f Florence, to Rome ^ and, after having 
satisfied my curiosity at that place, to travel to 
Naples, whence I should find no difficulty in 
procuring a passage to Malta. I approved 
highly of his advice, and, accompanied by Mr. 
Jolly, went immediately, and engaged a passage 
to Leghorn, on board an English ship, com- 
manded by Captain R-- n. 

<.■• ■ ■ • ■ • • - ■ . " ' ■ 

' We embarked early next mortiing ; and, 
during the voyage, the Captain behaved in the 
most friendly manner, entertained us with the 
greatest hospitality, and resigned to me his 
QWA cabin and bed. In two days- we reached 



MIR2 A ABU ^E^liEBf IKII AN . pl^S 

}I*egborti; and, upon producing .our certificate 
of health, we were immediately permitted to 
land, and proceeded to the Gr-r-y Hotel. I 

abOrtly ifter waited upon Mr. G- 1, the 

British CcMisul, to whoip I had a letter of in- 
troduction : he. received me politely, and 
lofofmed me, that, an English ship of war was 
daily expected from . Malta, upon which he 
^ould procure me a passage for that island. 
j[, iaquired whether I could, not prpceed to 
^Jprence, as'it was my intentipn.to visit. Rome, 
^d thence to go tp Naples; but l^arned^ tl^t 
,^iQ joum^, at this hot seaspn of the ye^^r^ 
W^» considered very dangerous, on ac<?pur>t 
of. an. epidemical fever which raged with gn^at 
VjipJence through the interior pf Italy, ,1 w^^ 
therefore obliged to relinquish my intpfitiqn of 
seeing the most celebrated city in Europe, 
^though Mr- Wilsoji had famished me with 
liters of jrecpm^neijidation to pej^spns of iconr 
g^upuQ^j in;EIprence, Roin^ .smd JKTapk^^^ ,^ 

^f *f ■«• '• f J i . . .4 . . . J . ":..«■.;,,< 

i>;iiJ^»^S'^o>?*3! though a very celebrat^ 99^^ 



and resorted to. by all the natu^na on the shoreis 
of the Mediterranean;, is a small city. ^ person 
may stand in the middle of it, and> with great 
ease, see the four principal gates*. It is how-r 
ever surrounded with strong fortifications; 
and the houses are, in general, four . or five 
stories high. The town is extrerasely confined, 
and the houses very inconvenient, dreadfully 
hot, and swarming with mosquitoes, bugs, and 
other vermin. Grood water is scarce ; and the 
squares, in which the public fountains are 
situated, are very confined. The water runs 
so slowly from the artificial fountains, that one 
person is half an hour filling his vessel ; and 
I have often seen the people stoop, and suck 
the cock, to open its vent. During this time, 
a crowd of people are waiting in the square, till 
it is their turi> to approach the pipe, and they 

m 

often quarrel and fight about it. As it was im-^ 
possible to get ^ draught of cool water in their 
houses, . I frequently went to the fountain, )>ut 
seldom succeeded in being able to quench my 

thirst*. - . 

.*..■. • ' * • ■ ' ■- 
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The hcai being a£ all times eittessive in 
<)ile ixnise, I gexiei^lly walked out ea% in the 
afternoon^ and' sometimes ^t dawn under th^ 
abadip of a wall, or wandered intb a coffee* 
iiDuse; to pass away the tiih6. At nighty I used 
to go andi^it ki the'pordi of a largie chordi^ 
which is situated in one of the! squares, about 
the middle of the town, in order to catch a 
little fresh air. May die curse of Gcid light 
on suc^ a city i and ob such people! who, hot- 
withstanding their ixiasted wfealth^ :are such 
aoaiicidus knaves, thiit they Would plunder 
a sbhan^ of his last penny. 

« 

One night I was sitting, according to 
CQ^ttan, on the steps of the chtm^, whi^n a 
fdlow cAme behind, and snatched off uiy tur- 
band. By the merest chance, ' one end <^ the 
muidiil was loose, which I laid hold of; and 
fittng up, i attempted to catch' the fellow • btit, 
atiie had i( knife in- hie hand> lie imnnediateiy 
cdi'tfae tut*baiid in two pieces, and fan off with 
Uie b»lf of it. Wheu I related this circum- 

^OL. II. N 



stance to. my English acquaintaHcea^ ithey 
cautioned me never to sit there <Bgain^. nor ip 
go out alone at night ; as the Italians frequently^ 
from bigotry or other prejudices^ assassinate 
foreigners^ by stabbing them with a knife or 
dagger. It is thus^ also^ that the Italians : re- 
venge an affront, or supposed injury. 

In Leghorn there is a great variety of fruit 
to be met with ; but- their water^melom wee 
superior to any I have ever seen, and are twice 
the size of those produced at Allahabad or 
Mainpoory, which. are esteemed the best in 
India. 

The greater number of the inhabitants of 
this city are Jews, Greeks, and Armenians, all 
of whom are of a covetous and parsimonious 
disposition. One of my English acquaintances, 
thinking it Would be gratifying to me to meet 
with a person who understood the Persian lan-» 
guage, took me to the house of an Armenian 
rrterchaut, who^ was bom at Jiilfa, a suburb-of 



•fopahMi, in order to introduce^ me to him, 
Wheti wft arrived at the Armenian's house^ he 
t^s at dinner, but sent out his son in a great 
liifirryifwith instructbns to say, that his father 
"Was -veiyunvrell, and had quite forgotten the 
Persian language. 

I frequently met, in the coffee-houses, with 

eridther Armenian, named Khojeh Raphael, 

-who- Was also bom at Jiilfa, but pretended to 

be'^hfjrant of the language of '*that city. He 

%as a complete old i scoundrel, » who had seeri 

•a great deal of the world, and understood a 

number of languages^ He had left Persia 

when a young man, and went by sea to Surat : 

thence he proceeded acrom: the P^jt^fiula to 

Bengal : after residing there for sojij^ tinxe, he 

.made a voyage, ta England, and %>q[\.^ that 

^ coimtry went . to iRu^sia ; andj^ .after ..trftvell^ 

/fiver great part of^the cojatit^nt tof £ur^^, 

- Btilengtto flettli6|d, a& a naefch^t, at Xeg^o^ 

iiHe c^Wi.on me sen^ral times, but was neyeypf 

icthe^fiWMjl^^t i^rvice.; ,-and was so ^[^yer caiit^us, 

N 2 
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tiiat J|;ie would ppt.even assist^me . with • hi^ 
^dvice^ respecting tlie route { shpuld purw^« 

To compensate fpr the want of fistend^bip 
in the Armenians, I had the pleasure of 
forming an intimacy with Mr. Darby 9 an Enr 
glish merchant, who had been long settled in 
this ciity , He frequently carried me with him 
to his coiintry-house> situated six mile^ from 
{^ghom^ where I enjoyed the fresh air^.aod 
'every. lusLury he could procure^ To this genr 
tlemaiY I rdated iaU my grievances; aiKl as I had 
'lost ail patienQe at my detaition in so diaagree* 
sjblea place, I fear J ofi:en tired him with my 
OMnplaaits e he however said^ and did> all in bis 
powor to comfort me. 

1 i ■ ■ ■ • I • ■ • I f . • . .■ 

At the end of a fortnight, the Fictorieux, 
am English* man of war, witii a t^ider, ovtived 
lihom Malta. This circumstance |^\^ me much 
joy -and Ilost iio time in requesting Mn G-^t, 
the- Consul, to procure me a pelage ; but, 
instead of adhering to his original pramise^ he 



never ftteiitioned triy n^me to Caj^ainR— d> 
and,'^haNring sent fbr the master of the tender j 
desired him to take me on board. As I was 
anaiicrud to get away from Leghorn in any way, 
I did not object to this arrangement; and 
having hired a small boat, I rowed out several 
iliiles, to where the tender was at anchor. 
When I got on board, the master informed 
me, that, without Captain R — d*s permission, 
he dared not take me with him^ but that he 
would gd on board the Victorieut, and ask his 
leave to do so. He returned in a very short 
time, and told me, that Captain R—*d had po- 
sitively forbidden him to take me. I replied, 
thAt he had behaved very iliy in not informing 
the Consul how he was circumstanced, before 
he gave me the trouble of coming to his ship. 

After some consideration^ I resolved to go 
myself to Captain R — d, and explain to him 
my uncomfortable situation. When I reached 
the Victorieux, I was politely received, and, 
having ijitroduced myself to Captain R-^, 
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requested he would permit me to embark^ on 
board the teinder for Malta. He replied; 
^^I have not any other objection, but that> if 
'^ this tender falls in with any other ship of 
war, the captain may .tak^ away all her 
stores, and order the master to proceed to 
.•England: in which case you will have the 
pleasure of paying a second visit to your 
*^. friends there." I was much distressed at 
this intelligence ; but, taking courage, saidy 
Sir, ydur ship, at all events, is not liable to 
tach an accident; and if you can feel for a 
^ travellfer in distress, allow me to ooiiie on 
•* board here." Captain R— ^ was touched 
\nii\ sympathy, and said, " Sit down, and dine 
*^ with my officers ; aft^ which, return to the 
*^ tender, and bring, your luggage on board the 
^ Victoriteux ; whilst I, in the mean time, go 
^* and settle some business on shore." . 



u. 



When I returned to the tender, the master 
gave me such an account of Captain R — d's 
irritable temper, and other supposed bad qua- 
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lities^ that I was alarmed^ and resolved to gp 
b4<^ to Leghorn^ there to wait for some pther 
opportunity. Having put my trunks into the 
boat^ I rowed to the shore^ and again took 
possession of my lodging. 



When Captain R — d returned to his ship, 
and found that I had not come on board, he 
sent for the master of the tender ; and having 
learnt from him that J had gone back tp 
Leghorn, he instantly ordered his l?arge, * and 
came on shore. On his way to my lodgings, 
he called on my friend Mr. Darby ; and having 
brought him along with him, they both in^ 
sisted upon my immediately taking my luggag^^ 
on board the Victorieux. To this' I cpns^ted ; 
and, early next morning, being the 21S(t of 
Rubby Assany (about the l6^h of iuly), we 
quitted Leghorn. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 



Po/^Ve conduct of Captain R—^ to the Ayjhor. 

Account of the voi/ag,^ to Malta — ^Description 

of the island — Characters of the Gouenwr, 

Admiral^ Command^^in-<hief and Commist 

_ sary-generaL The Author land^, and ishos-^ 

pitahlyi entertained hy all the public qfficers — 

His r^ections on this subject — He discovers 

a great affinity between the Maltese cmd Arabic 

f laz^uages^ Account of the invasion of Malta 

I by, the Tjjbrhs' — Climate of tJkat iskmd. The 

i Author re-embarks, on board the Flctorieux^ 

. for S^rna. The ^ip. puts inio, the port of 

.^ Miletm* — : Short description of that pface-^ 

-^Proceed on their voyage — 'pass by Athens^^ 

arrive at Smyrna. The Author well received 

) by the Consul — visits Osman Aga. The ship 

..quUs Smyrna — arrives at the Hellespont'-^ 



Description of the Sea of Marfnara^^ arrives 
at the Dardanelles. 

V 

jfVs soon as I had an opportunity of sbowii^ 
to Captain R — d the letters of his^ Majesty'^ 
Ministers to the English Consuls and Ambosk 
sadors at the different courts, and he was 
thereby convinced of my attachment to, and 
connexion with, the British nation^ he con- 
ducted himself to me with brotherly afTectioiiy 
and anticipated every wish of my hearts This 
voyage was therefi>re one of the pksasantest 
I had ever undert^en. 

In a few days we passed by the Island- o£ 
Corsica, the birth-place of Bonaparte; andj, 
sh<;»-tly after, by Sardima^ a targie ialafid^ wliich 
has an jndependient sovereign of its' on^. We 
also passed by ^cily, the largest island in the 
Mediterranean, but dependent on Naplei$> the 
kkig of which is the rnionso^d;! of both couop^ 
tties. It is fcom Siisily that the inhabitants' o| 
Malta, pbtain all their supplies of pridvisioa;. 
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the former bdng one of the most fertile coiui^ 
tries in the worlds and Malta the most .b^nffm. 
This voyage was not attended with any oocijir- 
fience worthy of note ; and on the 1st of Sep* 
tember we cast aachor in the harbour of 
Malta. V 



This island is well known in Arabian 
history, and several of the ancient Philosophers 
were born there^ After the expulsion of the 
Christians from Jerusalem, it was made over^^ 
by the Pope and the kings of Europe, to a 
society of military monks, the chief of whom 
is called the Grand Master. As these monks 
were, in general, men of hmily and fortune, 
who had retired from the world, they devoted 
the whole of their wealth to erect churches 
and fortifications on this island. As immense 
sums were thus annually expended, it is now 
become one of the strongest fortresses in the 
world. Some parts of these work? are said to 
have been constructed a thousand years ago,; 
and yet appear quite fre;sb, and are 30 mjjisay« 
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that^ ' in all probability^ nothing but an eartdi-*-- 
quAe will ovi»*timi or demolish them* To) 
a person not perfectly conversant . with tha' 
science of fortification, it would be a vaim 
attempt to. explain the nature of the works ? 
which defend Malta : suffice it to say, that 
they are considered as the master-piece of 
theory and practice united. This island fell into 
the hands of the French by treachery , and was 
taken from them, by the English^ by meansb 
of starvation J after having in vain essayed tc^ 
take it by force. By one of the artides pfl 
the late treaty of peace, this island is to be* 
restored to the Grand Master : it is however 
at present occupied l^ a garrison of six thou*/ 
sand British troops. \i 

• " ' ■ .■ . --.-'t 

TTie public officers, at the time.tof mj^ 
visiting Malta, were^ First, Sir A. B--4, Go^. 
vemdr. This » gentleman possesses everyf 
quality requisite to render him esteemed and* 
beloved; he is, in (Consequence^ adored by* all* 
the inhabitants, whether English or Maltese. ^ 



tB8 - *Ki: TRAVELfl or 



i\ 



Second, QjsnerA V- — r, Gbramancfcar-hiKdMef 
of the Land Forces, dn officer highly twipected. 

Third, Sir R. B f\. Admiral of aH the 

^ps in th^ MediterraneiEfcn : a command of 
the greatest trust and importance. With 
these officers the 'Governor consulted upon alK 
military affairs. 

Fourth, Mr. M ^y. Commissary of Sup- 

{lAtes, and Commissicmer of the Docks. These 
fimr gisntfemen acted with the utmost unaniJ- 
mky, on all occasions ; and, except nt the 
Cape of Good Hope, I have never withessed 

ao pleasant a society. 

« 

Soon after we had cast anchor in the har« 
hour. Captain R — d went on shore, and reported 
my arrival to the Grovernor. His Excellency 
was pleased to give orders that I might land 
whenever I chose, and requested the hvova of 
my company at dinner on that day: Captain 
Itr*Mt had the goodness to return on board with 
this polite fnessage ; and advised me to deliver 
his Majesty's letter, addnesstd to ther-Bntisli 



Ambassador at Vierma, to th^ Govferoor, who, 
he:.doubted nQt> woukl act, in consequence^ 9$ 
ifr ithad been addressed to hi^seUT, und jMro«^ 
l»bly order the Victorieux to proceed with. m0 
to (Donstantinople ; by which I should avoid 
the risk of going in a ship commanded by. obs 
of the owls of the Levant. . . .^ 

. In compliance with the advioe of Captaiii 
R-rd, I carried my letters of recommendatiod^ 
on^shwe, and, fortunately, found theGovierMft 
and the Admiral together. When I presented 
the letters, I addressed myself to bo^ and iM 
formed them, that, in consequence of the acU 
vice of the English Charge d^qffhires at Paris, 
t had been induced to deviate Ikom thel* route 
I originally purposed, and, uastead of gbirq; 
i>y Viennflr iK^aa^urived ao .fiur on m^>wa^ t» 
Constantinoplb^ that as the letters' I had no w 
the honour to deliver were of a puUic naturOi 
I hoped they would consider ^ftem a$ addnessai 
to themselveis, and afford me such assistanoi 
aashdukl be in th^ir power. ; . u* ^ 



« 
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■ Tiiese illustrious officers listened to my 
laddress with great oondescension; and assiared 
me of their willingness to comply with my 
solicitations^ but hoped I would allow them die 
pleasure of my society for a short time at 
Malta. We shortly after sat down to an elet- 
gant dinner, and I spent the day with the 
greatest happiness. Before we broke up, the 
Gefusrsd asked me to dine with him the next day, 
4be Admiral the day following, Mr. M- — ~y 
(the third day, Mr. W — y the fourth day : and 
JMch was thc^ hospitality of these gentlemen, 
^at, duoog the fortnight I ri^mained at Malta, 
I was never a single day disengaged. 

. . I had a very good apartment at the Hotel 
de S ■ r, where I was visited by all the prin- 
•apol officers : but as the tea axid butter were 
very indifferent at the hotel, the Governor and 
the General requested me to breakfast alter- 
jaately widii them. 

How different was their conduct to . that 
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of Mr. Mr-y, at Paris- To that gentle- 
imsxt I carried' a letter of introductiony dictated 
by the orders of his Majesty, and backed by 

tfee retotntnendation of -• Lord P m. He 

received me only with dissimulation and flat- 
tering speeches ; and although he complied 
with the Royal orders, in procuring me pass- 
ports, he sent me by a route which involved 
me in a labyrinth of difficnkies; At "Mjdta 
J landed as a perfect stranger,^ and furnish^ 
^nly with a letter of introduction' to % persbh 
at Ftenna ; notwithstanding whieil^ L Wai^-*»- 
ceived with hospitality suad kindnf^s, and «ill 
my wishes ipomplied with^ : >5 ^ 

VERSE OF HAFIZ. 

*^ I am become the slave of the seller of wine ; but 



be not therefore angry, O sfa4ikh. 



■" s. 



" ^* From you I received ndught but-pitmitse^': ;he 
has conferred on me real; biQjicfifer.? ^ . - 



yf\ 



-' - 



. '.' 
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On the second evening after mymnival>^ 4fae 
Governor, as the representative of the Grand 
'Master, j^ve a ball land supper to the principal 
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mbdbttadts of thfe island. There was, of course, 
«R aissemblage of all the beauty and fashion of 
the place ; and I thought somte of the women 
im-y handsome. The supper teas elegant, and 
•tbe TOusic excellent. 

m 

-I was mudi surprized to find that the 
Maltese language contained a great portkm of 
Ah3wc : the pronunciation is very similar ; and 
.^ letterd 8i Z^ and T, were exactly the Smd^ 
JSwaaiy and To^ of the Arabs. The rbmaindep- 
of the latfgubg^ is a mixture of Greek, Italim, 
iBd French. I hbwever met with several of 
the well-educated Maltese;, who^ spoke Arabic 
fluently. ■ 

I omitted to mention befoi'e/^hat at Mar- 
Milles^ Genoa, and Leghorn, the language of the 
Arabs was understood by a number bf'tfie ^sea- 
faring people. TTiis circumstance is nd ^HtStM! 

* 

cNWBg to the^reat power which the ^Mobrisli^ 
chic^fe^ of the Merwan dynasty possess^ ?f(^ 
Spam for many centuries, wha had oobnitiiS'^ 
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or ^.factories, ^tabli«hed on all the shores of 
the Mediterranean. Many of the buildings^ 
and -eyen. whole cities, in this part of the worldi 
bear evident.marks of their having been founded 
by the followers of Mohamn^ed. , 

Several hundred years ago, one of the 
Turkish Emperors of Constantinople sent an 
army to invade Malta. As the fortifications 
were, not then completed, they succeedeji in 
getting possession of half the island, and ber 
sieged jthe remainder, for a very long period^ 
but, afiter losing an immense number of their 
men, they were opmpelled to retreat. . The re*^ 
membrance of this event is kept up, by the; 
Maltese celebrating the anniversary of the 
Turkish reti'eat with great rejoicings. 

. The climate of Malta is very warm, and the 
hfs^ii^es abound with mosquitoes, flea3, &c. to 
9¥l?h 8,df^ree, that I seldom slept. «iore than 
tfn^ or three houra iii any night. . I was also 
TWfh annoyed by the droves of hog$, which-. 

VOL. II. o 
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are constantly ranging the streets^ and defile 
every place they can approach* The inhabi- 
tants are so partial to these animals^ that they 
rebelled against one of their Grand Masters who 
ordered the hogs to be confined, and compelled 
him to rescind his order. Since that period 
they have had fi-ee access to every part of the 
toAvn, except the square opposite the palace. 

At the expiration of a fortnight, his Excel- 
lency the GovemOT, and the Admiral^ wer^ 
pleased to order Captain R — d to convey me, 
on board the Victorieux, as fer as Smyrna, 
which is only five* days* journey short of Con- 
stantinople ; and fiirnished me with letters of 
introduction to the British Consul at that port, 
desiring he would ^cilitate the remainder of 
my journey, 

. On the IQth of August, I again embarked 
with my friaid Captain R — d. For three days 
the weather was delightful ; but on the fourth 
there arose a dreadful storm, which lasted all 



MIRZA AJBU TALEB KHAN. l^fi 

that day, and the whole of the night. We lost 
one of our masts, and several of the yards ; the 
tails were all blown to piefces, and our rigging 
flinch damaged. These circumstances did not 
caUse Captain R— k1 any alarm ; but, as the 
Mediterranean Sea comprehends a great num- 
ber of small islands and hidden rocks, he was 
fearful lest We should be driven on some of 
them. We wer6 however fortunate enough 
to escape these dangers : and the wind having 
shifted early next mftming, we ran a hundred 
and fifty miles in twenty-^four hours, and on 
the sixth day anchored in the harbour of 
Miletus, a very celebrated port in Natolia. We 
ifterwards learned that eleven large ships had 
been lost in this gale : and such was the extent 
6f our damage, that Captain R— d thought it 
advisable to put into this port, to refit. 

'During the storm, we passed the Island 

'6f Catidia, and several other islands, deno- 

lAiirfeited, by Arabian geographers, the Ionian 

tslands. ' 

o 2 
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• In thi^ neighbourhood there are seven^ 
large towns, all of which are situated on thi 
tops of hills. The Governor and military men 
are all Turks ; but the rest of the inhabitants 

y I. 

are Greeks, who, in consequence of the despotic 
and tyrannical government of their oppressors^ 

■ 

are the most abject poor wretches I have ever 
seen ; even the most oppressed subjects in 
India are princes, when compared to these. 
The Turks adhere strictly to the Mohammedan 
i^egulations, of exalting the subjects of their 
own religion, and of depressing those of any 
other. The spirits of these Greeks are entirely 
broken, and they appear to have given them- 
selves tip to despair. Melancholy and want 
^re so strongly depicted on their countenances, 
that I coiild not help feeling for their deplorable 
condition* 

We were detained at Miletus, by the re- 
quisite repairs of the ship, till the ^8th of 
'August, on which day we again set sail: Two 
or three days afterwards, we passed along the 
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ifaores of Athens, the birth'-plaGe of Plato, of 
DiDgenes the Cynic, and erf aevfcral other cele- 
brated Philosophers. By the aid of our glasses^ 
W^ could plainly perceive the ruins of some 
famous temples, the roofs of which have long 
since fallen in ; but the marble columns are still 
iptanding, and glitt-ering in the sun. Athens 
is not an island, as is generally supposed, but 
a part of the continent of Greece, and is 
included in the Turkish government of Natolia. 
After a pleasant vqyage, we cast anchor, on 
the 5 th, at Smyrna. 

As soon as Captain R— d had given hi« 
orders respecting the ship, we went on shore 
in hia barge, and proceeded to the house of 
Mr. y ^y, the British Consul. That gen- 
tleman received us with the utmost politeness, 
and invited us to stay dinner, and to sleep at 
his house. After-dinner, we walked out, and 
^proceeded to the residence of Hajy Osman Ag^, 
ttiQ Custom-master of the port, .which; wiis 
situated in the middle of a handsome^ garden. 
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4 little distance out of the town. We were 
fortunate enough to find the Aga at home, and 
just preparing for dinner. He received us in 
the most courteous manner, and, although we 
had dined, insisted upon our again sitting down 
with him, and regaled us afterwards with 
hookas of the CuUian kind, and coffee. When 
we broke up, he made me promise to dine 
with him on. the following day. 

« 

Previous to the hour ^appointed, he sent 
some of his retinue with a handsome capa- 
risoned horse for my conveyance. I soon 
niounted, and proceeded to the garden. The 
Aga agiain embraced me with much cordiality ; 
and we sat down to a sumptuous entertainment, 
in. the Turkish style. As I had been four years 
without tasting any good Oriental cookery, I 
was much gratified by this feast. After dinner, 
we had ices, sherbet, and the Cullians, and 
continued to converse till near midnight. As 
I had some intention of leaving Smyrna the 
pext day, he kindly gave me a letter of intfo- 
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ductlon to a friend of his, who was one of the^ 
inferior Viziers iat Constantinople ; but re- 
quested, if I should prolong my stay, that I 
would favour him with my company every day. 
I returned him many thanks for his obliging 
invitation, but made an excuse for not accepting 
it, stating, that I was the Consul's guest, and 
could not possibly leave him. He acknowledged 
the propriety of my excuse, and, having ordered 
his boat to be got ready, accompanied me to 

the house of Mr. V ^y, where he took his 

leave. 

The Consul and Captain R— kI having 
deliberated on the best mode of conveying mc! 
to Constantinople, and finding that I should 
be put to much inconvenience if I journeyed 
by land, determined that I should proceed 
thither iti the Victorieux. Although Captain 
R-— d had not the Admiral's sanction foi* this 
ftieasure, yet, as the ship Was in want of a top-' 
mast and sdme yards, which could only be pro-' 
cured at Constantinople he thought himself 
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justified in proceeding to that port. Pre* 
parattons were therefore made for continuing 
the voyage/ which delayed us a short time 
longer. 

Smyrna is a large city, pleasantly situated, 
and inhabited by Greeks and Mohammedans : 
there are also a number of Christian merchants 
settled here, and it is a place of resort from all 
the ports in the Mediterranean. , It is well 
supplied with all kinds of provisions, and a great 
variety of fruits : melons are in such quantities, 
ihat they pile them up in heaps, like moun- 
tains : there is also a great abundance of grapes, 
pomegranates, and a species of quince which 
Ii.Jhad never before seen. 

''^' -The tWrd day we dined with Mr, B s, 

tftie' of the principal hierchants ; and on the 
fSiirth, the Aga c^led oh me, and took me 
•Wttft him tSo his garden, where he entertained 
liH&yas on the former occasion. We sat till 
IJifetoight ; and when we were breaking up, he 
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ordered one of his servants to convey on 
board the ship, for my use, a hundred melons, 
a load of grapes, fifty cakes of bread, two goats, 
and a calf. He then accompanied me as far 
as the outside door, and ordered his deputy to 
go with me, in his boat, on board the Victo- 
rieux ; it having been resolved that we should 
sail early next morning. 

On the 6th of September we again set sail, 

» 

and soon after reached the Island of Mitylene, 
celebrated for being the birth-place of several 
of the ancient Philosophers. As it was nearly 
calm when we were opposite the city (Castro), 
we went on shore to look at it, but were much 
disappointed. All the towns in these countries 
are built on the slope of a hill ; and the houses, 
being white, look very well at a distance, but,, 
when examined, are far from being neat or* 
liandsome. The streets of the bazars are co^ 
vered over with vines, which, although pleasant 
in the hot season, render them, in wet weather, 
very dark and dirty : they are also very badly 
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paved^ and filthy. The inhabitants are Greeks^^ 
but duBject to the .Turks. 



On the fifth day we were opposite the 
Isle of Tenedos; and, as the winds are very 
changeable in the Ionian Sea (Archipelago), 
we were obliged to cast anchor. We went ori 
shore, and paid our respects to Omar Aga, the 
Grovernor, who was very civil, and pressed us 
to stay dinner : but as our departure depended 
eni:irely on a change of wind, we deemed it 
imprudent to stop, and therefore requested he 
would excuse us. The next day the wind 
fevoured us a little, and we got as far as the 
entrance of the Sea of Marmora (Strait of 
Grallipoli) ; which, branching oiF from the 
Archipelago, passes by Constantinople, and 
j(Mns the ' Black Sea. But, as at this place 
there jfs always a rapid current running from 
the Black Sea into the Ionian Sea, it is impos- 
sible to enter this strait without the assistance 
of a strong westerly wind ; and we found here 
not less than fifty ships, of different nations. 
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waiting for a. favourable of)portuiiity^ some of 
which had been delayed for nearly two months. 

It is requisite to be known, that the Sea of 
Marmora separates j^jem, the ancient Persian' 
empire, from Freng ; called by the Engli^, 
Asia and Europe. This sea is 120 miles long, 
and of a considerable br^th in the middle ; 
but at the ends it is reduced to two narrow 
channels, two or three miles broad, called the 
Straits of Gallippli and of Constantinople. All 
the countries lying to the north-west of this 
sea are included in Europe, and those to the ' 
south-east are comprehended in Asia. 

Loharasp, called by the Arabs Btikht ol Naser^ 
was the first Persian monarch who subdued 
the countries constituting the Asiatic frontier. 
This conquest was originally attended with 
much bloodshed^ and was the cause of continual 
warfare between the Greeks and Persians. 

, When thfi Komans had supplanted the 
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Greeks^ alid^^jkLteilided their domiiuan <!»i^ier ai! 
Europe, they alsi* engaged in ehdie$6 vi^ar»Jwith 
the Persian kings of the Ashcanian ^tid' S^^ 
sanian dynasties, few these Asiatic proviiice^. 
The events of these early periods are not well 
described in our histories^ as we have no 
authentic records prior to the time of Moham- 
med : but the Greeks, who have histories 
which extend back two thousand years, have 
minutely detailed all the circumstances of these 
wars. ''' ' ' 

After the Turks had taken possession of 
Constantinople, and extended their dominion 
over several of the European provinces, the 
Ottoman Emperors assumed the title of Sultan 
al BereeUy wa Khacan al Bihereen^ " Emperor 
of the Two Continents (Europe and Asia), 
and Lord of the Two, Seas " (the Archipelago 
and Black Sea), which they still retain. 

Near to the mouth of the Hellespont, on 
the coast of Natolia, is a place called Troy;, 
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OBce 4i3e iresidence of a celebrated (]^ilc>60pher 
iBlrA/poet, Mtned HomeTy whose:;Work^ ^e stiij 
eg&tgnj. IB the. ancient Greek language, and are 
niuch <read and admired in Europe, Along 
this shore there are a number of hillocks to 
be seen, which they say are the graves of the 
kings and heroes who fell in the battles de^ 
scribed by that poet. 

C; After waiting here two days, we again got 
under way, and, having a light breeze in our 
favour, proceeded nearly as far as the Darda- 
nelles ; when the wind failing us, and the 
current being very strong, we were obliged to 
cast anchor^ At this place the strait is very 
narrow, and strongly defended by two forts^ 
mounted with cannon of an enormous size, 
which could with ease sink any enemy's ship 
that might attempt to pass up the strait, even 
aided by a strong and favourable wind. It i§ 
on this account that the Dardanelles are 
&mous all over Europe, and not from there^ 
being any city of that name. 
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On the strait above Constantinople, which joins 
the Black Sea, there are also two very strong 
forts, to guard that passage. The Turks con- 
sider these forts, and the difficulty of entering 
the Straits, as a very great security to Con- 
stantinople, and the bulwark of their empire. 
I am however of a very different opinion ; for 
if ever the Turks are so reduced as to shut 
themselves up in Constantinople, and trust 
to its walls for their defence, I am convinced 
it will not stand a fortnight*s siege against a 
victorious army. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

The Author arrives at Constantinople — is gra^ 
ciously received by the British Ambassador. 
JDescription of Constantinople — Of the climate 
— Population — Coffee-houses — • Inns — Hot 
Baths — Useful institutions — Dress of the 
Turks — their indolence --^ great smokers.--^ 
Anecdote of Nadir Shah. Turkish luccury^ 
and its effects. Account of the Post-office — 
Turkish mode of living — Houses of Constan- 
tinople — Frequent fires — Furniture — Mosques 
— Description of St. Sophia — Bazars — Der- 
veishes. 

W E were detained fourteen days at the Dar- 
danelles, waiting for a favourable wind : at 
length, on the 6th of the month Rejeh 
(27 th September), our wishes were accom- 
plished : and a strong westerly wind springing 
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up, nearly one hundred vessels,, erf different 
sizes and various nations, got under way at 
the same time. As this was a scene I had 
never before witnessed, having made all my 
former voyages in a single ship, I was much 
delighted at the view of a whole fleet under sail, 
and^the attempts qf the ships to get before each 

* 

other. In a very short period we passed the forts, 
and had a beautiful view of the country on 
both sides the strait ; and on the third day we 
anchored opposite the city pf Constantinople. 
I immediately, sent intelligence of my arrival to 
Lord E— — n, the British ambassador, axwl re- 
quested his lordship would procure a . proper 
habitation for me. The next morning I re- 
ceived a message from his lordship, that, a house 
was ready for my reception, and that he should 
be happy to see me as soon as convenient. 

Afler hreak&st I quitted the Victorieux 
with regret ; and Captain R — d, resolving to 
omit no mark of attentioo or fr)en(i(ship> ac- 
companied me to the shore, and; ordered a 
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sdute to be fired as soon as I got into the boat. 
By this means my arrival was "made known to 
all the inhabitants of Constantinople, fix)m the 
Janizary to the Grand Signior. 

The city of Constantinople, like London^ 
consists of three towns. That in which all 
the Christian ambassadors reside is on the 
opposite side of the harbour, and is called 
Galata: thither I repaired, and, immediately 
on landing, paid my respects to Lord and Lady 
E--^ — n. As I had been for several years inti- 
mately acquainted with his lordship*s brother/ 

the Hon. Mr. B e, I was received iji the 

most gracious and friendly manner. Hi's lord- 
ship is descended of a very ancient and noble 
femily, possesses an amiable and liberal dispo- 
sition, and supports the dignity of Ambassador 
with great lustre. He is also invested with 
vfery great powers ;• all the English Consuls, 
siind subjects of every description settled hi' 
Tiirkey;^ 6s isc as Bagd^ and Bussofa, beirt^ 
% Him. - ' 

VOL. n. p 
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Lady E ■ n possesses great elegance of 
manners^ a smiling countenance^ and a sweet 
disposition : her ladyship is also endued with 
a lively wit, and sound understandings whidh 
she has much improved hy study and travel. 
During the month which I resided in Constan- 
tinople, I passed the greater part of my time 
in their society, in the most delightful manner. 

The house which his lordship had procured 
for me was in the vicinity of his own ; it was 
remarkably clean, neat, and well furnished. 
The servants belonging to it were four hand- 
some Greek women, who appeared to take 
a pleasure in waiting on me, and not a little 
contributed to my comfort. 

The city of Constantinople is composed of- 
three towns, situated on the shores of the 
Propontis. The principal of these is where 
the Emperor, the nobles, and all the opulent 
Mussulmans reside, and is called Istanbole. 
The second town is on the oj^site side of 
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the'harbour, and is called Gallata : it is princi- 
]piafly inhabited by Christians ; and if a Moham- 
medan settles there, he plants a cypress-tree 
opposite his door, that his house may be 
fcnown to belong to one of the Faithful ; no 
Christian being allowed to plant the cypress 
5n his grounds. By riding round the head of 
the harbour, a person may go by land from 
Gallata to Istanbole ; but the road is very bad, 
The tiiird town is across the strait, on the 
Asiatic shore, and is called Scudari: it cah 
only be approached from Istanbole by water. 
Viewed from the strait, Constantinople appears 
a regular and magnificent city ; and while in 
the boat, I thought it the grandest place 1 had 
ever seen ; but when a person enters the 
streets, he feels much disappointed. 

■ The climate of Constantinople is, in generd, 
cold; and in winter there falls much rain and 
«now. Notwithstanding the principal Tuiics 
fkave- fire-places in -their rooms, they never 
^^t a fire in the day ; and althougH, in the 

P2 
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evening, tshey permit it to be done^^ey always 
place a screen before it when they tay their 
prayers^ lest they should be ^u£^ected of 
paying adoration to that element ; Hierefor^ 
in order to keep themselves warm, they are 
obliged to wear a load of clothes, which incapa- 
citates them from exertion, and, in the sum,mer 
months, serves as a hot-bed for the production 
of all kinds of vermin, and, I have no doubt, 
perpetuates die plague. This bad habit pre- 
vails all through the Turkish dominions, even 
in the hot countries, as at Aleppo, Cairo, and 
Bagdad. 

It is impossible to ascertain the number of 
inhabitants, or the extent of Constantinople ; 
for the gardens, hamlets, &c. are continued on 
both sides of the strait, as far as the Black Sea ; 
and if the length of the city was to be calcu- 
lated in this manner, it would not be less thaa 
thirty miles. It is a common saying of the 
Turks, that their capital is three days* journey 
in circumference. 
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A Turk of the smallest consequence 
never thinks of walking; and to save this 
trouble, there are 100,000 small boats plying 
about Constantinople. These are all open, 
but handsomely painted, carved, and gilded, 
with soft cushions to sit on : they are rowed 
by one, two, or three men, and are procurable 
at all hours. On the quays, and in that part 
of the town which is not accessible to boats, 
there are a number of horses standing ready 
saddled for hire ; so that a person may travel aU 
over the city without walking twenty yards. 
The streets are narrow, badly paved, and, in 
winter, up ty the horses' knees in mud : th6 
concourse of people is, notwithstanding, so 
very great, that a stranger has much difficulty 
in getting along. 

The coffee-houses and barbers' shops in 
this city are innumerable. The Turks, though 
very indolent, are not fond of retirement or 
solitude : they therefore, immediately after 
breakfast, go to one of these places> where 
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they sit, smoking, drinking coffee or sherbet; 
And listening to idle stories, the wkole day* 
Their conversations are carried on in a loud 
tone of voice, and sometimes eight or ten 
persons talk at the same time ; it is therefore 
impossible for a foreigner to understand what 
they are saying ; and, in shorty, the societies 
i;n these coffee-houses are little better than an 
assembly of brutes. The rooms are also ex- 
ceedingly dirty, and seldom afford any. thing, 
but thick coffee, and tobacco cheroots. 

The inns of Constantinople are horrid 
places ; and the only good accon^odation fo^ 
a traveller in this city, is at .the French and 
English hotels in Gallata. . . 

The hot baths are also innumerable, but 
very filthy, and common to both sexes. The 
men use them from daylight till ten o'clock, 
and the women from noon till evening. 

The only praiscr-worthy institutions I could 
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t)bsQrve in Constantinople^ were> firsts thq 
boats ; secondly^ the horses kept for hire ; and 
thirdly^ the public fountains ; for in every 
street there is a reservoir of water, with a 
cock fixed in it, to which is attached a small 
copper vessel, fastened by a chain ; so that^ 
whenever a person is thirsty, he may help him* 
self to a draught of cool water, — a, luxury v6ry 
desirable, after struggling through a crowd, in 
the narrow streets^ on a hot day. 

To the above may be added, the custom of 
having a separate bazar for every kind. of iner- 
chandise ; \ff which means a person is certain 
of procuring the article he wishes for, without 
much difficulty, if it is to be had. The staple 
commodities of Constantinople appeared to 
be, sable, ermine, and other skins, which are 
all remarkably fine of their kind, and sold at 
a reasonable price. 

The Turkish dress is more expensive than 
that of any other people in the world, and is 
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oompoaed of the dioicest manufecttardi of 
various nations. They use a. great qiiantity 
of European broad-cloths and satins. /Froni 
India they are supplied with muslins, and from 
Persia with shawls and embroidered silks. The 
trowsers of the higher classes are made of 
fine broad-cloth, but so wide, that, the ^irts 
of half-a-dozen coats are with ease inclosed 
in them, and , a person unaccustomed to wear 
them cannot move in them. Their caps, 
which they call cavuk^ are also made* of 
broad-cloth, and do not weigh less than twelve 
or .fourteen pounds. They wear four or five 
coats, made after the Arab fashion, over each 
oth^.: the upper ones are of broad-cloth, and 
the- inner ones of satin ; and over all they throw 
an immense long cloak : in shorty their dress 
would be a heavy lo^d for an ass : on this acr 
xfpmxt they avoid moving, as much as possible, 
and consequently are deprived of taking ex- 
erdse, or enjoying themselves in the fresh air, 
bpidi of vifhich woiild contribute greatly to 
^h^ health and ha{^iness. 
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r During my travels in Turkey, 1 spent 
several days at the houses of the Fasha&; and 
I inv^iably observed, that, at an early hour of 
the morning, they entered the hall of audience 
by a small door which communicated with the 
haram (women's apartment), and that they 
remained there till midnight, after which they 
retired into the. haram by the same door. 
During the whole day, they never even looked 

into the garden, much less thought of going 
out, to Walk or refresh themselves. 



From the time they rise in the morning, 
till they go to bed at night, the pipe is never 
out of their hands ; and the common peoplfe 
are such slaves to this habit, that even whfle 
walking, or on horseback, they continue smok- 
ing. THiey alwa)rs carry a «teel and tinder-box 

about them, and, even while riding kt a brisk 
pace, will strike fire, and light their pipeii. 

If by any accident they are obliged to desist 
ftbm smoking, they put the pipe into a leatheif 
case, which is suspended, like a quiver, to theiir 
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saddles. It was in consequence of this habit, 
that Nadir Shah (the Persian usurper)^ when 
encouraging the Persians to attack theTurksj, 
said^ *^ You need not have any fear or anxiety 
^* respecting this nation : for Grod has given 
^^ them but two hands ; one of which is iab- 
^? solutely requisite to keep on their caps^ 
^^ and the other to hold up their trowsers ; 
*^ and if they had a third, it would be em*- 
^^ ployed to hold their pipes : they have 
' ^^ therefore none to spare for a sword or 
'' shield." 

The cavuk, or high-crowned cap, is only 
WOrn by the higher classes ; but as the rank 
of a person in Turkey is known by hi^ cap, 
there is a great variety of them, none of which 
weigh less than the c^vuk, and some much more. 
Tbje Syeda, or descendants of the Prophet, 
wear a green turband folded, round the cap, and 
all other Mohammedans wear white ; but no 
Christian is permitted to wear either of these 
colours. 
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illie Turks are a very luxurious people : 
they assume a great deal of state in their dress 
qnd equipage/ and retain a number of servants 
a(ad women- They are also very extravagant 
in their entertainments. These habits are not 
confined to the great officers, but extend to 
the lowest clerk in office, and pervert the 
revenues of the State to improper uses : these, 
however, do not suffice to support their ex- 
travagance ; they have therefore thrown open 
the dooFS of bribery and corruption ; and these 
practices are now so common, that they are 
not considered as disgraceful or criminal ; and, 
in feet, no business can be accomplished in 
this country without a bribe. Even th^ 
Grovernment departments are ruined by this 
nrfarious system. The army is without di»i 
dpline, the ordnance unfit for use, the regu^ 
lations of the post-ofl5ce totally neglected, and 
the clm*ks in the offices without employment* 
'J5he persons at the head of all these depart- 
tMnts ' are c«ily anxious to procure moneys 
and to deceive the Grovernment. 
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As the nature of the post--office differs con- 
siderably in Turkey from any other country, 
I shall endeavour to explain what it was, and 
what it now is. The regulation on this 
► subject directs, that, at the end of every nine 
fermhh (thirty-six miles), there shall be a Bam 
Khana (post-house) erected, with convenient 
stables ; that at each of these houses there 
shall be stationed a landlord, a cook, a groom, 
fend a farrier ; that there shall be an allowance 
of 30,00® huntsh paid monthly by Government 
for the support of each of these houses ; and 
that all persons proceeding on the business of 
Government shall be accommodated therein. 
It shall be the business of the landlord to keep 
beds prepared, and the house in good order ; 
the cook to provide provisions (coffee is only 
mentioned); and the groom to have, always in 
readiness, one, two, or more good horses ; all of 
which were to be provided out of the Grovern- 
ment allowance. Formerly, all the principal 
officers in the army made use of these houses. 
They probably rode the first stage from Con- 
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stantbople on their own horses ; after breakfast 
th^y mounted one of the post-horses, and rode 
to the next stage, where they dined; after which 
they rode a third stage, and stopped for the night. 
No delay wa§ ever admitted ; and it was quite 
optional with the officer, whether he should 
make the contractors a small present, or not ; 
and if he experienced any difficulty, or want 
of attention, it was his duty to report the 
circumstance to the postmaster-general. Ir^ 
this manner all the despatches of. Grovemment 
were cpnveyed throughout the empire. 

At present, the post-house is the resort of 
all the poor wretches of the village, who cannot 
afFofd to burn a fire at home. As they are 
allowed to sit there all day, and even somer 
times to pass the night, the furniture of the 
house &warms with fleas and lioe ; and the a{H 
pearance of the beds repels (every idea of aleepi 
Tiyiien the traveller demands a fresh horsfij 
tliey^muse him for an hour with some idieexH* 
ci^sei after which they produce a horse withqUt 
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a shoe on his feet, and of course he must be 
sent to the farrier to be shod ; but as this will 
occupy a couple of hours, the travdler is in- 
duced to order some food to be dressed, which, 
when produced, is abominable. A horse is at 
length reported to be ready : when inspected, 
he is found to be blind, lame, and galled. If the 
traveller is irritated at this treatment, they say 
they cannot help it, so many persons have lately 
passed that way, — that their horses are lamed 
or dead, and that for many months they have 
not received the Grovemment allow:ance. The 
traveller being about to depart, they make 
an exorbitant demand on him for his enter- 
tainment \ and if he does not comply with it, 
they abuse him grossly, and sometimes even 
beat him. 

ITie ruin of these post-houses is owing to 
two circumstances : first, the irregular payment 
of their allowance ; and secondly, the institution 
was only intended for the use of the Sultan's 
actual messengers, or officers sent to join the 



'•I 



MIRZA ABU TALEB KHAN. 223 

army; but^ in the process of time, every person, 
who could bribe the postmaster- general, re- 
ceived an order for horses, and thus defeated 
the intention. The actual royal messengers 
now put up where they please, and oblige the 
head man of the village to supply all their 
wants gratis. 

* 

The Turks eat three times in the day : 
their breakfast consists of bread and sweetmeats, 
or fruit; at noon they take a slight repast of 
bread, hibobsy and vegetables, all of which are 
to be had, of a superior quality, at the cooks' 
shops : but their principal repast, and the only 
one to which they invite company, is after 
evening prayer. 

The Turkish mode of cookery is a bad 
imitation of that of Persia and Hindoostan : 

• • • 

it consists of pilaws, curries, forcemeats, stews, 
ancj a number of sweetmeats, &c. Their mode 
of serving up dinner differs, however, very 
much from the practice of either of the abo?ie 
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countries, and». in the latter, would ,1^ comsi- 
dered very derogatory to the greater jivimber 
of the guests. 



. ■ » 
* ■ ■ ■- 



In Turkey, if a party consists of eighteen 
persons, there are three cloths laid, in different 
parts of the room^ on each of which are 
placed six cakes of bread. The master of the 
house^ with the five superior guests, take their 
places at the upper table ; the six next in rank 
take the second table ; , and the others, the in- 
ferior one. - . A. large tray is then brought in, 
containing a si^agle dish, which is placed on the 

upper tabl^: the master of the house, apd his 

.. . " • ... - . 

guests, immediat^y take two or three mouth- 

1. . " ■' ■ • ■ ' 

fuls with their hands; the dish is then changed, 

■I- . [.".'. ' "• 

and carried to the second table ; when the party 

^ ,'• ■.■.■■* * 

having helped themselves in the same manner, 

it is carried to the bottom table, and thence, in 

: .; -1^:: ■;:■.. ■'•■ ■■ ■• ■ ■•■■'■^ • ^ ■ 

a few mmutes, taken out. In this mode, a sue- 

<• . ■ . - - • ■ ' ■ ■ ■ ■. . . ■» ' ' . -. • 

cession of diirty dishes are frequently produced ; 

•^ ■■•.■'■ -^ "■•■-■ - " - •" 

but, before a person can tell whether he likes 

"* ' • ■ ■ .^ . 

^ any particular dish, it is taken ofi^ and perhaps 
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tep\3ced by a much inferior one. For sdtlps^ 
Custards, rice, milk, &c. they make use of 
wooden spoons, which, being very shallow, knd 
quite round, scarcely hold any thing, and only 
servfe to dirty the tablecloths and spoil a per-* 
soil's clothes. 



The Turkish mode of living is, upon the 
whole, very disgusting ; and I never could make 
a comfortable meal with them. In the first place, 
the sitigle dish being placed upon a wide ti-ay, 
round which six people are sitting, it requires 
the artn to be stretched out at full length j then 
the servants are so inattentive to the guests, of 
so rapid in their motions, that they frequently 
snatch away the dish when a persoti is in the 
act of helping himself ; and, as all the dished 
are brought from the kitchen at the same time^ 
and laid down, in an adjoining apartment^ till 
wanted, those which are producied last are fre- 
^ quently cold^ The Turfcs^ on account of their 
taking no exercise, and constantly indulging 
themselves in smoking arid drinking Coffee^ 

VOL. II. Q 



326 / ::mf' .TRAVEL)* OF 



■ -■•-* 



% 



have seldom any appetite for their dinner^ &q4 
appear always anxious to get it over, that they 
may return to the pleasures of the pipe again. 
Owing to all these causes, I have frequently 
risen very hungry from table. The itpnly 
article in which the markets of Constantinople 
excel those of other cities, is fish : of these they 
have a great variety, some of which are yery 
delicious. 



The houses in Constantinople are, in 
general, constructed of wood, either plastered 
with mortar, or painted to resemble brick. 
The Turks, like the natives of India, study 
appearance and show more than comfort and 
utility ; but the greatest defect of these houses 
i«, the constant danger of their catching fir^ ; 
and whenever it does happen, many hundreds 
of them are consumed, before the fire caa he 
extinguished* There is scarcely a street in th^ 
tovm that has not been burned down, three or 
four times, within the last fifty years. They 
howev(^^ continue to rebuild them with wood ; 
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ahd assign as a reason, their apprehensiofl 
from earthquakes : this, however, is a mert 
idle excuse ; and the real fact is, that they do 
not wish to expend such a sum of money as 
tvould be requisite to build a brick or stone 
•house; not considering, that the rebuilding 
a wooden one, with the loss of furniture, &5Ci 
is, in the end, more expensive* Besides, sl^ 
though several earthquakes have ha,ppened ifa 
this city, they have not destroyed the mosques, 
or other public buildings, all of which are built 
of brick or stone. 

• • • • » 

In the houses of the higher classes, there 
is always a large room, either for business, of 
for the reception of guests; the entrance ta 
which is in the long side. Opposite the door 
is the seat of the master of the house; and 
along that side of the room there is a row of 
heavy> gloomy windows. All round the room> 
except at the entrance, is placed a seatj 
a foot and a half high, on which are laid 

cushions, stuffed with wool, thr^e or four 

Q 2 
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inches thick, and covered with broad-cloth. 
When a person sits down on one of these 
cushions, in the Oriental ^hion, he sinks into 
it, and finds it difEcult to alter his position. 
The middle of the room is covered with 
a thick carpet ; which, with the cushions, are, 
not taken up once in six months, and are, 
consequently, well inhabited by fleas and bugs. 
These creatures do not seem to annoy the 
Turks, but are sure to pay their respects to 
a stranger. 

In Constantinople there are twenty-five 
pfublic mosques, all of which are built in a 
handsome style, and highly ornamented : but 
the great Mosque of Sufyeh (Sophia) excels, 
in grandeur and elegance, any building I have 
wer seen. The boasted cathedral of St. PauFs, 
the superb domes of Paris and of Genoa, were 
all obliterated from my memory by the sight of 
this sanctuary : in short, nothing in the world 
is equal to it. The center of the building, 
immediately under the great dome> is one hun? 



dted yards square ; this is surroimd^d on* all 
srictes by lofty aisles, forty yards wide, support^ 
by massy, but highly ornamented, pillars of 
porphyry. All round the upper part of 
the building there runs a gallery, capable of 
holding an immense number of spectators. 

This mosque is built of Various kinds of 
stone, and was erected by order of Cgo*- 
stantine, the founder of the city, and the 
first of the Caesars who was converted to 
Christianity. It was finished in the year of the 
Christian aera 314; that is, 1488 years ago; 
and was for many years sacred to Christianity. 
But when Sultan Mohammed took Constanti- 
nople, he sanctified it to the Mussulmas 
religion. It is constructed of such excellent 
materiale, ^nd the workmanship' is so wellexr 
ecuted, that, notwithstanding its antiquity, it 
has all the appearance of a modem building, 

-i.The mosques next in celebrity to St. So* 
phia^ ^^; those built by the Sultans Ahmed^ 
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Mohammad Fateh, BsLjazety Mahmood> and 
Mahmood Pasha. The exterior architecture of 
all these is very fine : they are also handsomely 
carved and gilded. In front of each of these there 
IS an extensive courts in the center of which 
is a large reservoir, containing a jet d^.eau, for 
the purpose of purification. There are also, 
round the court, several other reservoirs for 
this purpose ; and on the outside of the court- 
wall is an extensive range of buildings, con- 
taining shops, coffee-houses, &c. Some of the 
mosques have also colleges attached to them, 
where the students are instructed gratis. 

The private mosques in Constantinople are 
innumerable ; but these are, in general, mean 
buildings ; and, except the door, and the minars, 
OTi which the Mauzins stand to call the people 
to prayer, there is nothing handsome about 
them. 

Several of the bazars in this city are hand- 
some ; but the most celebrated &ne is a square. 
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encompassed with a wall, extending a mile each 
way i It has several large gates, and is laid out 
ifi'the interior with gravel-walks, covered at top 
with an arched roof lighted by glass windows, 
which may be opened or shut by means of 
ropes and pulleys. On each side of these walks 
there is a range of shops, containing a great 
quantity of valuable merchandise. Each pro- 
fession, or trade, has its particular walk ; but 
the most extraordinary regulation of this bazar 
is, that the shops are never open after twelve 
o'clock in the day ; and on Friday there is net 
a single person to be seen in it. 

I had heard a number of Persians speak in 
raptures of this bazar ; but as, in the course of 
my life, I have been often disappointed in my 
expectations, from the exaggerated descriptions 
of other people, so, in this instance, I was com- 
pletely mortified. In the first place, the shops 
are so dark, that it is impossible to distinguish 
ookmrs ; and although I put on my spectacles, 
ttndjheld my bargain up to the light, I bought 
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^ blue turband instead of a gr^n.oae. Ser 
cpndly^ the air is so confined^ that disagre^blip 
s^lells are engendered ; and, thirdly, aa thci ^^in 
can never penetrate the shops, or the streets be- 
tween them, the former are excessively damp ; 
and, in the latter, the mud is ancle deep during 
the whole winter. 

In Constantinople there is a great variety 
of fruit to be procured : they have abundance of 
both musk and water melons; also apples, 
quinces, mulberries, pomegranates, lemons, and 
grapes. Xh^ir dried fruits are all excellent, 
especially their raisins, pruins, almonds, pista- 
c)iios, nuts, anddatesr 

s:, \n one of my peregrinations through the 
gity, I met, at the Mosque of the Emperor 
3ajazet, with an Afghan of Candahar,, who 
§j}pke Persian fluently, and said he was a stu- 
dpp^t in the college ; and further inforiped me, 
that many Mohammedans came yearly to Con- 
stantinople, from Candahar, the Punjab, Sinde, 
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and other pkoes of India/ to study theaiences 
in the numerous colleges of this city 1— that 
a little distance from where he resided, there 
was a monastery of three hundred Indian Fa^ 
keers, and that, if I wished it, he would intm- 
duce me to them ; but, as I concluded they wei^ 
an assemblage of low, ignorant people, or 
smokers of opium, I declined his offer. 



It may be necessary to explain, that, in 
Turkey, derveishes are treated with great 
respect, and the common people are strongly 
impressed with an idea of their sanctity. Thiere 
are several sects of them, each of which is 
distinguished by a peculiar cap. They exhibit 
a number of slight-of-hand tricks, and pretend 
to work miracles : they turn round and dknce, 
to the sound of a drum, till they are quite 
giddy, and will then rush into the fire, 'df 
attempt any other mad action. The Turks 
are partial to the derveishes df their owtf 
cduntry, biit tolerate those of any* otheiir* 



■* 
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CHAR XXIX. 



Character of the Turks — ^Limited power of the 
\ Emperor — Authority of the Viziers, and of 

the Cazies — freedom of the fVomen — Female 

Slaves. — Hard fate of the Princesses. The 
: . Author introduced to the Viziers -^^ presented 

to the Emperor — not visited by any of the 
y Nobility — forms an acquaintance with the 
^ East-India Company's Agent, and the Inter- 
.-•; preter to the English Embassy, also with the 
;: - Interpreter to the German Embassy — obtains 

a 9econd^ audience of the Emperor. Pass- 
.. ports. A public Mehmandar, or CoTiductor, 
*, appointed to attend the Autlvor to Bagdad*^ 

his character, and an account of his conduct. 

JL HE Turks are, in general, persons of ^rict 
honour, intrepid, liberal, hospitable, friendly, 
and compassionate ; and their Government is 
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conducted with greater attention to justice 
than any other of the modern Mohammedan 
States. I had not a sufficient. opportunity of 
judging correctly of their jurisprudence; but 
I learned that their Emperors have not the 
power of shedding blood unjustly, nor can 
they follow the bent of their own inclinations 
or passions with impunity. On all affairs of 
consequence they are obliged to consult their 
nobles, who are kept in proper subjection by the 
hope of promotion or the fear of punishrtient ; 
and although the nobles seldom transgress, 
either against the laws or the regulations of 
the State, they are always trembling for their 
lives ; as it frequently happens, that, on mere 
suspicion, they are summoned to the Ministers' 

tribunal, and there condemned to suffer death, 

« 

without knowing of what, or by whom, they 
are accused. 

The authority of the Viziers is aliso so ve«y 
despotic, that the governors of provinces, or 
generals of armies, seldom dare^ to harbcmr: an 
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idea of insurrection -or rebellion ; but if ^h in- 
stance of the kind ever does occur, and the 
Ministers^ do not feel themselves . sufficiently 
powerful to punish it immediately, they com-^ 
promise the affair, and wait till the disaffected 
chief is either carried off by death, or falls 
into their sn^es. By these means the Otto- 
man Government has flourished for six hun- 
dred years, without experiencing any open 
rebellion, though symptoms of insurrection 
have been frequentljr manifested. 

The Cazies (judges), although in general 
illiterate, and open to bribery, are nevertheless 
very arbitrary in their decisions ; and whether 
these decisions are correct or otherwise, they 
are irrevocable, and must be obeyed by the 
governors or commanders. The Cazies are 
appointed and displaced by the Stidder Aaiim 
(Lord Chancellor), who is always one of the 
principal Viziers. Their nomination is only for 
one year, ^t the expiration of which period- 
they return to Constantinople ; and if their 
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condijct has been approved, they are again 
a^oiftted to some other district ; but if con- 
demned, tliey are dismissed, and compelled to 
retire in disgrace. On this account they are 
always very circumspect, and do not connive at 
the malconduct of the governors and collectors, 
but administer justice with more impartiality 
than might be expected from such characters. 

.The Turkish women are allowed a much 
greater degree of freedom than those of Persia 
or India. The wives of the noblemen and 
higher classes are permitted to go out, and 
visit each other, either entirely unveiled, or 
with a small veil over their faces. They are 
also allowed to walk out in the streets, bazars, 
and gardens* Male slaves, and young men 
from fifteen to twenty years of age, if nearly 
connected, are permitted to enter th6 .women's 
apartments, and converse with their relations. 
By these means> the Turkish women acquire, 
spme knowledge of the world ; and being cott* 
stantly accustomed to see men, behold them. 
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with more indifference than the ladies of India; 
If, notwithstanding these advantages, they are 
sometimes guihy of impropriety, they are not 
so liable to be discovered as in India, and the 
husband's honour is thereby preserved. 

In India, it is reckoned disgraceful for a 
woman to marry a second time ; but a Turkish 
woman may marry again, within a few months 
after the death of her husband, without any 
scandal or reproach. 

Although the opulent Turks keep a number 
df women, they fire seldom married to more 
than one wife at a time : the remainder consist 
of Georgian and Circassian slaves, who ar6 
celebrated throughout the world for their 
lietuty and accomplishments. These are per- 
mitted to dress and live equally well with the 
wife; but they are, in every other respect, 
subject to her authority ancf coitkmand. 

Besides the Greorgian and Circassian women. 
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every^ haram contains a number of Ethiopian^ 
or other female slaves, who perform all th6 
menial offices. These are sometimes perr 
mitted to share their master's bed, but are 
generally given in marriage to the male 
slaves, or some man dependent on the family. 
In the latter case, they attend during the day^ 
and return to their husband's house at night. 

•One of the most peculiar and reprehensible 
of the Turkish customs, is their marrying the, 
sisters and daughters . of the Emperor to dif- 
ferent noblemen ; on condition, that if they have 
any male issue, the child shall immediately bQ 
put to death. The origin, or reason ,of this 
regulation, is unknown, and appears quite un- 
accountable. If it was occasioned by an appre- 
hension that those children should ever lay 
claim to the throne> and thereby cause difrr 
sention in the State, why is not the saBj© 
rule enforced on theJ Princes ? but, on the con- 
trary, they are allowed to increase and multiply 
their species, on condition of the children 
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remaining in the Seraglio {Serai Adli/jlmperiei 
Palace), till summoned to the thmne. What- 
ever may have been the origin of this absurd 
custom, the fact is, that the Emperor's mid- 
wives alwaya^ attend the accouchement of every 
Princess ; and if the. child proves a boy, they 
immediately despatch him to his forefathers. 

The better classes of the Turks are very 
religious, and say their prayers regularly five 
times in the day : they also scrupulously observe 
aH thd ordinances of the ecclesiastical law, and 
fest every day during the whole month of 
Ramzan, or Mohammedan Lent, whether afr 
home or on a journey^ . 

t The day after my arrival in Constanti- 

nojpte. Lord E *-n, the British Ambassador, 

sent intelligence of it to the Keis Efferdi 
(Minister of Foreign Affairs), who requested 
to have the pleasure of seeing me on the fol- 
lowing day. At the hour appointed, I waited 
on his Excellency, and was graciously received. 



-1 



|*|[6:«^rUine4 nm with cqS&^, and the hookab: 
bMtr ^s he did not understand Pema^^ »d; 
^t^^med an illiterate man^. I request^ he wonki^ 
introduce ineto the Prime Minister^ Yustof 
P;g^sha. Jie immediately assented^ and sent a mie9«* 
^^ to that nobleman^ explaining my wishes. 

The offices of all the Viziers are in tfie 
same court or division of the palace; the 
entrance to which is through a, lofty gateway, 
called the Babi Homayon (Imperiai Gate), 
translated^ . by Europeans, the Sublimt J^orte. 
Here all the, business of the empire is trans*-* 
af ted, and the public letters are dated from this 
spot. All the Viziers assemble, at an early.: 
hour, at the Prime Minister's apartment, and, 
having, consulted with him on th^ . stat^ of 
affairs, repair to their own offices^ where they,, 
ren^ija the whole d^y. The vicinity 4;rf. thw^- 
o|i^ces to each oth^r ^luch facilitate^ bi»sia^^# . 
and is deserving of imitation. , 
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tietumed, acoMnpanied by a servant of Yc»uf 
f^ha^ who informed me^ that his mdstcir waii 
anxious to have the pleasure of seeing' rfte; 
Having taken leave of the Effendi, I imme-^ 
diately proceeded to the apartments of the 
prime Minister. I found him seated in a 
magnificent hall, lighted by glazed windows, 
and handsomely furnished with couches and 
rfch carpetis ; and attended by above fifty slaves, 
at setVants. He received me with much polite- 
iteW, 'arid' we conversed for a considerable time 
ift ?er^n. As his Excellency's beard was very 
Ibhg/ &nd tnirie hadl^een lately cut, he rallied 
me lnti6h oft this stibject, and made me promise 
nfever iiigain to let the scissars touch it. 

! . ■ - ' -■ ■ , -^ ■ . ■ ■ • ■ ■ ■ 

■ After I had taken my leave of the Prime 
SUmi^^ 1 received a message from Ahmed 
Efrehdr,- c^diftnidnly called Kija Beg, the Vi^er 
for' tlie'ttoiiie department, to request I would 
liohouf tiirh^with my company : I immediately 
tvaited 6ti hhri, and experienced much plea- 
sure! ffoiii this Visit. His Excellency has the 



mask inteUigent and haadaome coui^tenanoe 
himve^mtf: ^eisn: his o^imers are elegant^ anil 
hifl conversation lively and agreeable* When 
I wes about to depart, he ordered one of his 
Sij^^ants to attend me to the Mosque of St* 
^phia^ and to show me all the sacred places 
smd other public buildings of Constantinople* 

♦ ■ • .' ■ • • . . ' • • .■ 

. . Sonae days afterwards, I had the -hoiiovif 
of ; being introduced tp the Emperor^ SpJitaQ 
Selim, (May his prosperity.endure for.; ever i) 
^nd presented his Majesty with a coi[0plet(9 
]Pei|9ian translation pf the Cctmoc^ (a colebratj^ 
Arabic Dictionary), in two volumes* -A^ Jti^ 
a very scarce work, and had cost me^a large 
sum of money, and much pains to correct it, 
and as all the well-educat^ Turks ^i^e. ad- 
mirers of the Persian language, I ref^ijested 
that his Majesty would havq the i^^odn^ss t<> 
Qrder it to be printed^ as a book, wjii^ }!V9uI4 
pjTQve exceedingly beneficial to his , subjects, 
I also stipulated witb his Majesty, tha|, in^the 

• . ^ . * ■ - * . 

pr^^pe. of the. printed edition, it sbottlcl. l>e 

R 2 
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ffecorded by whose means the bobk became 
known in Constantinoi*le. The Emperor con- 
descendingly acquiesced with my request ; attd> 
having ordered it to be committed to writing, 
signed the papfet with his own hand, and 
delivered the book 4:o the librarian. He theft 
commanded that I should be clothed in a dre»l 
of honour, and a sum of money be given me. 
The latter I beggid leave to decline ; antf in- 
formed his Majesty, that my only motive; for 
bringing the book to Constantinople was for 
the benefit of mankind ; that, for this pious 
action, I hoped for a reward in the next world, 
kiid th^ef*e tvould not give up my expecta- 
tion for the vanities of this. The Eimperor 
stniled, and desired to see me again, before 
lieft his capital. 

As the period of my residence in Coni9tari-* 
tinople was only twenty-eight days, my ac- 
quaintance with the Turkish Nobility was 
very limited, and I only visited the Viziers and 
officers of State in their public capaSity; the 



jre^^us ft>r which wer^ briefly th^ae. In .the 
first place, as thQ winter wa& fa^t approaching^ 
and the rqad to Bagd^ is frequently obstructed 
by snow, I wa$ only amcious to pursue my 
journey. »Secondly, as the Turks have a great 
enmity to the Persians, on account of their 
ancient .wars and difference of religion, and 
ev^n consider the shedding of their blood jas 
JAwfol, they used to look on me with aversion. 
Jt perhaps would have been prudent in me to 
iiave changed my dress ; but, as I intended to 
remain among tKem only a short time, and had 
a great abhorrence to their cumbrous, gar- 
ments, I would not yield to their prejudices. 
Thirdly, as I prided myself on being a descen- 
dant of the Prophet, (on whom, and on his 
descendants, be the blessing of God !) I expected 
that they should first visit me ; and they, being 
proud of their offices and wealth, thought it 
my duty to wait on them* 

'.■■■■ To compensate for the inattention . of the 
Turks,. I had a very extensive society of Persians, 
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Indians^ and Armenians. TTie twd former wert, 
tit general, well-informed, or religious men, 
who had come to Constantinople for the jitfr- 
jiose of study. The latter reside in Galata, 
and are mostly engaged in trade : they come 
hither from Aleppo, Tokat, Amasia, and 
other cities in subjection to the Turks. Tlieir 
language is a mixture of Armenian and 
Turkish. Many of them have acquired great 
wealth ; but, as their national vice is avarice, 
I never experienced any degree of hospitality 
of* liberality from them. Once or twice I was 
aosked to their evening parties, and had an op- 
portunity of seeing a number of their young 
women, many of whom I thought handsome. 

Mr. T — ^ke, the East-India Company's 
Agent, who had resided forty years in Turkey, 
wid had, in oonsequence> nearly foi^gotten the 
English morality, behaved to me withimucSi 
politeness, but, I suspect, with very little 
wncerity; for when I requested him to pro- 
care for me a Chupur (conductor), to -guide 



t 

ai^v/a«^4 me in my joumey^n^t ftUp Qurn^fiit 
jfrte of the country, which, I have sinqe 
leiEp^nedj^ i&.only one hundred and fifty, jor 
two hundred kurush, he assured .me that 
no respectable person of that kind could be 
jjtiad for less than 1 500 kurush ; that the re- 
quisite expenses amounted to 1000; and th^t 
the man could not expect less than 500 fpr 
his trouble. It was in consequence of this 
statement, and his hypocritical cpuduct^. . thiP^t 
I applied to the Viziers fpr oACof^th^ pul^l^c 
conductors, who behav^ exqes^velyj ill to jH^^ 
and cost me much more^thai^ I could Jip^e 
hired one for, who would havjS paidi.ifupiicit 
obedience to my commands, \Tl;>i^,^b^ectjWJI^l 
be further explained in the sequel, 

. . ■■ " ■ ■• ■ f. r^\ 

,1 had frequent opportunities of r t^eqomij^ 

acquainted with Mr.P^— z— y, .thcj ;Pub|l,ic 

; Interpreter to the British Eml>8(5?y, >,: ^^ 

jiperson is a Greek, : and has . acquiredan? in|- 

*|j|iexise^ fortune by his employ ment> indep^ipKfewit 

i^i,t^. great enoioluments, Ije derive? fr(?w^;|^e 



MilsineBS of his office. M the Skigliih 
travel this road lane entirely at his xnerq^c; ; aEiuL^ 
from not understanding thei language of ^i the 
country, they are obliged to employ him, Ktr 
ohe of his deputies, in «all their transactions : 
Ij^ey are, in consequence^ completely pillaged. 
{ -know not whether it was from his having 
been disappointed in his expectations of plun*- 
flbering me, -or that it was owing to the anti- 
fiathy the: Qreeks bear to all Mbhammedans, 
tliit he became my enany, and, previous to 
•my , setting out, whispered somediing in the 
Mur of my conductor, whidi efiaoed from his 
ifiOcAIedtidn the solemn injunctions and po- 
sitive commands he had received, both from 
Lord Elgin and Ahmed Eiiendi (the second 
Vizier), as will hereafter be explained* 
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1 FrcMn^e. society ef Mr. Himrou I derived 
inch/ satis&ction. He is a young man- ^ 
' ttT: Tnofit: amiable di^osition and enlightened 
Itindenitandiag :: : he is by Jbirth a German, but 
speaks the Latin, Frendi, English, 6redc, 



a7urki^j Aiiabic, and PersiBn kngmgeK^ '. He 
)MB. formerly employed aft interpreter by Sir 
fiidney Smttiti^ aiid was his ocmstai^ GORipaBiott 
duriog. the siege of Acre. He is now; in the se^ 
viceof the £mperor of Germany, who constantijr 
retains a splendid embassy at the Turkish 
Court. This gentleman translated several of my 
odes, into English, French, and German ; and 
sent them to London, Paris, and Vienna; ^ He 
visited me daily^ and introduced. n[ie to im 
Excellency, the German Ambassador.- Bf 
means of this introduction, I had an -oppcMrv 
tunity of seeingj at his Excellency's roats^ oet 
only all the kdies belonging to the difierent 
European embassies, but also a gr^t number 
of Greeks and Armenians. The ActibasisadGir 
and his lady are very highly . esteeogieti a^% 
Constantinople ; and, judging from their 
jQonduct^ and -that of some othstt of 'their 
ix)untrymeii9 whom I have met mtii : in) >tite 
ioottrse of my- trav^, I condude thai ithft 
iSermans stand ' very high in tha^^sdkW-'^vf 
polished tuitions. ^ >ii ^.lii):^ 



;T Hdvnig seert^ ^very tiling thfttf:i¥a»^oritlay 
cf observation* iii GonstantinQplejir^iQdrte 
anxious to pursue Inoy journey hefyre tl^ judnter 
set in^ I. solicited my audience of leaTe,- whieh 
was iinmediately granted : and the Emperor^ 
on this occasion also, behaved to me with 
the greatest condescension and kindness, wv ^. 

In d^edienca to the Royal orders, a MeA- 
wimiter (conductor) was appointed to attend 
me AoiiiL £on&tanljinople to Bagdad, whose 
duty it was to provide me with horses, and 
#>j[ery Qthier requisite^ on the road. I was also 
jfiopus^ipd >vHh ;U^ (orders, or pa^- 

p0*:ts)v The first of these wa$ general, anid 
lldd^pei$$ed to all the Pashas^ Governors, and 
^Qinmanders, wherever I shpuld halt, to be 
attentive to me, to take me into their ptan 
, houses, and to supply all my wants : it also 
^lireoted the postmasters to burnish - mo, at 
every ^g^^ with two riding , hor$es,s and four 
horse$ for. my servants and . baggage Th^ 
second fin;naua was ad(kesse4 .to A^^V^^ 



Ag^i-Gdv^fnor of Mardine, dii^ectmg him to 
send a- party ctf* davalry to escort me safe ovey 
the de^irt whidi is situated between Marditie 
fsitvd: Mousu]^ a plaoe said to be replete with 
danger. The third was directed to Aly Pashaj, 
Viceroy of Bagdad^ commanding him to yield 
me every assistance in his power, to entertain 
me in his own house, to facilitate my pilgri- 
mage to the shrines of the Martyrs ^Hussein, 
grandson of Mohammed, and his family) who fisB 
at Kerbela, and to escort me safe to Bassora« * 

As an additional proof of the Emperor^ 
esteem, the sum of six hundred kurash were 
paid, from the treasury, to my Mshmandei^ 
whose name was Hajy Aly, to furnish me witJi 
provisions on that part of the road where therii 
were riot any towns or public officers. 
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When I took leave of my friend Ahm€Jd 

Eflfendi, he ordered the Mehmatider into hi& 

_ /■ ■ 
ifjfAence; and told him, in my hearing, that Hfe 

't*ii8>itt every respect, to conform to my wishes ; 



4e permit me> if I choise it, to j»ak.e thii^ days* 
jcmmcy in . one day, or vice verm ; ancj^ in 
short, to act as if he, the Effendi, was the fwr- 
eon under his charge. He also informed, him, 
j^t if he conducted himself with propriety, 
and brought back from me a certificate to that 
effect, he should be promoted*. The scoundrel 
Jiifised the hem of the EfFendi's garment ; and 
said he would willingly forfeit his eyes and his 
head^ if he deviated, in the smallest degree, 
from his oommands. 

The next morning, however, h^ came to 
liOrd E ■ n, ■ and said the money entrusted 
him by Government was insufficient for- the 
purpose, and solicited a further sum. His lord- 
ship generously gave him a hundred kurush 
in addition^ and conferred on him a khelaat, or 
dress of honour, with an exhortation to take 
the greatest care of me, which he most so- 
lemnly promised. 

As it would be an endless task to enume- 



UlRZA^ABU TALSB JUHAN« 253 

rate all the villanks of this scoundrel on tbe» 
road^ I shaU here give a compendiiun. of hif 
conduct. In, the first place, the money which 
was given hiih for my use, he af^ropriatec) te 
himselfj and during the whole journey did not 
expend one hundred kurush qn my accounts 
Secondly, instead of conducting me to the 
houses of the Pashas or Grovemors^ he took 
me, during the first part of the journey, to 
the post-houses, where I was so bit by fleas 
and bugs, that I could not sleep an hour 
during a whole night. When I demanded why 
he did not. carry me to the house of the Go- 
vernor, he told me some gross falsehood, as aa 
excuse. However, after the first three or four 
days, having discovered his character, I myself 
waited on the Pashas, or Governors, whenever 
we arrived at the end of our JQuri;iey before. 
* midnight ; and having shown thera the SuUau';^ 
ordcFi. I was immediately received into their 
houses, and treated with much respect. Thirdly,, 
contrary to his instructions, he frequently 
obliged me to ride three or four long stages 
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Hi one day ; but when it sutttd- his >«^fi^ton- 
venienoe better, he would not ga Tnore thas^ 
one or two stages in a day* His chief <^j^ot 
in this conduct was, to avoid the towns ii^ 
which the Pashas resided, and to oblige -m^ 
to pass the night in the post-houises, whem, ift^ 
consequence of my passports, he was supplied 
with every thing gratis* During our jdunwe^y^ 
we fell in with a caravan, and for several dsfs 
he obliged me to keep company with it, und«f 
pretence that the road was infested with rob- 
bers. His conduct was, in short, so disgusting, 
that I hated the sight of him ; and on my 
arrival at Diarbekir, I entreated the Grovemor^i 
Ahmed Eflfendi, to furnish me with another 
conductor, as far as his authority extended. 
This request he obligingly complied with, and 
ordered one of his own servants to accompany^ 
me to IMardine : . thence I was escorted by 
one of the servants of AbduUah Aga Pasha 
as far as Mousul ; and from Mousul to Bag- 
dad by an officer in the service of Mohammed 
Pasha* 
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.' AUhough I had dispensed with the atten- 
dance of the cursed wretch (the Mehmander)^ 
and told him he might return to Constanti*^ 
nople^ he would not quit me, fearing he should 
be called to an account for the sura of money 
advanced to him for my use : and, upon our 
arrival at Bagdad, he had the impudence to de- 
mand from me a certificate of his good beha- 
viour, and that I was in every respect satis- 
fied with his conduct. ; .. 
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The Author leaves Constantinople. Account of 

his journey. History of the city ofAmasia — 

*. . ' ■ 

Gold and Silver Mines in its neighbourhood. 
Account of SewaSy or Sebasie. Anecdotes of 
the inhabitants of Hussen Buddery, Occur-^ 
rente at Malatia. Description of the Eu- 
phrates. Account of a salt-water lake. De- 
scription of Diarbekir — Author hospitably 
entertained by the Governor. Description of 
Mardine — Panegyric on the Govembr. Ac- 
count of Nisibes. 

On Sunday the 4th of Shaban 1218, (25th 
October 1 802,) having taken leave of my kind 

friends. Lord and Lady E ^n, I crossed the 

harbour from Galata, and passed the night at 
an inn, near the mosque of Mahmood Pasha, 
in Constantinople. The following day I 



crossed the strait^ and passed that night at 
Scudari^ a handsome town on the Asiatic shore. 

On Tuesday, after breakfest, I commenced 
the most toilsome and dangerous journey I ha4 
ever undertaken : but, as it was a part of the 
world I was anxious to see, and led towards 
home, I was in good spirits. We stopped the 
first night at Keza, twelve fersukh from Scu- 
dari* This journey is not performed by the 
caravans in less than twelve hours, as they 
seldom travel at a quicker rate than a fersukh 
in the hour, A fersukh is equal to two Hin- 
doostariy coss, or four English miles. 

The following day we reached Azmut, pro-, 
nounced, by Europeans, Asmus, heipg- ovfj/s^ 
thirty-six miles. It is a very ancient and ex- 
tensive town, inhabited chiefly by Christians^ 

Its bazars are well supplied with provisions and 
ift(erchandise. 



On the 8th (Shaban) we mounted our 
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horsto ^ dlv]^li[t> and, after travelling twenty^' 
eight miles, refreshed ourselves^ and changeob 
horses, at a mean, dirty village, called Te- ' 
banehe: thence we proceeded forty: mile«, to 
Khunduk, m pretty village, with a stream of; 
clear w^»r running through it. As the post-^: 
htmse was here tolerably cleaii, and tile people 
cifvil, I passed a pleasant night. The Weathei\ 
now began U> be very^cold, and we had sev«raJ 
Ssliowefs of hail, with -some frost. On the ptl^. 
we again set out at day*brtok, and, having 
dlidnged horses at Dozjeh, arrived, some houra . 
after dark, at Bely. This day's journey wa/s 
ninety-six miles ; and the latter part of it was 
over a very steep inountain, of nearly twenty 
miles tMcenC. The road is exoeseiveiy naitf ow, 
litA cvAi iik a zigzag form, up the side of jthe 
n(K>untftinif resembling the path-wi^ made hf 
ittiM'bver *a mde^hill. ^ i-r; 

As the weather was very cold, I^^Vrtts so^ 
loaded with clothes and furs, that I could not 
walk ; 4nd, although it was qiiite dark while 



\vQ-.were descending^ 1 wns obliged'- to trust 
enliDeLy to my horse ; but if h^ had either stum* : 
bli^ or gone six inches out of the road^ I must 
inevitably hate been dashed tOv pieces^ It was 
therefore' very bad management in my con-- 
ductor to come on this second stage, at 
such a season of the year; and I strongly 
advise all persons who shall travel this road, 
to stop during the night at Doi^eh, and eom"-- 
mence this stage with the morning Ji^tv J- 
must: however observe, that the .inhabitants, 
.of this village have the character of beifig-, 
savages, thieves, and robbers. 



• t 



On die lOth, we proceeded to th<^ viU^gft 
of Karadah^ forty-^^t miles^ and ijottae^ded tpr 
have gone on another stage that eyening i bu,( 
the postmaster being an acquaintance -pf ;inf 
conductor, he insisted upon entertaining all (^ 
party. He gave us an ^excellent dinner ; and 
the ducks at this place were. superior, to: any 
I /bnw ever eaten. -'^ 
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• On the lltb^ /we mounted • early in > Iho 
morning, and dianged horses at 'i%ndedr} 
thirty-two milea; thence to Ken^ile thbly 
miles. Here we again obtained fi?esh horses^ 
and proceeded to Carajuran^ twenty-two miteff; 
making, in all, eighty-four miles. It. was 
midnight before we arrived at the last sta^, 
and were therefore obliged to put up at the 
post-'house, among fleas and bugs. This 
place ^ is famous for good honey and ifine 
butter ; and both these articles are carried to 
a great distance. 

On the 12 th we reached, at an early hour, 
Kubbeh Hissar, a dirty village. The people 
ol the postrhouse were great knaves, and de- 
tained us two hours, under pretence of shoeing 
their horses^ and preparing dinner ibir my 
MtJb^dantB* After repeated entreaties, they 
brought our- horses ; but, in consequence 4)f 
this detentioii^ it was late at nigkt before we 
arrived at Tosieh. The journey this' - day Was 
about eighty miles. Tosieh is^ja very large 
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towxii but the post-house ^as th6 filthiest 
phoe I had ever- seen ; the keepers of it wene 
^so the most' avaricious and troublesome pety^ 
pie I ever met with. In consequence of their 
impositions and altercation, it was nine or ten 
o'dock on the 13th before we could proceed. 
Our first stage was to Hajy Humze, thirty-six 
miles ; and the second to Osman Jok, thirty- 
two miles : total, sixtyneight miles. The whole 
of this day'3 journey was over steep mountaiits 
and dreadfully bad roads. / • ' 

The 14th we dined at Mersul, distance 
, fifty-six miles ; and at midnight reached Ama- 
sia, thirtyrtwo miles : total, eighty^ght miloA. 
Mersul is a large village, situated in an exten- 
sive plain, and contains an excellent post-hou«^, 
the people of which were exceedingly attentive, 
^d moderate in their charges, and- readily 
^supplied us with horses. At Amasia, though 
s^considerafole city, well inhabited, and abound- 
.ii^ with bolh water and wind-mills, every 
thing was the reverse. The streets wece 
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narrow, and full of mud ; the post-tidtise filthy 
in the extreme, and the lan^rd a greit^cheat ; 
the provisions were also bad, and the '^sbrvants 
inattentive. During this journey I had tjtoa- 
sion to observe, that the accommckiations in the 
villages were ahmys superior to thos6 in large 
towns. 
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Be it known, that^ after the defeiat and cap- 
tivity of Sultan Bajazet, by the EmpeW)r 
Timour (Tamerlane), at SeWas, all the Ottoman • 
princes and nobles having dispersed themselves 
in various quirtefs. Sultan Mohammed (the 

son of Bajazet)' took refuge at Amasia, and, 
by the strength of its fortifications, was enabled 
t6 tepil the attacks of ^ detachment rf the 
Tartars, which was sent ag&imt him^ 
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Whtti Timour returned to ' Samarcknd, 
ISuItah Mohammed declared hiittself JEmperor 
of the Ottomans, arid for twenty ytots made 
Amasia Vis capital. During this period he 
was constantly engaged in war ^ith his rela- 



I 

ti9y^^, fl[)^ qf whom ha4 ^^en^ po$ge§gipr> 
q^iperUjn. districts^ and asaaoied iad^p^nd^uQ^. 
£[e finaUyr . conquered them all ; and^ haviiiig 
CTQSsed^the Strait of Constantinople^ got pos- 
^session of some of the European provinces, 
and, in feet, regained all the authority and do- 
minion of his father. 

- ,. On the 15th, I chose to stop at the pillage 
of .T^r|5^ha}^ but was pbliged to fe§d the ho;:8es 
atjny.Qwn,eai:peMe;> it be^g pojii^-ary to the 
Turkish r^ulations jto .stop any wjjere, ,hut at 
the -regular .stages. This village was however 
clean, and the people very civil. , •. 

Oa jUie ifith we reached Tokat^Jb^ing a 

journey of eighty-ieight mil^s. This is a vfxy 

ancient and celebrated town of Armenia; it 

^prpdp^cpft th^ l«g€st ^d finest, grape^ . I havp 

j^yer 9eeny:.,a^d: in great ^bundanc^,; but the 

..^$tr)::|QU^ ,is Q^e of the worst qi^ the road: 

.,.M^« wer# h^wsever jjetained at, it for three dsgrs, 

• fgy w|>nt of horses. At Ipngt^ the Governor 



ecHoopelled poe of the public <;arnamjtal sftfjpjkjf 
me with two horses and some^«'myle^f>'4!^ 
threatened the master of the post*house in such 
ar manner^ that he and ' all his dependaiits: ab- 
sconded. ■ ' ■■■■■' ■■:'- '■ 'i-v ': : .-i-iyi-nii 

The country between Amasia atid TdkKt 
is exceedingly mountainous, and the roadsvery 
eir^^uitOQS and difficult. In these moUntaiv^ 
thet^ai^-itiines both cf gold and silver, = whic^ 
are worked on iaccount of Govemment, and 
the metal sent to Constantinople to be coined. 
We «lept the night of the 20th at a village 
eaUed Carkhan.^ : 
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""Oil ihe sistwe readied iSewas. The distance 
bi^lw^n it ahd Tokat is ninety«>6ix miles, and 
)li^ gi^fieyally— performed in one- day; but,' on 
account of the badness of the weather^ and 
the fear of being lost in the snow, I took 
t^ days*' to it/ During these t^iiro days it 
^drwed-^ty hard/ and btew with such vio« 
RJAcfei *htt* twD of the mulcfs, wWch werts • 
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heai^^ bdeny feH <ki«m precipices^ iaendiansere 

Sevras (tbeSebaste of the Romans) is an ancient 
and large city^ and is frequently mentioned in his^ 
tory. It is, however, a very dirty town, and our 
hol'aes sunk up to. their knees in the. streets. At 
this {dace I had the honour of being entertained 
by« thq Pasha : but as even his house was very 
dirtyt and infested -with iieai9i.. how , ^bomir^blp 
must tlie, post -house h^vebeenl .s / -. :,^.. 

The country between Tpk^t and Sewas It 
a continued range of mountains, andslat^tlus 
time was entirely covered with snow, Tokat, 
Sewas^.Dsarbekir^ and Mftrdiiw> an^ al] j?eck- 
cmod ,ia Armenia^ i The. cdti^s < of Karizy En^^n 
roum,iVany and Errvw^ lay at somexdistanc^ oa 
our left /band-. .'.:.• ■ -i } -. ;'-r. '•>'>, 

" i Oa> tfao. 22d we stc^t at Olashy : end gn thfii 
QQd reached. DilkuklaaK digt9»(t if!9inij$«¥M^ 
forfy-etght mil|^^> .Thi^ pl^ioe ^,^mm^ fp^i^ 



fte top of a mountain^ whioh^ be(n& ^^ov^i^d 
with snow^ was exceedingly difficult of ascent* 
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The 24th we halted at Abjekhan^ aiid ' the 
asth at Hussen Chelebi. The distance x>f4iese 
twc^ stages is sixty-lour miles. ^ ;>.i: 



' Hie 26fch ^e only travelled forty^four: 
4nd stopped at Hussen Buddery. The country 
between this and Tokat is^ on aasouj^t of its 
elevated situation^ excessively cold ; but, as wc 
■•^ We tmveUing. soutii-, it f^m^y^ became 
''niwrinfer.''- ' ■ ' -> 
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Hussen Buddery is inhabited by ^Soonies, 
(followers of Abubeker, Omar, and Osman,) 
^^»te -an^stotis fled from Daghistaav-m itonse- 
qiience of the cruelties of Nadir fihah* :They 
iire« stupid and savage race, and so: avarieii^s, 
thatl^i^ wiU-aot put their ^nmsionin to ttic 
iite till the trav)dller has paid twice th^ valu^ : 
and when the dinner is laid out^ they sit 4own 
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wiftftoikl being afiked^ and thrust their hands 
klto^ the didi trithout ceremony. Their wo- 
men^ JD^ring froit^ and other articles^ for sale^ 
and are very abusive if you do not purchaae 
of them. The postt^hottde i^ ^xirroundied by 

« 

beggars, who are-very clkmorous: they, ore 
also aocused of being highway robbers. ,^ 
I was apprehensive of being plundered by these 
people, and afraid of being lost in thie $noW, 
I nmade short jomtieys throc^ this. p«rt of the 
countiy, and genemUy caalmed,*o wriv^*t 
the end of the stage by four o'qtocL . ixL jbhe 
afternooDu AHhoitgh*, by.this methpd, I »yo44pd 
all danger, it subjected me to disagreQ9]i>le 
company, who, out of curiosity, used to come 
and' smoke their pipes where I was, 
. •{ "i . ' . • ■ ■ ■ ■■ ' . 

On ike 2JitK B^tt^ a journey of thiriyHtn^ 
miles, I; >readbed Maktia early iln the .df^r. 

' -When we appioadiad this £ity,''W)e.£)iuid. the 

ftrsukhs marked by stones, which custom: is 

a great comfort tO: tiie weaiy.- tra« 
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;^ Malatia is :& large tdwn,. but- vei^;-dii^, 
owing to; the streets, in this country n<A benig 
fAved;; and^ as the jpoat-house \ms excessively 
filthy, I took up my residence at the hou^ ^of 
aMutusullum (a pretended Mussulman); ■ >This 
old gentleman had a most reirerend^looking 
white beard, a ifbot and a half long, and w^s 
very austere.' During our conversation, his 
children, who were very beautiful, gathered 
found us, and began to laugh at my appearance 
and mode of talking. 'The old man got into 
W passion, beat ^me of them, and drove them 
al!fav»^y. I was much v^xed with him for his 
Conduct, as I preferi'ed tb^ir innocent prattle 
aiid playfulness to his musty conversation. 
During this day it rained very hard ; and I'was 
informed that snow very seldom falls here, 
though it is to be iseen on -the mountains 
between this, and Mardine; but at Mousul 
aVid' Bagdad it is never seen. 



On the 28th we left Malatia, and, after 
travelling twenty -eight miles, arrived on 
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the\]!»nks of the Euphrates* At this^ piace^ the 
m^ rushes tfrom between two mountains, with 
great violence.-and considerable depth. A littte 
further down the stream we came to a feriy, 
where we crossed, and halted at Aiz Ougly. 
This is a Kurd village, and its Chief was one of 
the proudest, stupid fellows I have ever met 
with : and as, at this place, there is not any 
post-house, he entertains all travellers of. rank 
gratis^ but he makes. \ip for this expense by 
the ex^orbitancy of his charg^^s for hors6s^ iNcHh 
withstanding this village is situated on the 
banks of the river, ^ found the greatest diffi.- 
Quliy in getting \yatei:^ and was absolutely 
obliged to set out in the morning withovkt 
washing my face or hands. ■} 

.. We mounted our horses at an early, hour 
on. the 2Qth3 and^ after travelling sixJtee^ 
miles, were again obliged to cross the.riyer. 
We then struck into a very mountainous 
Qffmxtry., The steepness of several, paj^ts of 
the road was such, that our saddles slipped 
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bfidcward and {oirward, and I last a very vabfiKr 
able surtout coat, which was buckled I on the • 
badk of my saddle; in consequence of wbicb, 
I sufifepedi severely, for several days> firom the, 
rain and cold. 

In the evening we arrived at Hispote, di- 
stant from Aiz Ougly forty-eight miles... Here 
we found an excellent post-house, and got a. 
very good dinner* It was my wish to have : 
stopped here for the < night, ^ but my brutal 
Mehmknder insisted upon my proceeding ano- 
ther srtage: we therefore travelled on, till 
fliidi!right, throu^ shocking roads, and were 
obliged to put up at a nuned caravaniserai> ■■ in; 
the midst of the mountains. During, this part 
of the journey we passed by a salt-water lake, 
which is forty^e^ht miles in arcumferenoe^ and 
in many places unfathomaUe. ^ As tte road 
lay along the shores of this lake, and the rodbs 
often proje^ed into it, we were frequently 
forced to ride up to our horses' bellies^ iii the 
water : and if these animils hadnot been much 
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supsrior to tliose with which: we were genevally; 
furnished^ thiej must have sunk under the. 
fatigue. Two loaded mules, belonging to • 
some persons who accompanied us, were lost 
during the darkness and storm. 

The last day of Shaban, after travelling 
thirty-two miles, we arrived at Arganeh. The 
distance between this place and Hizpote is sixty^ 
four mileSi The whole of the road is over 
mountains, difficult of acpess. One of these, 
on account of its hei^t, is otUed the Arched 
Mountain. It contains' several valuable mines 
of copper; and in it is the source of the.river: 
Tigris;^ During the course of this momipg's; 
journey, we were obliged to cross the river^four 
or five times. The water in it was very shal- 
low, but can 'With great rapidity, anck wai of 

4 

a yeUow colour^ being ^tros^y saturated: with; 
mudi This river inc^'eases quickly ia ^«e^>. aa ' 
yoU descextd the stream. At Diarb^kir it 13 q£ 
ooatiderafale breadth. At Moosul . they . fiffei 
utid^r the necessity of having bridges owr it, at^ 



>t 
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all seasons, of the year ; and at Bagdad I have 
seen it^ at tin^es^ as broad as the Ganges. 

Arganeh is situated on the side of a moun- 
tain, which is not cut into terraces, to render 
the^ ascent easy ; but the streets are absolutely 
so steep, that it is with much difficulty a 
stranger can clamber up them. As the post- 
house was, as usual, dirty, I took up my lodgings 
at the house of a pretended Mussulman ; and, 

as the road was considered , very dangerous, in 
consequence of the inhabitants of Diarbekir 
having revolted against the Turkish Govern- 
ment, I halted the ist of Ramzan, in order to 
accompany a caravan, which was to leave Ar- 
ganeh the next day. 

On the 2d, we set out at an early hour, 
and, after travelling fourteen hours, halted at 
a ruined caravanserai, the only shop remaining 
in which was that of a seller of wood ; but, as 
it had rained the whole day, and was excessively 
cold, even that shop afforded a great comfort. 
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as wd wfere. thereby enabled to light lai^ fire^ 
and to dry our etothes and blankets over them. 

On the 3d> although it continued to rain 
veiy hard^ we proceeded on our journey, and 
at noon : reached Diarbekir^ six ty^ eight miles 
distiant from Argar^eh. 

Diarbdcir is the - handsomest and most 
populous city on this road. It is situated on 
the bank of the river, and is surrounded by 
htll»: these, however, are of an easy ascent, 
arid covered with verdure. The topjs of them 
are level, and contain ^me neat villages, sur- 
rounded by gardens and groves. In short, the 
appearance of this place was quite delightful^ 
after the rude and rugged scenery throu^ 
whidt we had lately passed^ ^ 

« 

The city is surrootisded by » wet ditch, 
and a good rampart with stone bastions ; it 
contains several handsome mosques and cara- 
vanaerdis, also the tcwab of the celebrated Khaled 
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Ben VaM^ Gt&eae^asima of tb^ first jK4udif, 
wiko conquer^ * Syria. Nptwitb^t^iiding i| 
rained very hard^ I immediately waited on 
Ahmed EfFendi, the Governpr, whp reo^iyed 
me with much hospitality and kindness, and 
insisted upon my staying, \%ritb..hi|ri \y[9 or 
three days. When I .compl^in^dtigtctoJl flf 
the, villainy of my conductor, b^n^atted i% 
wa» not in his power to punt$h.>iQir -eKftoinge 
l^im^ as he was a pubUe servant x^.lAifciaQS^^mff 
ment, but kindly brdered one of hiDcMivatifficers^ 
to acompany me to Mandine> and jta supqpiy; aH 
my wants. He also made me a present of a 
large surtout coat> lined with for, whicSt ^l" &und 
of the moet essential use to me durij:^ th^i 
rem^der of the journey. hvi 



^^ •". * . • • '■ .■: ^. ^^-H^" 
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:On the 6th I took leave of thfe woitkjf 
man, and^ after travelling fifty*six miles^ h^dted 
at a- cara^iuiseirai in the nkmntain^;- but*ad.ife[ 
had no chi^fui^, «ndiwe wer^ obliged :to li^kt* 
a fire in the middle of the room, I was kept 
awake all night 'by the smoke, v 



e 
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Between Argaheh and thi$ plaice, we severed 
times isiw horsemen, who appeared to be rob* 
bers; but, bs we were a numerous party^ they 
d^ not dare to/attack us. 

• On the morning of the 7 th we found it 
had ' enowed ^ very hard during the night ; and 
as we -vi^ore^ apprehensive that the roads would 
be iQipassable'tf we remained at the caravann 
serai any longer, we mounted our horses during 
a beafvy fall :of snow, and puf^hed QtK to 
Maifdvie, sixteen miles. 

Mardine is situated on the side of a steep 
hill, and is surrounded by a good rampart 
and stone bastions. On the top of the hill 
there is a strong citadel^ built by Soleyman 
Pasha/ Grovemor c^ Bagdad; and, as the 
approach to this city is over mountains and 
ragged roads, it is esteemed one of the strongest 
fiM$resses in this part of the world* 

The language of the common people of 

t3 
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Mardine is » mixture of .Arabie/ind' Kurdish ; 
but the hitler -classes, understand Tujrkiah 
mid^ Persian aLso. On the road from Conptan^ 
tindple to M alatia^ Turkish only ,was under^ 
stood : from the latter to Diarbekir^ n^any of Jii^ 
mhabitants spoke Arabic; and between Diarb^kir 
and Mdrdine I met with sevend: peM)ns ^ho 
could converse in Persian : but between this and 
Bagdad^ all four languages are understoodi 

» • 
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' Soon- aAnr . my arrival ^ Mardine> rl , paid 
my respects to Abdullah Aga, the Gwernor, 
who invited me to take up my residence at 
his house. This officer is one of the most 
intelligent of the Turkish ridblemm; mA 
although welb kn6wn to the Emperor, ^ and an- 
^e'best terms with tfie Viziers, is istill fe^t the 
dfefrtrty of the Viceroy of Bi^ad. He viiflis 
ibfttnerty 'Qdvemor of Bassora, as the dep^y 
of -SoleymMi ' Pasha^ and has Irft there ^ma^j* 
monuments of his* fame. He was beloved by* 
all the inhabitants, both rich and poor, who 
relate m^ny anecdotes of his justice ^d wisdom . 



As^fee Spoken Persian fluently, and was an enfer- 
teining companion^ 1 passed my time very ple9- 
sdfitly with him. He pressed me much to 
nemain with him all the month of Ramzan 
(thd Mohammedan Lent) ; but as I was anxious 
'to pGrsBt mjjCfWtsey^ and the weather was very 
<x>hl at Maidine; I declined his obliging offer. 

L^etlfi^SWfed at Mardine four days ; and as 

the Grovernor Ad not feel himself authorized 

td>stod sway" the' pubKc Mehmander, he 

cfeligiftgly ordered one of his own servants 

to accompany me, to whom he ^ve positive 

orders to comply with all my wishes. And, as 

the road to Mousul, across the Desertj is' ^on- 

kidei^ as replete with ^anger> oh which 

acfcount the Emperor had ordered Abdullah 

Aga^to fiimish me with a proper escort for 

^ ihi*- part of the jotirney, he therefore pro- 

' ' p(»s/edr t(j itie to join a large . caravan which 

•^ Was proceiedirig by that route; and having s^t 

for thc^ chief of the cdravan, he recommended 

mtf t& his p^dtiHar ime. 
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On the 1 2th we quitted Mardine ; and, 
after a journey of forty*eight miles, reached 
Nisibis. During this day's march, I had the 
good fortune to form an acquaiiitance with 
the new Cazy (judge) of Bagdad, who was pro* 
ceeding to his station, with a retinue of several 
led horses, a Tukht man (a litter), fifteen 
troopers, and twenty musketeers, and, of course; 
was considered as a person of great cotisequence. 
He did me the honour to request I would 
be his companion during the time we travelled 
together ; and I found considerable advantages 
in this association* 

Nisibis was, several hundred years ago, 
a very extensive and celebrated city ; and, at 
one period, was the residence of the Roman 
Emperor. It was also, for a time, the capital 
of the Mohammedan empire, but is now 
fallen into decay, and retains no traces of its 
former grandeur, except the tombs of two 
Mussulman Saints. It however possesses a 
good post-house, the landlord of which was 
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very civile and supplied us with excellent horses. 

For this last act of kindness we were parti- 
cularly obliged ^o him, as between Nisibis 

and Mousul^ w^h is 200 miles^ there is not 
any place to change horses ; the whole country 
beingi iufact^ adesert,: and much infested by 
robbeifs. It.^.wa5 therefore necessary that all 
Qiu: troop sjh^ould be able to keep together^ as 
any one falling bdiind would doubtless have 
been plundered and murdered. 
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Thp. Caravan enters the f^d^^^ m^iikf, 

hoarders of the Desert. ^Z^iefip^ftm fofi^ 
Desert. Caravan detained* . sd&omi %|& th^^ 

. .Tribe of Senjof^, a rao^j tfrjjn^WHamm^i 
Journey over the Desert. j^^^t^rjixrimMcMt' 
Mousul — Panegyric on the jirabian horses 
--^Courteously received by ^olta^rn^ Pasha 

--^Visits the tornb of St. George qf England. 
Description of Mouml and its inhabitants. 
Author complpins; against', hk conductor--^ He 
quits Mousul — is hospitably entertained bf 
some Christian Arabs% Description of Kirkoot 
. q^d Karufapa. The Author arrives^Mt Bag- 
dfOd^, (^omptitation of th^ distant fr<^ 
Constantinople to Bagdad* ..t 

>x ■■'' •' ...'.... • - — • -^ 

On the. 13 th we entered the cquntiy Qccupie4 

by the Kurds, and halted at a-.yijlfige l;>r^nt^^ 
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four miles from Nisibis^ in the vicinity of which 
the Chief of the clan resided. He sent his sons 
to visit us^ but obliged the caravan to pay a 
heavy duty^ for permission to pass through his 
territbries^ of which he seemed to consider 
bhnsetf the* swer^igh, and perfectly indepen- 
dent of the -yTurikish Government. I accotn- 
psiiie^ the €itey to the house of a Kurd car- 
pfettter/ >who gave us an excellent dinner, and 
comfcffteble bedSi 

On the 14th, after a march of twenty-four 
miled, we arrived at the village of Abareh, 
the residence of Hyder Aga, the chief of a 
trtbe^ who entertained us in an hospitkble 

manner; 

•,■•■■>•■* " • "... 

JEbe reason of oinr making^ sudi shbrtjburn'feys 
these twdk days, was, first, that the established 
xluties might' be regnkaly collected from i^iich 
person in the caravan ; and, secondly, as 
^#€ife about to enter an uninhabited ' dese 
tfiie th^ dfcrtttfs and camel-drivers fnierhf \ 




tiine profieiiys'to arrange their loods^ and mak^ 
the requisite alterations. . 

;.■•■•, . ■ 

^ The generality of the Kurds I met with 
understood Persian, and, supposing me to be. 
their countryman, behaved with great kindness 
and attention. . . ^ 



' These two days' journey are considered a» 
forming part of the Desert ; but no portion of 
the road from Constantinople is better inha- 
bited^ or more abundantly supplied with water ; 
affd the whole of the two hundred miles, froip. 
Ni^ibis to Mdusul^ which, had been repre*-; 
OtntMM lerribte, is, in my opinion, the plear 
santest part of the whole journey ; for from. 
Constantinople to Nisibis the country is so 
iMoiintednous, that we were constantly asoend* 
&g or descending, and never met with a plaiii; 
of a dozen miles in extent. The Desert, on the 
contrary, is quite level, and resembles Persia, 
CKt* Hrnddostan; and- although water is not 
very pleiififul^ yet we crossed a rivulet every 
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five or six miles. Is must however be reodl-* 
lected, that I passed it at the most favourable sea^* 
son of the year ; and that, as there is nothing 
to shade travellers from the sun, it must be very 
distressing in the hot weather. The most asto- 
nishing circumstance attending this region is»' 
that, notwithstanding it adjoins the countries 
of Syria and Arabia, both of which abound with 
woods, and in many places it produces fine pasr 
ture, yet there is not to be found,^ in the whole of 
the Desert, which is a thousand fersukh in 
circumference, a tree of a, yard high. The in- 
habitants are therefore obliged to dress their 
food, and warm themselves in the winter, either 
with the dung of their cattle, or to bring wood; 
and coals, at a great expense, from other coun- 
tries. On this account they are very sparing 
of their fuel, and suffer as much from cold in 
the winter, as th^y do from the violent heat of. 
the summer. 

The villages in the Desert are so few^ an4 
at such a distance* from each other, that they 



dB4 '- rbE TWAvtets ot 



'/. .1 vx 



do not give • them distinct names: they atife 

therefore all called Belad (towns). 

» ' * , ' . • • • . ■ . . 

We halted two days at Abareh, waitmg for 
Shaikh Shellal, chief of the tribe of Ty, who 
had promiseid the Governor of Marditie to 
es(3ort us safely across the Desert:;' but as' He 
did BOt come, the leaders of the^favart^'wMdl 
cOMiated of two or three thdusjfhd ^n,' ttmdirg 
whom were several hundred' muskfete^F^ and 
horsemen, stgteed with Hyder - Ag^ ^ of the 
above-mentioned tribe, to acbompatiy u^. The 
reason oftheir taking^ this precacitiOh was, 
that; ''at a little distance to the right of btrr 
route, thidre^iis A range of hills Occupied by the 
tribe of Senj^r, commonly called Kurds of 
Yezid, who are said to be infidels j arid sworn 
enemies to the followers of Mohammed. Btit 
they themselves say, that they are descended 
from the Arab tribe of Beni Yezid, or Beni 
Omieh, who, in consequence of a dispute with 
title ti'ibe of Beni Abass,%ere obliged to emi- 
grate from Arabia> and take -'^refuge in these 
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inountains. . In the course of time, having in- 
creased in numbers, they have rendered theibr 
selves formidable to the Turkish Government 
by their, depredations. 



-.' < 



. After the. .most minute inquiry on the 
^got, I . lam induced to believe they are ortho- 
dox^ .Moh^cQedans> and that their conduct 
has xiot. been. so. reprehensible as the people 
of Constantinople represent. The name of 
their^chief was Hussein ; and during the course 
of ^thia«year he had only plundered one cara^ 
van^ which - had neglected to send him his 
tribute, and attempted to pass the Desert 
unknown to him. Some stragglers of this 
tribe have also at times^ entered the adja- 
cent territories, and committed . highway 
robberies. :j = i . .. .. , 



I .-^.^ ; 



The hills of Senjar produce remaiikably 
fine figs and pruins, which they dry, and cat:^ 
to .the markets of Mardine, Mousul, and Bug- 
dacL The pruins are the largest I ihave ever 
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eeetif and I think were superior to any fruit 
I have ever tastecL 

During our passage across the Desert, a 
number of these people visited us, and brought 
with them a quantity of figs, raisins^ pruins^ 
walnuts, &c. which they disposed of for money, 
or exchanged for cloths or other goods. 1))eir 
dress and language were both Arabian. 

' * • - 

On the 15th we travelled fifty-two mi!es> 
and as there are no villages or gtoves on this, 
route, we halted at a hillock^ called TiU al 
Hua. As this place was not £ir distant from 
the Senjar Hills, we were under some alarm j 
but, fortunately. Shaikh Shellal, with one hun-* 
dred select horsemen, with large turbands, well 
armed, and mounted on fleet Arabian mares^ 
joined us at this place. As we were only to 
halt fbr a few hours^ we did not unload the 
camels^ but laid down on the ground without 
ai(iy covering, while • the horses and camels eat 
their com, and rested a little. , 
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^. At one o'olock o£ die motniiig ^f tke \Mx, 
we again mounted, and, after tmvolling'iifityt 
two miles, arrived at Hookteh, the residence 
of Shaikh Shellal, which was nothing inore 
than a caBtle built on a hillock, for the secu-^ 
rity of the women and children, in case of any 
sudden danger. The Kurds alwaj^ live in 
tents; and we here found part of .the tribe of 
Ty, encamped, with about two hundred camels. 
The remainder of the clan, which, we were 
informed, possess fifteen or sixteen thousand 
horses and camels, were dispersed in the Desert^ 
at the distance of one or two days' journey^ 
under the oommand of a brother of our con^ 
dutstory named Shaikh Faris ; but who, with 
the whole tribe of Ty^ acknowledges Shaikh 
Shellal as their chieC This person, in fact, 
assumed all the importance of a sovereign, and, 
with true Arabian iiospitality, kept a constant 
table ibr f]% persoDS. I had the honour of 
cttuMBg with him several times ; but although 
1m t^ble was plentifully supplied, his oookeiy 
was wretched 



/^j'^At B i«r^t«arIy-hour on tlae lyth, we rc^ 
commenced our march^ and, after a short jour^ 
ney of thirty-six miles^ reached Homideh, the 
residence of Shaikh Faricu Tliis (Jaoe is di- 
stant from Abareh.(Uie first stage in the JD^e^ert) 
thi|i:y>-five fersukh; and^ except the encamp- 
ment of the tribe of. Ty, there is im>. other • 
intermediate habitation, 't.'^ 



r ■ 



As our conductor was to be relieved at^ 
this i^ce by his brother, the cara^wi wa9 
again laid under contribution ; and each person ' 
was. obliged to pay his proportion, aecording 
to. the <V!«li]e of his property^ ^ munber of 
hi9^<^a<iieU^ and horses. I took the Of^rtunity 
of the dday occasioned by this . circumstance, 
to 'go ii]|to the viUiige, where I was hosp^ 
t^y ent^taiidedt by an Arab, with, s^ne 
exq^U^Ut bi^ead ^nd butter, and fresh dateai 
ap^y M Ji :h«d^ npt' slept for three nig^its^ 
I also enjoyed a sleep of seveml hours i 
after which, as we were only distant twelve 
miles from Mousul, I ventured to quit the 
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C£iravaii^ and ia two hours safely ^reached 
th^t cityr ^ 



■ • ■'> 



As we ought to be grateful to^etery person 
or thiAg &at has been useful - to us> I must, 
in this plaee, express my admiration of the 
spirit and perseverance of the Arab horses. 
That on which I rode across the Desert was, 
in appearance, little better than a poney ; and, 
on the &ist d^, his groom, having been un- 
well, left me, and returtied to Nisibis : on the 
secofidd^ I lost his bag of com, in conse- 
quence of which he had nothing to eat during^ 
the five days' journey, but the little ^-ass which 
he was^ enabled to pick up while we halted. 
During this time he never had .his s^tddlc 
taken off^ or even his girths loosed : notwith- 
standing which, when I rode into M^u^ul, he 
appeared quite fresh, and wis playing with the^ 
c^ieck of his bridle. In short, there are iMi^ 

horses in the world equal to them. ^ ^ 

*■•■."• • ' • ••' *t 

V Soon after my arrival at JVfousul^ 'Z piH 
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Pasjaa*: |;)e received me in thi^ most ,^urt^l^ 
manner^ and invited xne to remain. with »^|)i|ji^ 
for some ^ys^ Mohammed F^}ia^ j:?'-;^. 
scended from one of the former Sultans^ is 
a man of great dignity, md,,fjne^o(.^J^^ 

respected of the Turkish ^uo^i^^ji ,,!]3JB ;^?fc^ 
associates with aqy of the .^^ippj^ o^jgiga 
but conversed freely with. ms^,,aiid .gy^^fc 
pea?^d wiO^ my, kissing the }iei]^.^ij^5,^df:iji^,^ 
his garment, and some other huQ^i]j[^ti{^ 
ceremonies of his Court. He also regaled 
me with coffee and . a pipe ; and then gav^ ma 
inxharge to his son Mahmud Beg, who is ,ajsj[^, 
his deputy, to carry me home, jir^dJtak^ J^^ 

, lyi^hjpud JBeg is ja very haj[idsome.and,.jdU-^ 
ijf^^qnedi^piu)^ man, and Wjesse^ ,vj|^.,!^i\. 
aijfiialjjjie disposition. He mpiihti^. mp j^y,eig(j 
dayjon one of his finest horses^ j|p4 took m^, 
tp^ se^ all the places worthy of oh^ryation icj^ 
the^ vicinity of Mousul: on these occasipn^ 



i^^\vepe always attended by a party ^f hgrde^ 
meir. By his BsAstSLticey 1 visited the toWib* 
if the Pfbphet Jonas, and of Saint Gteorge, the 
champion and tutelary saint of England. 

Ci, .1..'?.- ■. -.L'L. *.■•:.)■■ . 

•^"^ TVlbUsuFis 'sittrated on the banks of the 
3R]^ferhtwh4t is called iheJezirehy or ^ cburftry 
beiweett tHjg^H\fefs; It is fortified, like Maf^ 
date, %ifii ' k deep ditch, a good rampart, and 
sfonfe^bastions; and has a stone bridge across 
die^rlvfep; '■ ''-'' 

* " lif thiJs dty they have the finest bread and 
liidil'l hiv6 ever eaten. They have also a 
gi^ abahdance of dried fruits • but, Notwith- 
standing these advantages, the climate is un- 
healthy, and the people were as desirous of 

■' ■ ■' - ■ . ^ ■ 

a phy^cltoi as a person in a high fevter Ts for 

*• draught of water. As I possessed a' sMall 

JHeigr^ of knowledge in the science 6f physi8,^ 

aStt^ had the good fortune to cure ohe dr'tWa 

ffetsbni; I had innumerable applications itiiii^' 

tormfe'j'andjas my fkiiie preceded itiej I was' 

V 2 
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anno}^ ftt ovi^y stage daring my jofmt^i^k 
Bagiiady * by having all the sick; oil the villoge 
brought for my adv^ce^ . r . . - n 

In consequence of the attention paid to me 
by the Vicieroy, I wfts visited by ;allf tJte public 
officers^, and by the principal anhabttei^^Qf 
Motesulv These^ in general^ li found tOfij;^ 
wdl-informed, sensible i men^^of aocidbte: di|»r 
positions and lively imaginations^ andjjBl^ 
superior to the Turks of ConstantiDople»-i 'Jfe^ 
short, since leaving Paris I had not met. with 
such witty and clever people ; and if the 
yiziers of ^e Sultan, had but a l^th part of 
any one of th^r abilities, I should be uodetii^ 
apprehension for ^the fate of . thje . Turkish 
Grovernment. ; The principal of these .;Yr€^f. 
iUimed Effendi and hi^ brother, both of 7«?hcupa 

V 

were aecretariefi to the Pasha., Ako 3eUm^ JQ^, 
the late Grovemor of Kurdistan^i a JBQnsible, an4 
eatertaining man, who spoke Persian flu^tjly^ 
and who: had, in his suite some of the be$t 

• . ■ * ' . - • 

officers in.the Turkish service, , Up hadp ^m/^. 



years* ago, rebelled against Aly Fasba^ the 
Viceroy df Bagdad^ and endeavoured to :depose 
him ; but having failed in the attempt, he was 
obliged to fly, and take refuge in Mousul. 
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oilviiAjtithisiplace I also met with Nejif Khan, 
s^ Peraiiati' iQiohleman, and formerly Governor, of 
Bkbd^ who had fled from the tyranny of FuAteh 
Aly Shahy the king of Persia. He was a well- 
looking young man^ dressed well, and had his' 
attendaitfeS' -di'essed and mounted in a very^su-^' 
perior style;' ^ « , ' 

I^ remained at Motisul five days, and during 
this time made a formal complaint to the 
Pasha against my Mehmander, and requested 
to have him exchanged* My reason for again 
resuming this subject was the behaviour of the 
OEffieer belonging to the Governor of Mardine, 
t»ho^ instead of obeying* the: instructions of his 
master^- in attending to* my wishes, leagoed 
■with the Mehmander against me. Upon my 
pejin;e9eiitatian of the .case, the Pasha ordered 



the M^imt^^ ii^^ta^tly to quitiMou^u^r^^^ 
toifirooeod whither he pl0i6ed^^ M^ >9l^^ 
directed Gasim^ bkKhyekdar (conikkiitialaeEr 
vant), lo attend me to Bagd^. ^ ; * i n - 0' 

This comimmicatioD wa^ v^ idt^^ra^bkt 
to the Mehmander, wba^ ; in confeec^uemae^ > left 
Monstil^^ but, instead of returtiingito iGoraekvifi 
tiho{)lev us r Mxished, l^roceeded^ -as IiaiEenvfl|rda 
leai-rled, to^Kirkoot, a town 4fny Vti& ^road" /t6 
Biq^da«l^ where his family resided^'iatidMvhere 
I was informed he meant to rejohi rim as^J 
passed in order to obtain froil!i^me a Baiof 
Nameh (appfo^l fof conduct). la thiB, hem* 
ever, I disappointed him; and laid my plans 
soxwettj^tiia^/I.did ^not see his detested face 
9gMi,tiLl after sny iCHriTal at Bagdad. . ■'■ r i i ! \ 

i^i On tbi oad of Ramjean I left Mousal; Uttd^ 
havit^ -crossed the river Tigris over the bridge 
hailed at Kerakoo^,- distant sixteen liiileSfr.^ vx^ 

Oti^4te.a4th we proceeded^4lo^>Anku6fa; :^b 
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jo«Sii6ybffefty-^htimle»r AbmiCtt^^ . 

dnissed the river Zrf), lipon a raft cbjfnposed of 
reader ' lliifr river is the boundary between the 
Governments of Motisul and Bagdad. During 
^ these two days' journey I was escorted by ten 
ttfdopisrd; bd^nging to Mohammed Pasha ; not 
dai apc0mii^'of> any danger on the road^ but as 
amtobof ^re;|}6cl:y and as a proof of his friendr 
Ai||i;^rii,3Ffa^ 4X)untry we paissed throyglfe both 
ddys^>was iKKhafaiitedby Arab Chrii^tians, lof^ t^ 
trtbt ofbBeniiGhttSsan.; and as die ^t4iousea 
were very mean^ my new conductor, the Kho^ 
jcdK&r, ^ carried me to the houses of the (I!hief3| 
whoientertaiiied me very hospit^folyv \/) ^ .-i>i^.\ 






^^ -On the 25th5 after ^ tr^vdlitog ibrty-^ght 
miles, we reached Altin-knpri; This, i^^ 
large village; and its name, in Turkish, signifies 
f^Many bridges,* there being no less than eight 
toqdges over the riv^ at this place; These^viiii 
genemt^ have' > only one ardh, which, is teiiief 
quently very high, and its passage as difficult 
«8 tteJcA)bal Mishit fermeriy mentiQnecl. 



^^ .v:fr?fflP«iflM>A?v«W iWF>n«>! 






3^r < Jo]i:(i^^y oa the , Q>6th was to; Kirkxadit!^ 
Ofily. thii'ty-six miles. The reason of nty maktxig 
such slpw prpgtesfif was^ that the constant and 
hesLyy rain impeded our travelling over this 
level country, as much as the snow had. &»r« 
merly done in the mountains of Sewas and 

Tokat. • ^ . :. , i .\i'\ :•>; y 

Kirkoot is a large town,; surroanded mik 
a good rampart and stone hastidns^r bu4; siting 
mto ^cay* The houses within the fort/ are 
^U. built of stone or ^rick ; but those in 
the suburbs are ' constructed of mud.« As this 
^Qwn stamis.; ia the middle of an extensive 
plain, it mak^ a good appearance, and is seeij^ 
at a considerable distanqe. 

• « ■ 

On the 5^7 th we travelled thirty-six rnilos*- 
and entered the village of Taoukh an hour 
before sun-s^t. The post4iouse jaX' this pljace 
was a^, very comfortable one, and the people 
civil : but as I was apprehensive, if I stopped a^ 
this . town, that Aly Hajy, my ,Constaptuipix(e> 



Mebnander^ whose house was aVKirkooty and 
ysho must • have heard of my passhig/ would 
fbilow and orertake me^ I changed horses^ and 
proceeded anothef stage of thirty-two miles, 
and slqit at Khermaty. 
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The 28th I rode thirty-six miles, to Kiffery ; 
and having changed horses, proceeded to Karu- 
tapa$ twenty-dght miles fiirther on. This town 
i^rfiituated at the bottom of a range of hiUs, 
from which there is a plain extending all the 
way to Bagdad. This place is memorable foi* 
a complete victory gained by Nadir Shah ovef 
the Turks ; - and even now the field of battlifi 
may be easily traced, by the remains of the 
redoubts, and lines, which were thrown up by 
both armies on that occasion. Kirkoot was 
also the scene of one of his victories.' 



T^e pbst-house at Klirutapa, and all through 
this district, being miserable hovels, Mustapha 
Beg;* the Gollectbr of the province, compels 
the farinas to Iddge and provide for travellers. 



fiiul pockets the diowanee' ^nied-^b^ Obv(sm^ 
iment * for iiiis purpose. As . the ; ^t^^sr d^mi 
not disobey his orders, they.reiuctantly/reoeiiU&^ 
stranger? into their jiouscs," butpye thc»!-l«r)^ 
poor accommodations, and wor«e fitodi td 4«4il^ 
they frequently add abusive language. The 
jnofses^ supplied, by- them- are*- alsd^tiiiis^ble, 
stai;;ieed' brtit^s, and not of • th^ig^utti^ ts^d^ 
bseecLi' -Before I quitted lCarutiBipap:{t ineisi^; 
i3|^ofi ideeing this^ worthy ££lledtoi> >(inayi5khe:^ 
i^ttrse :of 6od light* on him I) atuL abased hinit 
f^r his -fneanness. He was jexcessiveiy atngiy,.' 
diid'jsaid.'i: ought to be ashamed^to complmn'ofi 
thcd badness:^ foody which was given vto me: 
giatis.. .J replied, 5^1 do not compkia bn laayr 
'^ own account, but for the sake of . futurei 
" travellers ; and it is you who ought to be 
^{ aafaamedy/tb. deprive the people of; the jpbst- 
^.tibuses of itheir livelihood, by appropriating 
^^^y^^ntirself the allowance granted by Govern^!: 



«( 



mexA, and obliging the ^farmers,: either id 
^^'riiin themselvesj or to actiJ9i.a n^de and inA 
^ ho^iitflble' ntettptier to strangers.** «"^ * ^^ n » j-jh 
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afh^h^: 2§th I IbfaveUed^ thirty*6i& tn^es^: and 
hftlted at Dilabaas. .As it ntimid the whole of 
thil^day, I putup at the post-house^ which v^s 
a>(msevi^\i!le-}f3^ce; but the people were mil^ 
ai«4.Worthy^:2^ better Governor. , 

vrfThe 30thf t tmvelled forty-eight miles^ a^ 
fii^s0d thoiiii^hl^ :at Dokhelah^ a poor viUagisr 
iadr eoi tlie viist : of Shu^l (2 1 st of ISecembei!); 
enter^fiagdbd* : Thi3 8ti^ i& tee^oned 01% 
thirtyltwovinilefi^ butj ia ^ my opiiucfn/ it is at 
leart; fortyv' Hcwevcr, a$ imy horses w^ece vei^. 
Bad durmg diefie - last four stages^; . and cotild 
scarcely carry me> and as it rained TBoaVo^ ^ktib 
time^. I possibly thou^t the rbad^.bnger/tharjt 
it'Teally is. ■: -■■::" ;/v-- ^' 

■-■. '.::■:■■■ ■ ■ ■,'.■. ....■■■■-• '•■• 

-^ Between Dokhely and Bagdad, tb^ oaun^y 
is(an open plain ; not a housey nor eveas^a ireer 
ta be sej^n ; and the reads very bad« Al^u^ 
Lhadaix horses with ine> two for ridings r?fmd 
four.fiiHr my luggage, they were all .^rqfw^ 
pletely tired^ th^ $ was obHg^ ; to ; wAlki th^ 
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last eight milesj with the wind, aikXHnpai^ed 
by rain, blowing in my fece. All these dt^'. 
cumsfances contributed to render this day's 
journey the most fatiguing and disagreeable I 
had ever experienced. Fortunately, close^td. 
the gate of the suburbs there was a post-4iotee, 
at which I changed my horses, and tb^ti^rch^ 
ceeded to the house of Mr* J— ^*»»^othe' Eifc* 
glish Consul.' , .' • ..iii 



./I . 



'- It is very extraordinary, that, irt the neigh*^- 
bourhood of so large a city as Bagdad^ the road 
for forfy miles should be without the least ac- 
commodation for a traveller* And, I am c(»i- 
vinced, . had I attempted this journey at night, 
and lost my way, I should have sunk in the 
mire, and have perished of cold. A year sel- 
dom passes that some unfortunate travellers do 
not iall a sacrifice to this inhospitable track, 
which neither furnishes shelter to man or beast 
in the winter, nor a drop of water in the 
summer. In short, the journey from Con- 
stantinople to Bagdad is such, that none but 
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a person in good health and vigour should 
attempt it. 

This route; was. formerly well known to 
the Romans, but has been seldom travelled by 
]Si^Qf|e«ns. for some centuries. The distance 
is. estimated '/Bit 47^ fersukh, being 950 coss 
ofJHuuioQstan^ equal to IQOO J^nglish miles. 
There are fifty ppst-houses or stages on the 
road ; and the caravans^ at the most favourable 
sB^Qn of the ,year, do not perform it in less 
than .three ..months^ I wa$ fifty-six days on 
th^ road, fifteen of which I halted^ bfit it; hai^ 
been rode by an active courier- in twelve days ; 
and, had I not met with impediment^, I think 
X could have performed the journey in five or 
six weeks. 
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Descripthm of the city of 'Btigda(i^nfert6r to 

the cities of India. The Author s'ohjeh' in 

taking this rotite. Acctmnt bf'iheMdiisoleam 



* ... 



of Kctzemirie — iV^ peculiar privileges '^ Up-- 

pressvtie conduct of the Turks-^Descrtption of^ 

■ '• ■ ^ 

* the Ttimhs ofMohy Addeen and Abdal CMer. 

■ ' ' ■* ' "i ■ ■ . . 1 

77ie Author sets out for Samerah-^Account of 

■ ' >■ ■ i ■'■■'- J ■ -. 

his journey. Anecdote of the Khalif Modtisim . 

Description of the Mausoleum of Samer^iK 

' Author f'etufni to Bagdad. ' ^ 

ISagbai^ is situdt^d on the banks of th§^ 
Tigrts, and. consists of two towns, one crtr 
each aide the rivier, which afe distiitguished 
by the names of the New and Old Town. TEe^ 
fonner is on the eastern side, and contains^ 
the residence of the Pasha, and of all the priii-^^ 
cipal officers ; theiatter is in the JezireJi (islandy;-^ 
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on the western side of the river, and contains 
very few good houses: and between the two 
there is a good stpne bridge. Both towns 
are fortified, and have each a very deep and 
wide ditch; the bottom of which, during peace, 
is * cultivated, but, in case of any alarm, can 
easily b^ filled with water from the river. This 
city ^s abopt ^ight miles in circumference. The 
fortification^ of . the new town were built jby 
Sultan Oubus^ Reran, * commonly called Sijltan 
Saujy..^ T^^.95^ pC ^^ old town wQre constructed 
by order .of the late Soleyman Pashs, as a 
defence against the Vahabies. 

'.- . '^. -y ••,.,• .i :\^ ►nv-'iv'*-^- ■" 

Bagdad, being situated on the skirt§ of. {the 

Desert, and in an extensive plain, when viewed_ 
fi^^p the exterior, has a very igrand appaaFa&66jl 
btjit in the interior it is a dirty fBthy jbowiy 
ef^g^qially. the old tp>m, which,- during tbet 
t^iat^r, is, fully ^s .bad as Moorshfid^ad,Lo)t^ 
a9j(.£)^her city in Bengal. Althou^ die ^^fin«»l 
cip^I baz^r IS, built of jbrick and mortor^JBodr 
hj|f|jfi,u at<?h^. Xoof, k isi, never thelesa^ ^^ocb«|ic 
fined, dark, and stinking place. 



The house^:. of tine principal pec^le < are 
constructed .with bricks: and mud : ;. but tha 
walls, are nuich stronger ^han thqse^of India.; 
The wood-work and the ornaments of the 
cooms are, however^ much inferior^ and givct 
the whole of the building ^a meaq ia{^pearai)C€J« 
In short, the palace of the Pasha, and the best 
buildings in this city, are .not ; :equ4)| ; to ^ the 
houses of the middling clashes Cff^ pe^^ej in- 
Lucknow ; much less to . be compsuned tp the : 
palaces of the Nabob Assuf ad ppwl^ or- 
of his late Minister, Hussen Reza Khan. ^ 

• • • 

The farpe of the cities of Bagdad, Busspra, 
Nejif, and other places of Persia, with which 
Hindoostan resounds, is. like the sound of a 
drum, which is thought best at a distance :- 
for I declare, that from my quitting Constan- 
tinople, till I arrived at Bussora, I never saw 
a house that a person o£ moderate fortune, 
in Lucknow would have considered respectable, 
or could live comfortably in, except that of 

Aga Jafeir at Kerbela ; and even that was only 

* •>< ■ ^ 

calculated for a small family. •,* 
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- Bagdad' abounds with coffee-houses, and 

jtooms for OTioking tobacco, but they are even 
darker and dittier than thos6 of Constantinople. 
The markets' are well supplied, and the pome- 
grm^tes^' lemorisy and ^loo Bokhara (dried 
pi trnife), afe the b^st I have ever ieaten . 






■ * 'A5 - the principal Object of my taking this 
route "Was to worship at the shrines of the Mar- 
tyrs and Saints of our religion (Shya Moham- 
mfedafis), ' and ' to visit the tombs of some of 
my piotis ancestors, descendants of the Prophet, 
I devoted the greater part of the time I re- 
mahied at Bagdad to' this sacred duty. 

^ . - ' * 

The most celebrated of these shrines is 
, . - • . ► • 

that of the seventh and tenth Imams (pontiffs), 

both of whom were named Kazem ; on which 

account, the mausoleum, as well as the village, 

isr called Kazemihe. It is situated in the 

Jezireh, four miles to the north-west of Bagdad, 

and contains better houses than those of the 

city. It is chiefly inhabited by strang^xs frorh. 
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Persia and India^ and ts surrounded by a > i)[¥Qid 
riampart< As the intercourse between the city 
and the mausoleum is very great, hundreds df 
asses and mules, ready saddled^ are always 
standing on the western side td the brictgk, 
and may be hired for iive half-penceqi land when 
the rider arrives at the gate of Kazeioin^'^hb 

finds a person ready to tabe ciifar^ rco^. |)he 

animaL; ■ ^ ■■.■'. ■. -?.; ..:i j.i ic/d ^'..-imj 

^he dome of this m^usoleitm^ i^. 2^ ^httt 
ofKjerbel^. was^ some yepr^t^ago^ ^^Imjjti and 
covered with g'o/idw tile^j^ at thCy .^^^psQ ,iif 
Mohammed Khan Kej^, kiiig:of 'Por^iii. rTjJI^ 
court-yard, walls, gates, and bazaf^ have-'alsp 
lately been rebuilt and ornamentedy at the 
expense of the late Nabob Assuf $ul Ekrwleb, 
Vizier of Hindoostan. 



•. . '.' 



This, bazar is not very extensive, but in 
cleamiess and beauty it stands ui^equailled^^ 
and the mausoleum, although not equfil to 
that of Kerbela and Nejif, is still very extensive 



wodA ma^ifioent« The cupola, being cpmpose4 
piigoid, may be seen, when thes«n shines on 
it, at the distance of five fersukh; and the inside 
of the mausoleum is lined with painted tiles. 
'Xiiese ttles are very beautiful, and are an inven* 
^tioii peculiar .to this part of the world, and 
JikviR not^^ki been introduced either into Eur 
afipei Jor Jbidia: j; «t . . least I have never met with 
them, but think them superior either to paint- 
ing or gilding. On these tiles are pourtrayed 
>flciw6rdj di^ V other varkms devices ; also pieces 
of beautiful wtitiiig, in the Nastalik, Neskh, 
tod Togray characters ; and, in ^hort, every 
thing that the pencil, of the limner can deli- 
neate. TTiey are also so nicely joi^ied, as 
:to appear one perfect piece, and are never 
afinb^Tted by the weather. 

In the court-yard there is a second dome, 
tinder which are buried two of the children of 
«tlii^ Imams, at whose tombs it is also eustomacy 
t6 ofier up prayers. 

■'■'"■' •'^^■' " . ■■■■•■ X 2 



This mausoleum is under the charge of a Wf 
perintendant, and several servants of different de*) 
* grees in rank; and, notwithstanding it is so near 

Bagdad, Turkish bigotry is excluded from its 
walls, and the pious Shya may pray here acq9r4r. 
ing to his own fashion. The fact is, that ^.t ttu?, 
shrine, and in the vicinity of ,S^merfih,^il^j^ifj,, 
and Kerbela, there are so many Sl^yas.^t^^^t^ 
that the Turks, .who are Soonieg, and ^v^ji 
where else abuse and spit on the Shyas^.4are, 
not, at these places, make use of any abu^ivj^ 
language. m .■? 



« ■ I 



The reason assigned for this toleration fiiS;,; 
the vicinity of the Persian Monarch, who might 
take revenge for. any insult offered to personsi 
of his own faith. But the real fact is, that the 
number of pilgrims, who visit these sacred 
places, bring a great quantity of . money into 
the country, and yield a considerable revenue to 
the State : the Princes of Hindoostan, and the 
Kings of Persia, also, often send valuable prer 
sents to these shrine^: so that it is . tq 
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Torkish avarice we are indebted for "the ' free- 
ddm here enjoyed. 



I , 



The Turk's, so far from paying any respect 
td'these'Ht)ly places, frequently pillage and 
6f)'^tess ■ th(fe poor pilgrims, and throw every 
ob^t'dcle Iti tK^r way. For instance, some 
years 'Agtt' there was a ferry over a very narrow 
part lof the Tigris, opposite to a considerable 
village; 'the inhabitants of which thought 
proper to cotnplain to the Pasha of Bagdad 
that they suffered much inconvenience frpiri 
the great concourse of pilgrims who came that 
roadj^ and re^quested the boats might be sta- 
tioned at some other place. The Plashar- blinded 
by bigotry, listened to this unreasonable cortrr- 
pliint, and stationed the ferry -bbats at the 
very broadest part of the river, and at a place 
where there was not any accommodation within 
e%ht' miles for the poor travellers; in con- 
S^tjiiettce of which, the boats can only make ot\6 
pHsSage in a day, and the pilgrims are obligea 
td wstit on the sands for many hours, and some^ 



times diy8, before they cam cross the nveri 

Pious Shyas have, at various times, built ctfi 
ravanserais on this road, for the accommodation 
of the pilgrims; but the Turks, by their opjlres- 
sions, have driven away all the shopkeepeiis 
and tradesmen who used to attend them,- so 
that the buildings are of very little use* 

I know not whether it is owing to the 
oppression of the Turks, or to'liie <neiglect 
of the superintendant, biit oone of these 
phrities are properly lighted at night. Those 
of Kazemine, Neji^ and Kerbela, have a few 
glimmering lamps ; but at Samerah the doox?s 
lire locked at sun-set, by which the devotees 
are |>revented from going to the mosque, to say 
their prayers at the stated hours. On behodding 
.this state of things, I could not help sheddini^ 
4ears; and was mortified to think that the 
tomb of one of our spiritual guides is not 
supported with half the splendour that is 
constantly exhibited at the mausoleums of 
the pstudo Saints of Hindoostaa^ Musaoud 
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Giaay ©f Gorruckjpore, and Shah Mudar of 

In the vicinity of Kazemine is situated 
th&ton^^f M6hy Addeen Araby, commonly 
oedled the -Imam Aazem (Superior PoatifF), 
the domeof wtddh is covered with painted tiles, 
but it has scarcely any gilding ^bout it. 

The tomb of Abd al Cader Jilany, one of 
tfee-rtiostcelebratedSoofies (mystics), is sitpated 
in- the middle, of Bagdad; and has several ridl 
estates appertaining to it, the income from 
which enables the i^uperintendant to live in 
a handsome style, and to support a number of 
dependants. There were not less than one or 
two thousand pilgrims and students, principally 
£rom India, residing within the inclosure, while 
I was there, who daily received an allQwance cif 
food .from the funds of the shrine. The snpeu- 
intendant, who is dignified by the title^ , jof 
Shidjdb' al Mushaijdi {Chief Prelate), bavipg 
.b@9^,of; mywTivftlj .invited me to taj^e co^ 



Vfith hifni> I accofditigly waited o»^ him ; btrfj 
aS' : I found him a great hear^ I made my vi^t 
verj' short. 

In the middle of the city is also situated' the? * 
tomb of Shaikh Shahab Adde€fft"Shefe^i*v^tidyj 
It is' btiilt in the center of iMeK^htfd^^^ai^defi, 
and has a mosque and several bthef bvtifdiii^ 
dependent on it . : : s > * ■ 

s 

• Oii the ontside of the eity \v^lfe ^here 'are 
96t^feral handsome tombs of celebrated pers<3n- 
aj|>iis :' the chief of these are, the tdmbs ot- 
Shaikh AhyKtizat, and 6f Zybindeh^ thequeei^ 
oFthe Rhalif Haroiin al Rashid. ; j/ 

V 

* Having madiei the tour of all the sacred plafces'; 
in'th'e (iity or its precincts, I resolved to hi^kl* 
a'pftgririiage to the superior shrines of SdmerafiV 
I^i^rtiela, and Nejif. In consequence of this' 
determination, I hired horses, and on the* l5th 
of Shual (January 4th, 1803) we crossed the 
1^igi4s,ahd, retracing a cmisidefaW^krt of rtiy 
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thrae last days? journey from Godistantinoi^/ 
reachned Sa^e^ah on the fourth day, before iuur 
set. If 1 had made inquiries on this^ subject 
when I arrived at Karutapa, I might have saved 
myself much fatigue, as Samerah is only- distant- 
from. .tha,t town twenty-four miles, and might 
casUyt have, bee^ taljLen in my route to Bagdad* 
Bqt, a& it was 4ecreed I should have the merit 
of making a toilsome journey, purposely to 
worship at this holy place, I passed within 
a short distance of it without knowing the 
circumstance, and, in consequenee>, ^uflere^ 
much fatigue of body and distress of mind on- 
this occasion ; for from the mpmeot J \e(t> 
Bagdad, till I returned, it never €5ease4 raining ;^ 
and the conductor sent with me by the Pasha 
of Bagdad, being a bigoted Spony, oppressed 
and harassed the Shyas wherever )ve .pa^s^d^ 
tb^ people of the villages, therefore, fled wh^n-^ 
evj^r we appi:oached^ and cursed me for cpipipfi 
i>6ar tliem. . , , _ , : ,? 
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Xl^e fir^t nj^^t we slept under ja hut, belonj^ig; 
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to an Arab Chief, of the tribe of Tummeer^i^ 
io the. vicinity of a hillock denominated tho 
Mound of Nimrod, whence, it is said^ that 
monarch made the mad attempt to climb the 
heavens. 

, The second night we reached .the . tpwa /pf 
Dilujil, on the borders of the sacred, t^erritofy^ 
and took our abode with a Mutusellum (a pre- 
tended Mussulman, i. e. a Sopny)> ..^ . i ^ 

On the third day^ during the journey, I 
paid my respects at the tombs of Abrahim 
Malik Ashter (a celebrated Cxeneral of Aly the 
SQfi-i^-law of Mohaipmed)^ and of Mohammed 
the son of Imam Aly al Hady, who is so much 
reverenced in this neighbourhood, that the 
people swear by him. It was therefore late 
before . we reached the Tigris, which, at this 
ly^ason of the year, is always full, and runs 
with great rapidity. As it was requisite we 
should cross the river, we embarked in an old 
qija^yi boat, the crew of which appeared quite 
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ignomxkt of their profession: but as it' rained^ 
^hd blew very hard against us^ all our attempt!^ 
to cross were fruitless ; and after toiling foti 
^ hoiir^ wfe returned to the shore. We we^ 
then obliged to return twelve miles, to the 
village of Balbud, and with much difficulty 
pttxiufed uncc^mfortable beds, at the house of 
a (Sfeaifch>*of the tribe of Beni Saad; 

On the following day we returned to the 
bank of the river, and with much toil and 
oondiderd:b!e dsinger effected our passage. Wfe 
arrived on the opposite shorfe a little before lh€j 
setting of the sun, and paissed the niglrt in the 
tent of a wandering Arab Chieff. TMi Shaikh 
was a great flatterer and hypocrite j but bein^ 
indisposed, with a violent ocdd'acnd rheum> h6 

was anxious to benefit by my medical -skilly ;aiiid 
therefore pressed me to remain some tkad 
with him. As I declined his invitation/ 'h* 
contrived to have my mule, and the conductl^ 
horse, stolen during the night, dnd |)reteHd^ 
they had' ran away. By this scheme, he hdpgd 
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tfdt only to detain me, but tobbtaitt a' reWam 
for the recovery of the animats. I * was not 
a little vexed at this treatment ; and told him 
that his complaint was in the socket of Ws eye, 
i^t^ich could not be cured without a deep irici- 
^on ; and that, as I had not any instruMefit'^ 
with me, I could render hini no assistance!' ^'He 
was at length convinced by my reasohirJ^^,'"'aft(i^ 

-r 

about the middle of the day produced thd'li(5rse 
aifid itiule, which we immediately mounted, and 
proceeded on our journey. Befbfe ^i^e' licid 
tfavelled mjtny miles; we came to ^t^aheriVati, 
al village celebrated for the Victory gained' by 
the KhstKf Aly over his enemies the Khdregife^V 
After passing this place, we travelled' for sohiei 
time through broken grounds and ravines, till 
about thre<3 o'clock in the evening, when we 
reached a ruined caravanserai, situated on a 
hill'called the Serai of Mirza Kujy . This is iHie 
second station where the pilgrims perform t\\6 
jifesferibed ceremonies. When at the distance 
of four fersukh from Samerah, our eyes were 
illumined by the sight of the holy shrines' of 



tjie teiith and eleventh Imams, . pn whom bft 
tjie peace of God ! ^ ^ -.-Cf 

A litile to the right of Samerah is a cx)nsir 
dera^ble hillock, which the people of that district 
call the Tul al Muhhaly. In Arabic, Tul signi- 
fi(^si a moiind, and Muhhaly a ^mall bag for hold^ 
ipg fouir, pr five pounds of corn, such as are. used 
in London, to feed the hackney-coach horses, 
T^herq 13 a tradition, that Moatisim, . one of 
tjrie fAhbasy Kh^lifs, wishing to make a display qf. 
his .power before Hussen A$kerry (the eleventji 
Irnam)> ordered his army to be reyiewed ivk 
this plain ; and after, the review i^^asi overi tpr 
commemorate this event, he directeci ei^h. ^f 
the troopers to fill his bag with earth>.'3i>d,,)tpj 
empty it on this spot. Such was the. number, 
of his army, that by this means a hillock .>vas, 
shortly raised. After seeing . this, the Ima|i)| 
said to the Khalif, " If you will give me ii^Y^^ 
I will now show you my army." He, .th^., 
pointed to a particular quarter, whcr^. ,thp. 
Khalif beheld in the air an immense. hQSt, Clf, 



taakn (and horses^ advancmg agaiiurt; hiia; the 
fcrmer 3II clothed in armour^ and the latter 
terrific ^looking creatures. The Khalif was 
frightened at this vision, and requested ibrgiv^^ 
ness.' The Imam gradously.pardotled -bia^ 
and assured him of his forgiveness*. . :H^\^ 
from thi$ event that Hussen go.t-4ibbl t^tle taf 
jhkeny (the Loader of Annies)iiv^ v;od ;: h.> 

-V , In the evening we antexed&amjsr^ ^rntti^ 
times called Sermenrai (Rejoicing thel^hdkl^ 
distant from Bagdad ninety^six- miles- '' It fe 
said, that, during the prosperity of the Khalifs,^ 
fthes6* two cities were so nearly joined^ogi^her^ 
that a'^odi^GOukl % feom house to. housey>the 
wholes distance ; and even now there are vBSt» 
tiges of buildings all the way, jk- 

wo ii«f tlus dty is. situated the mausoleum of 
jldd^:id Hady (the tenth Imam)^buik by-Abmed 
Kihtan tDunbely.. This building, is hi^er and 
mace;8Qlid than any of the do^es ofKerbeh^ 
Me^if^^ > or Kajsemine, but is not gilt^ nor^ ;of 
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SO liaBdaome a construction as the imausolsa 
of those places. Within the building thene is 
a.large ivooden chest, or coffin, which covers 
the tombs of four saints; viz. Aly Hady* 
Huasai Askerry ; Naijiss Khatun, the mother 
of Mehedy, the twelfth Imam ; and a daughter 
of Aiy Hadyv XtiQ < tenth Imam. At the distance 
of a bow-shot fixnn the mausoleum, is the 
cave whence Imam Mehedy disappeared, whose 
return i^ stiU. looked for by all pious. Shyas. 
JJfeolteiratipn b^ been made in the cave, but 
a dome has been erected over it. r 

, The day after my arrival, Syed Kheleel, the 
superintendant of the mausolea, called on me ; 
and, although by religion a Soony, he paid 
me great attention. 

The following day, being much annoyed by^ 
the crowd of beggars, and the tyranny exercised 
by my conductor over the Shyas, I resolved to 
shortanL . my visit ; and, as soon. as I had- per-* 
formed ail the required ceremonies, set out. to 



a^o 
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return to Bagdad. Before we had travelled 
many miles, it recommenced raining^ and never 
ceased till we arrived in that city. This jour- 
ney, going and returning, is general!)^ per- 
formed in six da)?s;\but, owiftg to the badness 
of the roads, and the inclemency of the wea- 
•tfaoor, 1 was twelve days, in jeffectiiigiti*^"4'v 
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of.thig^ahd the snbse^uaM: Cli^dry-ar 

^e following books ; 

Ockley's History of the Saracens. 
" Universal History. 
:; *A Gibb6n'i'mdiiiei*id PMlc#A^ 

Bibhotheque Orientale. i..'^ 1 > 

See the titles, Mohammed, Ali, Hussein, kc, 
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CHAP; XXXiri. 

The Author ^rout on a pilgrimage to Kerbeld 
and Nejif' — Hospitably entertained at the house 
of a Syed, and by the Governor of Kerhela-^ 
meets with his Aunt. Description of the, Ma^w- 

' ^f>hu^Vh f^ i^.th/^ i(mn of Kerbela — Account 
of it^ capture by the Fiahabies — Plundered 
a second time by the Arabs. History of the 
Vcthabies-^Letter of their Chief to the King 
6f Persia, 



After resting myself for a week at Bagdad, 
I again set oift on a pilgrimage for the shrines 
of Kerbela and Nejif. On this occasion I did 
XXQ% acquaint the Pasha, lest I should be again 
annoyed by a Soony conductor. I therefore 
privately hired some horses and mules from a 
carrier^ a^nd bargained that he should accompany 

VOt. H. Y 



me. By this tofttrivance, I per&mned , t3n& 
journey with great satis&ction to myself; and 
the people on the route, not being alarmed 
by the presence of a Turk, paid me dte 
utmost attention. - i j l^ .; 

In the course of my first day's joiifneyy I J>a<l 
tihte good fertune to fall into compkHyiiridt 
Mtilla Gsman, the Judg^ of Iterbela, who ^m^ 
tttixrtiing home J and who/ ilthooghi'Ta'SeKkiy^ 
trjat^ a'niaft' of liberal fnind, and 'unbiassed^b^ 
pVejiidices* "^ He e«pfressed great happiness * at 
meeting' me, and requested I -would^ be his 
^ttei^ difriirg the joumeyi ^ ' '^ v : ^ 

On the road from Bagdad to Ngif, there 
are, at every eight miles, good carav'anserais, 
built of brick and mortar, in the form of forts, 
which are called Kham, but few of 'them «fe 
inhabited. • 

^^ ■ On the 'first day we travelled forty miles, 
anfd pfld^ the night at the kbali of Mirza 
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Kttyy r and -on the rsecond- day, abcwft three 
ia'dock^ we arrived at Kerbelac I put-up at the 
house'of Syed Khemzeh, whose iiephew,Sydd 
^med; >m well known to me while I resided 
at Moorshedatad in Bengal, and whom I hop^ 
to have embraced again at Kerbela ; but this 
worihjf ' •manr ' had, unfortunatdy,- died ;a) : few 
fluwitbsi/bpfofre my anrivalr his rehitiQnsr>vere, 
iiowcYier, , /Very hospitable and attentive ; fiS^ 
^aostftedjiir^iJ^^ the <i^rempftieft ^ 

>^a>ep%nu»agei.; Th^ Governor^ Arteen^Ag^, 
jira*<.al»cr; very cinl, and invited ; me/ twk^j jt9 
dine *^ith.him. He also procured mtihorse^s 
and mules to continue my jovirneiy t0 Nejii^ 
the hire of which he wished to pay ; but, as 
ihift: doing .&> .would havedeprivied MP Pf the 
jaatrit of the pilgrimage, I- requested h^ 
wouldt excuse my accepting thi^ : proof; .^of;Jhi|S 
^fisendship. y-,, r: .1 v 

-. ^ ^ i .■ u *».: * ■ 

I had the happiness of meeting at this place 
jnihb.myaunt,; Kubelai Khatiiii> wh<!)r» M.^^n- 
i8eni6icfe oft the misfortunes of opr J^jHs swd 

• * ^ 

Y 2 
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my quitting home, had retired frojn the 
world, and come to end her days in the 
sacred territory. As this meeting, was vmr 
expected, it afforded us much mutual grati- 
fication. 



The mausoleum of Kerbela, and the cpurt- 
yard, were repaired, ^lot.ijjany years ^go, atttlj^ 
expense of Mohanjmed Khan Kejar,^king;/af 
Persia. The dome is entirely covered witl^ p\^t^f 
of gold, apd the inside highly gilt and orpapen^ 
ted ; the most celebrated goldsmiths;, .painter;*, 
and engravers, having bieen sent from PersijpL 
for that, purpose. The tomb of the Prince of 
Martyrs (Hussein, son of Aly, and grandson of 
Mohammed) Js in the center of the. building, 
and is covered witli a steel case, inlaid with gold, 
highly ornamented; and in the court-yard are 
the tombs of the seventy-two martyrs who fell 

* 

with their prince. 

At the distance of a quarter of a mile from 
tlie mausoleum, is a cave, which has been 
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excavated under the spot where the martyrs 
vvere murdered. It is from this cave that the 
Holy earth of Kerbela is brought away, and 
carried to all parts of the world, as a sacred 

• ■ * 

relic. 



" Near * "this * place is the spot on which the 
t^nt of the ' Imam Zien al Abadeen (son of 
Hussein) was pitched on the day of the battle ; 
V\^er' ivhifch a handsome cenotaph" lias been 
"Erected, at the expense of the wife or the' late 

■* 

Nabob A^suf ad Ddwleh of Luckricyw ; arid in 
the* Vicinity the lady had also commenced 
building a caravanserai, but was " obliged to 
relinquish the undertaking in consequence of 
the Nabob's death. 



A ^^, . 



At the distance of eight miles from Kerbela 

.••... . . ' - ■•' 

is a magnificent tomb of one of the martyrs, 

which is generally visited by pilgrims ; but, 

in consequence of the depredations of the 

Vahabies, it is now neglected, and I durst not 

approach it^ 
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The town of Kerbela is surroutided by^ft' 
mild wall, and 'was formerly the ref^idehoe of • 
a number of wealthy merchants ; b^t since it 
was plundered by the Vahabies, it is falling 
into decay, and has been forsaken by many of 
its opulent inhabitants. This event occurred 
only elfeven months -previous to my arriivaly «ndr- 
was effected in the following manlier^ ' ;.nrv:./i 

^ On the 18th of the month Zilhige »<Ma*ob> 
18012), the greater part of the respQjtafele in* 
habitants of Kerbela having gone to pay* their 
devotions at the shrine of Nejif, 25,00©' 
Vahabies, mounted on Arab horses and swift 
camels, made a sudden incursion from the 
Desert, and, being in league with some persons 
iri^d^'- the town, shortly made themselvesi 
iHastera of the place. After having massacred 
stiid plundered the inhabitants for many hours>: 
they attempted, to break off the gold platies 
from the mausoleum, but the metal was so 
strongly riveted^ that they could not effect their 
purpose. They however very . much injure^ 



the tombs ^id other parts of the. building ; find^ 
without ^uy. apparent cause of alarm^ retreated 
at suibfSetv :.j . s. • -. V 



;.■.' t t 1 tX . ■ . , .•^ ■ ^ .1 



.!::»-!rhe:* Gov^^r^i Omar Aga, being a^ bi- 
goted r.Soony,/Avap suspected of carrying- on 
a>fQQrjFe9pQ!Qd^ce with the Vahabies^ and of 
having beeftji bribed by them- So much i» 
certain^ that,, on the. first alarm, he fled to 
aineighbowiilg village, and did. not aiake the 
smalleA c^)f)0$itian; - He was, in consequfince^ 
tried ; by Soleyman Pasha, and, condemned tp 
d«ath« 



t • .-». /■. J' 
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t; During the short time tlia Vah^^biei^ re* 
miained, in the 4own, they murdered i&pQOf 
persons,, and wounded twice that number. 
'iOiey/also plundered all the inhabitants^ of 
their goldj silver, and every thii^ that; was 

t 'As.'- this e^ent had eo receniiy. oceqcred^ 
t3ie pttopteiioouM' ^ talk - ^f nothing else ; and 
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il^i«j^risWW^oji^pfo^^ cruelties, pra^iis^k^ 
these wretches i^ade my hair ^^U]|4,qDt=ea4l 
It however appeared, that the murdered persons 
ai^ted in a. very unmanly inanner> aa4 did. not 
attempt tp defend.theipsdY!^ vhui sub 
tQ be , slaughtered, like .she^p. .byi]ybLeiha^id»*f>€ 

HB -.(Wheyaibe Vahabiea had.i»tiredv«th^ 
oliJthfjintigiibourhood, tak^:^aategQiPf,i^ 
ggflefftl tdesppodeiicy, euter^.vthes^fcoviw^ii.aml^ 
c^«kd>fiffjlhe copper :apd.othl?rJieav^ l^rticieft,^ 
M^!UiQh»: tlie Vahabies: had not thou^t wotti»; 
tte/iClMOT^. ;: TJbfc^ also murdered; many. ..of 
thfilitinkntai^U^: ai»d : ret^»e4/ ^si^pdoiQi o£ 
tfe^i^iace fipirjtwct nigbts an^A 4»y. ic. : : ;u 

. i . „ 

9^^Dtirittig«*ny'r6i^^ce at Kerbela,* eikka^ 
vdi»^i^td'^cdilect as^mudh infonnatioh resptict^^ 
irt^ €he 4aw» tod religion of this new seoty^als 
I -^eBuia- prodiire : buty as the mhabitaiits ^^ 
l&^A^\^^^hi^9X}^ivA^^ ^^d do/ 

liM^' trouble tb^ttiselves .^with /w^t>idoea.iMA?/ 



kiMk&iiately conteem- theiny my ibfk»#lei^^ 

this sabjeet {stttill very- Kmlted. - * *^ -'— "^ 

• , . '. • , . , ■ . * 

' -neamed, that the founder of this sect was 
iiitr^^1/fbd &i Fefidb (The servant of the Be- 
ito^r of all Benefits). He was born iif the 
neighbourhood of Hilla, on the battka of tfie 
Euphrates^ but brought up, as kn adopted son^ 
by ;a person of some consequande^ nam^ Ibra^ 
hffn, in i.i^^ distckt of Nt^id* Doling 'hi^ 
ydttth. he wasr^i^n^dered as superior lo iSl hil|< 
cotiteihpairfiaiefi, for bis ready^ iiuit,- peiletnatioiiy 
and retentive memory; : He was: also'df a vst^ 
liben^l disposition; and whenever li^'redeived- 
any mon^ from has patncm, he <!Ugtriil)iited :^t - 
immediately amcmgst liis inferiors; --iAjftW'' 
havmg acquired the common principles of edu- 
cat^5 and a littiie kuQw^ddg^of rj^,.^ffV] he 
triy^tted to Ispahan^ late die. capitfili>fB^iWfl>v 
\i4ie0ebe .9^adi$4/ for some tiine^ w^dsf:, th^^(^^- 
cbleb!»ted JBWS|eir%3of that ciityt :£h^^^m'M^'1 
veiled ;tD Kii£arai^a2i>;ao(ilth€«3«;e} tQTAjibi;a^i>&? 
M^ioia&v heijzprocoeded tor ; Imcia M^ij^9^tpffn 



sdjourning* then some iimeyhe returned vhoitie; 
About the year of the Hejira IJ:7.1 (A^E). 
1757-8), he began to publish his new doctrines. 
At fksty the fundamental principled ofhis lieK- 
gion wer^ the same as. those of ^the^ celebrated 
Imam Abu Hanifa, but in his. exposition of;ithe 
text he differed considerably. ; lAfhij^jek ^hort 
time, he drew has. neck, from : the coUacicM&fittb^ 
serviency, and promulgated doctrines entirely 
new. , He accused the^ whole iMfriiammedan 
chiardk of bdng assodators (giving. ptrtnete to 
6od)> infklds/:aaid'idolatei2s;t He even^ acciiiaed 
fhem ' of ' being wors^ thaw idolateir*: c ■ '^^ Pop 
^^,"thefe,* said he>-- in » the time of any calamityv 
^forsake their idols, and address tiieir pcayers; 
^ directly to God; but the Mussulmans, in 
^^ their greatest distress, never go beyond 
^^. (Mohammed, or Aly, or some of thesmnts. 
* V'S^e ' c6mmpn people, who worship at the 

*^^tomte of the Prophet and hi&' descendants^ 
^^^aind who solicit these persons to be: theur 
^Vihediatop» with God, are^ in factv guilty \ of 
" idolatry daily : for * no nation^ . was ewr «y 
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AtapidzB to address an image as their -God^ 
'tiut merely ^ tbq' representation of oiie«itf. 
his attributes, or .of one of their duterceseoRJ 
with the Deity. Thus the. Jews ahd Chrisf 
tians^ who have pictures and images of Moses^ 
^^rand of Jesu^ Christ, aever associate them 
^^'wiih iGodv^but dccasionally address their 
" t^j^s to 4ii««ii, as mediators." ^ 

■rBpithefieivargumentsrhey by xiegrees, cg4«. 
leot:aKi;af AU7ibec<<>f followers, and proo^eded 
tOi pluiyler and ? destroy the tombs and ^shrihaf^ 
of tte Prophet, and of all the saints, i By thesd - 
n;ieans he acquired mqeh wealth and &mev 
and, previous to his death, was possessed/of^ 
great power and authority. .; •- • 

He was succeeded by his son Mohamnrii^d, 
who, being .blind, .remains always at honle,' 
apd has assumed the title of Jmam>f and 
Supneipe Ppntiff of their religion. He empl(M|cs,' 
ak. hil$. deputy, a : person named Abd al Aote,'^ 
who wjBi aixv adopted brother of his fytiAet^B^ 
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&d tvhbiSwffli immehse stature, '\\^th a iiiost 
powerful voice. This man is eighty years 
of age/l)tit retains alt the vigour of ybuth, and 
predicts that he shall not die till the Va3iiiby 
religion is perfectly established aH over Araoia. 
This person waits on Mohammed twifce evei-y 
week, and consults with him on all points of 
religion^ and receives his orders ' fbP d^tkcifting 
armies to different quarters. Thieir po^^ef 
arid mflnence is so ^ much incredsedj thkt "all 
Arabia may be said to be in sabje(;tion to' tneni'; 
and their followers have such rfeviSi'enC^ f6r 
dieni, that, .when going into battle, they solicit 
passports to the porters at the gates of Para- 
dise, which they suspend round their necks, 
and then advance against the enemy with tlie 
greatest confidence. 

...... * . . . ' * . ..'....: i ^. \ 

/ Although the Vahabies have collected imn 

ttiense wealth, they still retain the greatest sim* 

• • ■ * 

plicity of manners, and moderation in their 

desires. They sit down on the ground without 

cfetemony, content themselves with a few dates 



^r ,^h^ir fgpd, ^{md.a cofu:sp laf;g& -cUw^-^i^^ 
thprn fpx . clotjiing and , bed fop:, ^tjyp m. ,%6!ft 
years. , Their horses! are pf the genuii^ J(Ieji4 
bri^e^j , of ; w^U known pedigrees ; , none of 

9 

whjch^will tljiey: permit^ to be taken oi|t of 
the country.,; .* , . . 

•}n§^9SIlt %^ c^jif^ of Muscat, Mecc^, ^^^i^^^ 
^yjp^l thi^y^bies are in poasesgipri.pf all Ara]?ia^^ 
^pr ^ ^^njf .. jjC^JS, they . refr^ned frpjna ; a^tafij;^^ 
jng^t^e.ii^^ly.^i^j^^^ on acccwnt^pf/t^e^^- 

r^p^t Cqj: the bpuse of God^i ?fn4, :^.cpnd]yf^ 
from their att4chment to the Shereef of Mecca, 
who^^rofessed to be of their religion : thirdly^ 
they deriyed much emolument from the pilr 
grims who passed! through their, dominions, 
But lately, at the instigation of the Turks, 
Abd al Aziz sent a large army, under the com- 
mand of his son Saoud, into the sacred terri- 
tory ;^ who, after burning and laying waste the 
coujjtry, entered Mecca, and broke down pany: 
of the tombs and shrines ; after which he pror 
cee4ed to Jedda, and laid siege to jt;^ The 
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Sh^reef immecKatiel^ took refagti- on board a 
ship anohoral in the Red Sea; and t^e :peo|& 
lif the town having agreed to pajr alarge^dmn 
<rf money, the Vahabies proceected t6* Omim. 
Soon after their arrival in that provihde, -they 
were jofned by a brother of thsSfcrftanr^trf 

Muscat, who embraced the Vahaby jeligioi;!,^ 
and assumed the title of Imam al Mossnlmeen 
(Pontiff of the Mussulmans), andt soonk oom^ 
pelled all the inhabitants of the open eoutiHay 
tb follow his example, and eniljrace iJie new 
fiuth. Theyhave> in conseiquen^e, thrown off 
their allegiance to the Sultan, whose at:tthority 
is now limited to the city of Muscat and its 
fenvirons* ^ - ^ 

The people of Bussora and of Hilla are ii% 
stich apprehensions of a visit from the Vaha!» 
feifes,^that they caimbt pass a night in comfort-; 
jtttd the inhabitants of Nejif and Kerbefa,-hav»- 
liag sefit all their valuable property to^.lEaize- 
ihine fot^ security, trahqiiilly smoke their ^pi^esf, 
liH^the tlky breaks; and thejr aretissdred of S£lfe<^. 



; * As the depredations of th^ Vahabies. .h^ve 
frequently been carried to within. a few opoljes 
of Bu6Sora, it is very probable they will shortly 
render themselves masters of that city. They 
have lately conquered the tribe of Outub, who 
. we cekbrated for their skill in the art of ship- 
building and of navigation^ and have already 
^commenoedt to form a maritime force. When- 
ever they have effected this * pointy they will 
jBooa be masters of Bussora; after which tl^ey 
will eadily capture Bagdad : , and I have no 
doubt> but that in a few years they will be at 
the gates of Constantinople. 

The ^crilegious plunder of the holy cities 
of Mecca and Kerbela^ by the Vahabies, ought 
to have' roused the Jvengeanoe of the Turkish 
Emperor and of the King of Pfersia, atid 
to have induced them to imite their ' forces for 
. .^e- extirpation of this wicked tribe, whose in- 
foleiice is now arrived at that pitch, thait,'pio)f 
content with the sovereignty of Arabia, they 
^MiVe bttd the audacity to write to both those 



336 TH£ TRiW£L9. OF 



monarchs, invitir^ them to embrace their 
religion. .The. following ia a cQpy of the 
letter! of their iSeneral, . or Vicegerent, to the 
King of Persia. ' : : 

. " We fly unto God 
" for refuge against the accursed Satan. 

' " In the . name • of Gickl, : ^ 

" the Compasaonate, the Merciful. - - 

*^ From Abd al Aziz, Chief of the Mussulmans, 
^' to FutteK Aiy Shah, King of Persia. 

" Since the death of the Prophet Moharct- 
med, son of Abd' Allah, polytheism and 
idolatry have been promulgated amongst 

" his followers. For instance; at Nejif and. 

" Kerbela, the . people j^ .down and worship 

^^ the tombs and shrines, whiqh. are made of 

. ■ • • • . . 

" earth and stone, and address their supplica- 
^' tions and prayers to the persons contained 
" therein. As it is evident to me, the least 
^^ of the servants of God, that such practices 
** cannot be agreeable to our Lords Aly and 



(( 
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^u8sein^ I have used every exertion to 
purify our holy religion from these vile super- 
stitions^ and^ by the blessing of Grod^ have 
long since eradicated these pollutions from 
*^ the territory of Nejid, and the g;reater part 
^^ of Arabia; but tiie attendants on the mau- 
'^ solea, and tjie . inhabitants of Nejif, being 
^^ blinded by coifetoiwneijs and worldly interest, 
encouraged the people to a continuation of 
these practices, and would not comply with 
my exhortations : I therefore sent an army 
of the Faithful (as you may have heard) to 
punish theopif according to their deserts. If 
the people of Persia are addicted to these su- 
peretiticHis, let them quickly repent; for 
whosoever is guilty of idolatry -tad polyr^ 
*^ theism, shall in like manner be punished; --\ 



ec 
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Peace be to him who obeys this direction.^ 
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CHAP. XXXIV, 

* . - ' * . ' ■ 

The Author continues his pilgrimage to Nejif. 
Account of the canals of Husseiny and As- 
suffy. Panegyric on the la$e Niibob Assufnd 
Dowleh. Description of the cities of Hilla and 
Nejif Account of the Mausoleuia' of Akf. 
Anecdote of an Arab. The AiUhbr devoies 
his mind to religious contemplation'^^Returns 
to Bagdad. Reasons why he first went to live 
with the British Consul— * bad consequences 

thereof. Author disgusted with Mr* J- **^ 

mode of living. Manner of travelling in Irdc. 
Author embarks on the Tigris. 

■ ■ # - 

jHLs soon as I had finished all the ceremonies 
of the pilgrimage at Kerbela, I set out for Ngif 
by the route of Hilla, and arrived at the latter 
city the first day, the distance being only sijc- 
te^n fersukh. . During the course of this day's 
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journey, I crossed two bridges, built over canals. 

The first of these canals, which is called the 

Niher Husseiny, is only a few miles from |Cer- 

bela, and was dug by order of Sultan Murad, 

one of the Turkish Emperors, to convey water 

'&qm the j^uphrates to Kerbela ; which pious 

' .>Worf^ has obtained for him ^the blessings of 

^the,aiafhabtto«lfes of that district. The other is 

v.tiained^the Niheri Hindue, or AssuiFy, having 

vfcfeeri- cut at thfe expense of the late Nabob 

=^^cs8uf ad IJowIeh of Lucknow: it is much 

''' . . ^ iiarger-than the canal of Husseinyj and is as 

■ * 

■ ^biraadas a tolerable-sized river. The intention 

^f this aqueduct is to convey an ample supply 

^ ''of water '"^frtmi the Euphrates to Nqif, the 

*burial- place of Aly. Ten lacs of rupees 

(j^. 125,000) have already been expended; but, 

owing to the duplicity of the Pasha of Bagdad, 

=^^nd malversation of the superintendant, who, 

tiinkteiid of cutting it in a direct line, have/ made 

i^wind roand by Cufa and other towns, it does 

ibtyet approach within four miles of its desti- 

^ToUiofL -The 'Work is, however, still carrying 

z 2 
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on, and, wh^n completed^ will convey the 
waters of the Euphrates into the ancient bed qf 
the river Ny, now dry, which formerly ran undef 
the walls of Nejif, and was nearly as wide as th6 
Tigris ; and v^idi, after making a considerable 
circuit, will again unite with the 'Euphrates. >- 



i . 



This pious .work of the Nabob Assuf aii 
Dowleh has not only given present employment 
to the poor of that neighbourhood, but will 
confer permanent comfort on the inhabitants 
in general, and give fertility to the soil^ 
which has been long parched up, for want of 
water to irrigate the fields. In short, if the 
blessings of millions, and the prayers of the 
righteous, can benefit the souls of the departed^: 
or Can give consolation to the friends of the 
deceased, no man ever possessed a better 
claim to them than that Prince. Nor are tha 
people* of Irac ungrateful, but daily offer up 
prayer^ and supplications fbr his eternal salr^ 
vatioa, and never mention his name but with 
rapture and enthusiasm. 
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• Hilla is a very ancient and celebrated city, 
and was for a long time the capital of the 
Sultans of the tribe of Beni Muzyd, during the 
Kalifat of the house of Abassy, and is situated 
on both sides of the river Euphrates. The 
residence of the Pasha and principal ofiicers 
is on the western side, next the Desert ; but 
they have numerous gardens and buildings on 
both sides of the river. The most celebrated 
of the buildings are, the Mosque of the Sun, 
and the Minar (turret) of Aly. The former is 
built on the spot where Aly performed his 
devotions while the Prophet commanded the 
sun to stop its course. If a person mounts 
tiie latter, and says, " In the right of Aly," the 
tjftrret shakes ; but if he repeats, " In the right 
of Omar," it is perfectly motionless. Of the 
anecdote respecting the former we have no 
authentic evidence; but with respect to the 
latter miracle, I have conversed with persons 
who declare they have witnessed it, and that 
they ha^ce placed a man on the line of the. 
shadow previous to the operation, and that 



342 THE TRAVELS OF 

when the turret began to shake> the shadow 
moved backward and forward two yards. 

I passed the night at Hilla, and early text 
morning proceeded on my journey. During 
the course of the day, I visited, on my route, the 
tomb of Zu al KufFel (Master of the Lock), and 
the well and station of Imam Mehedy, not far 
distant from the fort of Nejif. The former is 
situated in the middle of a village, surrounded 
by a wall, the inhabitants of which are all 
Jews; and which, next to Jerusalem, is held in 
the highest respect by all the people of that 
sect settled in Arabia, numbers of whom come 
annually on a pilgrimage to it. 

r 

The country in the vicinity of Nejif is an 
open plain. The soil is clay mixed with 
sand, which produces a fine vegetation, and 
such a variety of spontaneous flowers and 
shrubs, that, in my opinion, it stands next to 
the Cape of Good Hope for fertility and variety 
of productions. 
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In the neighbourhood of this city thei:e 
arises a very strong vapour from the soil, 
especially from the dry beds of the rivers, which, 
at the distance of a hundred paces, has all the 
appearance of a fiqe river, and is of that 
nature which has so often deceived weary and 
thirsty travellers in the deserts of Arabia and 
Tartary. 

The city of Nejif is surrounded by a ram- 
part, with bastions at the angles, but till very 
lately had no ditch. At the •period that the 
inhabitants were under great apprehensions 
of an attack from the Vahabies, the late Nabob 
Assuf ad Dowleh remitted a large sum of 
money, to be distributed amongst the poor 
and pious persons of this city. On the 
receipt of the remittance, the Goveraor 
assembled the poor inhabitants, and; pro- 
posed, that, instead of expending it in ,,the 
usual manner, they should apply the amoupt 
to digging a good ditch, to defend them against 
their enemies. This suggestion was r^iJy 
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eomplied with^ and during my residence at 
JSTejif the work was carrying on. 

The mausoleum of AJy, with the aparfc^ 
ments surrounding the court-yard and the gate> 
are all of the finest order of architecture. The 
dome and the turrets, which .are covered; witb 
golden tiles, were rebuilt at the expeoEUS^ of 
one of the favourites of the Usurper, Nadir 
Shah. The interior of the dome, and the walls 
of the surrounding houses and gateway, are 
cased with the painted tiles before described ; 
and, in front of the mausoleum, there is an 
extensive 9ofa or platform of white marble, for 
the pilgrims to rest on. The doors of the 
mausoleum, the tomb, and small cupola over it, 
are all of solid silver; and although great part 
af'the precious articles belonging to this shrine 
hiwp been sent to Kazemine for security, yet 
tbisre are many rich carpets, silver lamps, sconces, 
and t)ther valuable furniture, remaining. 
' " ' • < -." 

After worshipping at tihe tomb of Imam 
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Aly, the devotees are instructed to turn their 
faces to one of the comers of the building, 
and repeat a prayer for Imam Hussein, whose 
heady they eay, was brou^t from Sjnria by 
his son Zein al Abadeen, and buried in that 
spot. After this ceremony, they go to the foot 
of the tomhj and make two prostrations, one 
for Adam, and the other for Noah, both of 
whom, the attend^uits on the shrine afHrm, 
were buried in this place. 

On the outside of the mausoleum, near 
the door j and under the path-way, are de- 
posited the remains of Shah Abbass, of 
Persia : and on the other side of the building, 
adjacent to the platform on which prayers 
are said, is a small apartment, in which is the 
tomb of Mohammed Khan Kejar, late king 
of Persia> formed of a single block of white 
marble, on which they constantly burn the 
wood of aloes, and every night light up cam«- 
phire tapers in silver candlesticks ; and, during 
both the d$^ and sigbt, several devout pensons 
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are perpetually emplo)red in chaunting the 
Koran. All this pomp and Btate at the tomb 
of Mohammed Khan is highly improper in the 
vicinity of the holy shrine, and can only be 
attributed to the ignorance and rusticity of his 
descendants. 

Upon entering the holy shrine, I was so 
impressed with religious awe, that, although 
supported by four of the attaidants, I trembled 
like an aspen leaf, and it was with the utmost 
difficulty I could perform the prescribed cere- 
monies; During this time, a Bedouin (Arab 
of the Desert), with a white beard descending 
to his middle, which seemed as if it had never 
been disturbed by a comb, his body covered by 
a coarse and dirty shirt, and, in place of trow- 
sers, a piece of cloth girt about his loins; 
his heels, from much walking, as hard as the 
hoof of a; horse, and full of cradcs ; and who, 
in shorty appeared as if just arrived 'from a long 
and toilsome journey, entered the sanctuary. 
He took no notice of the attendants, but im- 
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mediately began to walk round the tomb ; and 
instead of repeating the prescribed pray^4 
he called aloud, " Ya Abul Hussen (O Father 
of Hussen)^ peace be to you ! " and, notwith- 
stankling his apparent want of respect and 
decorum, he was so much affected by his faith 
and sincerity, that the tears trickled from hii 
eyes. Seeing him treat the illustrious sepul- 
chre- with so little ceremony, I at first sup- 
posed that Abul Hussen was one of his 
companions or intimate friends, who had fallen 
asleep in the mausoleum, and that he was 
endeavouring to awake him ; but after ob- 
serving him attentively, and reflecting on his 
sincerity and purity of heart, and on my own 
unworthiness, I was convinced that his vows 
were more deserving of acceptance than mine, 
and envied him his zeal and happiness. 

At a little distance from the great! mauso- 
leum, there are two cenotaphs erected .to. the 
memory of Zein al Abadeen (son of Hussdo), 
and SufFeh Suffa : but as the army of Mou^l, 
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ifi4iich had lately arrived for the defence of 
Nejif a^inst the Vahabies^ was encamped in 
their vicinity, the brutish Turks had defiled 
those sacred places with all kinds of impurity. 

The hereditary superintendant of the 
mausoleum, who was also Governor of Nejif, 
was named Moola Mahmood. He was a re- 
spectable, learned, and religious mart, and, 
in consequence of a recommendation from the 
Fasha of Bagdad, behaved to me with the 
utmost attention. He allotted me an apart- 
ment in the court-yard of the mausoleum, and 
sent servants to wait on me : he also invited 
me to Itve with him during my stay ; and, as 
he kept both Persian and Hindoostany ser- 
vants, his table was better supplied, and served 
with more elegance, than I ever before expe- 
rienced among the Turks. Although a Soony, 
he regularly said his prayers in the mosque of 
the, mausoleum ; and as he understood Persian 
jjerfectly, I had much pleasure in his con- 
versation. 
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:■ Ever since quitting Constantinople, I had 
given up tny nund much to religious conteca- 
plation, and during the journey I composed 
two elegies in praise of Hussein and Aly. 
Whilst at Bagdad, I had them beautifully tran- 
scribed# and suspended them near the tombs 
of tjaose .illustrious saints, at Kerbela and 
Nejif. . Theae elegies were much approved by 
both the superintendants ; and they promised 
tp!^ to take care they were not removed, but 
tb^t they should be preserved, as a testimony 
of ray zeal. 

After having performed all the prescribed 
qeremonies at the shrines of Nejif, I set out 
upon my return to Bagdad ; but, as parties of 
the Va.habies were patroling the country, I 
found it requisite to return by the route I canje^ 
although there is a more direct road. 

Between Nejif and Hilla I offered up my 
devotions at the Mosque of Cufa and the Dome 
of the Camel. To persons acquainted with 
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Mohammedan history, Cufa is too well known 
to require any description of it here. The Dome 
of the Camel was built to commemorate the 
event of a hill bending forward to salute the 
camel which bore the corpse of Aly, and which 
still remains in that position. 'The first night 
I slept at Hilla, the second at Kcrbek) and 
on the third day returned safe to Bagdad. 

Having thus narrated my adventures and 
toils in pursuit of my spiritual welfare, I shall 
now return to my temporal concerns; When^ 
I was about to take leave of Mohammed Pasha^ ■ 
the Governor of Mousul, whose kindness I 
shall ever gratefully remember, he put into my" 
hands a letter of recommendation, addressed 
to Aly Pasha, the Grovernor of Bagdad ; and 
gave me strict injunctions, that, on my arrival 
at that city, I should immediately proceed to^ 
the house of the Pasha. He added, " You 

have already in your possession the Empe-^. 

tor's piassport, or order, directed to the 3 
*^ Pasha; that, in all probability, will insure ■ 
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" your receiving from him every mark of 
" public attention ; but^ this letter will procure 
^' for you his private ^friendship, , by the aid 
^^ of which you will be expeditiously and safely 
" tx>nycyed to Bussora, whence, assisted by 
^Vhis interest, you will find no difficulty in 
^^ obtaining a passage in one of the Arab 
" ships to Bombay." 



"-''"I promised the Pasha that I would punc- 
tually comply with his directions, and left 
Mousul with that determination ; but, during 
the journey, when I reflected on the uncom- 
fortable mode of living of the Turks, and the 
filth of the Pashas' houses, and called to mind 
the hospitable reception I had always expe- 
rienced from the English, and the superior 
comforts of their dwellings, I felt more inclined 
ta take up my residence with Mr. J — -^«, 
the British Q)nsul, than to trouble the Pasha> 
When I entered Bagdad, it was late in the. day,' 
I was dreadfully tired, and all my clothes com- 
pletely drenched in rain. I therefore preferred 
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present ease and comfort to the prospect of 
future advantagesi and directed my guide to 
take me to the house of Mr. J s. 

This conduct of mine gave great offence to 
Aly Pasha, who, having been apprized of my 
approach, had prepared a house for my recep- 
tion, had a Persian and a Hindoostany inter- 
preter to alttend me, and was in hourly expec- 
tation of my arrival. All the other Moham- 
medan officers, to several of whom I- had 
recommendations, al$o took offence at my 
preferring the society of > Christian to their*^, 
In consequence, of this false step, when I sent/ 
the Emperor's order to the Pasha by Mr«s 

J' ^s, he declined i seeing me for some days,.* 

vmder pretence that he was busily employed in ; 
fitting out an army to send against the Kurd»; .. 
and when I visited him> he kept m^ waijdng ; 
two hours in a tent, before he. granted mif^. 
an audience, and then received me with mud^^ 
fonnalky^ but with little respect; Tbis^I wa^^^l 
afterwards informed, was all QSf^ig.to,myi:Qf^ 
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nexibn with Mr. J^ s, with whom he; was 

on bad terms. ; - ' 



Although the Pasha thus declined giving 
me any proofs of . his private friendship, he was 
under the necessity of complying with the'Iihr 
penal orders ; and, in consequence, supplied 
me*, with passports, letters, and conductors 
to the superintendants of the sacred places, as 
I have already described, , 

: The only persons* who would condescend to 

visit mfe at the house of Mr. J s, were, Hajy 

Hussein, and three other merchants of Ispahan^ 
But, as these gentlemen had long resided at 
Bagdad, they had forgotten their Persian mari-r 
ners, without having acquired the Turkish 
ones : they were therefore like the crow in the 
fable, who in vain attempted to leani the gait 
of the partridge, and ; forgot his own. . They 
were, consequiMitly> , very stupid companions; 
but, as I was sensible. I owed all the neglect I 
experienced to my own imprudence,; I ,did not 
yent a complaint or murmur on the subject. " > 

VOL. IJ. A A 



684 viAttttiaAtJ^vHfi*^ «»»n« 






'I shdtUd ha^g bc^ne this negteot €f itiie 

'Mc4iaii)i^[i6d^ more stoici^inv tifid I not 

beeri grievously cfisiftppointed Jn the e3^)ectatioto^ 

I had formed of the comforts of Mr. J — = — s's 

hotise. But that giehtletilatiy eilhisr ipwing to 

his long residence among tho'^tTi^ks^tJP^sait 

of regularity in his domestic ecbnom^r^ d&Si'n&t 

take any paina to keep his hoifefe^^^eiiii:^^ Ot^'ih 

good order. Some days he breakfi^ted iih ^hite, 

and other days at twelve : his^ ^ouf' ^ dS«fi^ 

wais equally irregular, and his provisions COiitii- 

qtiently badly dressed. Tlie cbnvet^atidn^^'at 

^his tabtevi^ always dull and insipiif^^ {lnd*^rie\^fer 

^ia?i1iveniBd Ivy^ wit or gaiety; and symptatfteJ^f 

'flisgiisf and avieilsion ■ to his guests,' wh0l4l6r 

cAsiatiteS oi* Europeans, ^ere eVideiit on'^his 

eountenanifee. He was also of a jeal<iuS disp6-t 

^ filitioft, arid would hot allow me to acc^l dfiafiy 

^ftssistattoc froml the Turkish officers l-si?f4flg, 

•^%hkt, as*^ 1 4iad placed myteelf under hi^. -^i)- 

<^«e6tiEJ«, he would tibt jp^irmit arty dthef in«6r- 

^lereHce.^ Sot, as he was to6^^^^^ a personage 

to attend to my business himself, he coHttnitt^ 

me and my afiairs to hi# diteward, an Armenian 



l^^st .diiitreg^y an^Mtn^furly le^t wy lifijs, . 

.a" ■■ ■ U > . • • i ; ■;! ^ • "* . / ' : 

i. :]rh0 genefal modke «f travdling frpm B^^# 
ftOiJBqssojdi-is'iby.iMat^y €»peciaJIy inthe raij!^ 
ji«fi80»> ^^^aj.tbe Tigris J)eing:ftiU,. tfa^;CW[fQiM: 
j|^i)§ witjb gre^ rapidity^ ^{t waa.th6r6%e jo^ 
,4a|entipjt^ ftft 4i^ye jpi;i^ ?vith one., qt twp 
:i5^pectBblq:,pfr^nB, whp might h^ trov^lU?^ 
JN^ wlW*. to^torq ^ 9Qpafoi;tabIe .bpat>. fitted; vip 
:|(rit;h aparto^nts^ vv^ch cqpld havQ be^4c|]Qi(e 
.4t« moderate , expensie^ ai)4 to < have pTPcped^ 
.fttr^B^lffwre, -guten^Ae day thj^ \. r#tyme(J 

jmm\ Nqn/^ ibe Aripeman ^ori^i^ me jtbgi: 

,ftifift^ lacge, b«at,; loaded, with gqod« , belppffflg 

.(tp. ihe,. East-Ijgidjia tCompany^ :iinder.,chaf^. (>f 
a, guard, cQipjpn^nd^ by onA pf .Mfi^J-rm^Js 
qoilKluctors^ vtx>uld depart for Bussoira li^ZiSw 

vhpurd^ and that I had better embrace ; tl;ifit 
9Spor\^}tY f^i pro9?9ding, jfiree, of ^ppn^, 

)|S4:^^ sepuired. .»g^i»6t . the d^kgers, yql^r^e 
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As I copcluded that the boat wai prqperljjr^ 
fitted up> I consented to go^ without takijQ^ the 
precaution of first inspecting it^ anddesire^ 
him to send my luggage on board. , Whea 
I arrived at the bank of the river, I, found .^ 
large flat-bottomed, dirty, and pld.bQa,ti„lQ^e4 
with chests, without aily roof, and manned with 

i 

a savage-looking crew; in short, just such 
a boat as is used to convey wood from the 
Sunderbunds (forests) to Calcutta. At the 
sight of such a conveyance, I drew back, and 
was about to return to the house ; but when 
I reflected on the whole of Mr, J s's con- 
duct, and the aukward predicament in which 
I was placed at Bagdad, I resolved to brave all 
the hardships I might suffer, and jumped on 
board. The period of my residence in Bagdad, 
' aiKl excursions to the sacred places, was forty- 
four days. 

I had nearly forgotten to mention, that, 
soon after my arrival at Bagdad, Hajy Aly, my 
Mehmander, demanded from me a certificate. 
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trf liiis gogd Conduct : and when t refused to 
g^ve hfm one, he got Mr. J — ^-s's Artnehiairi' 
to speak ifi his fevour to his master, whD hadf 
t!i6 weakness to solicit I would forgive the 
V^retd^, aifid grant Jiim the certificate : but, as 
rthifilight my doing so would be an injustice to 
Jatui-ef tf aMleris, I positively refused. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

I 

I 

The Author quits Bagdad — t/trrives at SoqilL ^l 
Shyukh -^ description of that village^. Tftf 
Author taken ill of a f^er-^ Arrives: (it M^fj^p 
or Markile, the English factory at Btfssora;^ 
obliged to proceed to the city. Character gf 
the inhabitants of Bussora — Description of 
that city — Character of the Governor. Autlvor 
invited to the house of Mr* M- — ^— y : His 
opinion (^ that gentleman. The Author dis- 
appointed qf a passage to Bombay, and deto^Kied 
at Bussora^ Eostraordinary occurrence in tht^t 
city-^Conduct of Mr. M y on this occa- 
sion. The Author regrets his long detention 

,::.:X\t Bvsspra. He embarks on board the grab 
Shannon. 

X auiTTED Bagdad on the evening of the l6th 
ad; and, ais the boatmen rowed night arid 
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day, we arrived on the 20th at. Sook al Shyukh 
(the market of the Shaikh), the distance to 

which is calculated to be about 1 50 miles, and 

' . • ■ t > 

half-way to Bussora. 






This place is the principal residence of the 
Arab* tribe of Mtiritefakh, who inhabit the 
D^rt between^ tiie two cities. It is a tdlerable 
good matket, and yields all the necessaries of 
life. 'Tiife Chief of this tribe is named Shaikh 
Anflteteh : he is a person of great tonseqiieilce, 
and ami collect an army of forty or fifty thou- 
sand men, principally cavalry. For many years 
he gave great- atmoyance to the Government 
of Bussoi^ ; but he is now cohsiderfed a» the 
defender of that city agaiftst the ValMSes. 
The market i^ surrounded by a rathpirt con- 
structed of mud, but its priridpal defence is 
its low sittiation on the banks of ihe Tijgtis; 
by cutting away a small portidn of which, they 
can, at the approach of an enemy, inutiddt^ the 
CCjuntryfpr many mil?^ arourid. Thus, whdh 
# r[??r§iag^^^>ndei; the.coinKjand of ^^m 
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Khan, ndt long ago captured Btisabra; tfi^y 
sent an army to take this place. The Arabs 
allowed them to approach near the town ; and 
during the night, having cut the embanknlent, 
the Persians were surrounded by water bdfore 
they were aware of their danger: '^ The Shaikh 
then advanced against them, ind -killed ^Aljr 
Mnrdan Khaii, their General^'and Ae'^i^t^ 

'i^aft of his army. ■ . - ; ^/i 

' ■ ■ ■ . ' , ■ ■ ■ t 

•* ■' - ■•..•■-.-lit 

• As, during this voyage down the' Tigris, 
1 had nothing to shade me from the heat cff 
the sun during the day, or to shelter me from 
the rain or dew during the night, I was on the 
^urth day attacked with a violent fever, which 
confined me to my bed for nearly a month 
*j(fter my arrival at Bussora. ' 

"* " Oil the !22d we arrived at the town of 
Korna, under the walls of which the rivers 
Tigris and Euphrates unite, and form a very 
Droad stream, nearly twice the size of the 
Ganges, which is then named Shat al Arab (the 
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^^iaa River),: and contiuues, its course till ^ 
6H» into the Persian GulC 



V 



- OH'- the !33di which cwas the seventh dayi<^ 
ttnliisagireeable and tedious journey, we arrived 
^^t' 3V3^uli pronounced by Europeans Markile, 
iVfo jfejisfykhdistjant from, Bussora. Here the 
■JBf}glidi;,JBasJt-India Company have a. siwU 
Factory, in which the Consul resides.; Th^ 
house is surrounded by a mud wall, and is 
therefore ^aJled^Kote Frengy (Thp European 
tEopt):! Kote, signifying, in Arabic, AsmaJlfor^. 



"» 1 



r/ : ;The. §ight. of this place affprd^ed me mupb 
pljeasure; a? I had no, doubt, from the g^^^ 
<3baracter of Mr. M y the .Resident, itji^t 

* ■ 

I should meet with a hospitable receptipji,,^^ 
quickly recover from my disease, which by 
i this time had very much, reduced bplih, my 
.strength, and spirits. .^ .^ 



'.•"*. 
\ 



^-^ 



Unluckily for me, a short time previpus tp 
my arrival at, Bussprf^,, soine person^, .to j^a§w^ 



a {ka(i:ticu]4r purpos^^ . the nature of whicU , , i% 
too tedious to relate, had invented a stpry^ 
that symptoms of the. plague had made their 
appearance, at Bagdad; in cpnsequence, of 

which, Mr. M ^y, who is of- a timid dispor 

sition, and very careful of himself, would not 
permit any person, arriving frprp B^gdjSid to 
&x\i^t the Factory ; but when infprmgd ^pf . jpj 
arrival, . he came to the river side;, ^d, salijting 
me at a distance, requested I would jprqcq^ 
to Bttssora, where he had provided a housQ 
£jr my reception, . ; 

. Knowing the falsity of the report, I was 
hurt at his conduct ; but, in compliance with 
his desire, I proceeded to. the city^ and fou^d 
apartooents pr^iared for me at the hou^e^qf 
Aga Mohammed Abdal Nubby, a merchant. of 

Bussora, and a particular friend of Mr . M- ^y's, 

whom the Persian Monarch had lately :«um- 
moned to his court, to dignify with the rank of 
^mba^sador to the Grovemor-General (A India^ 
ji^^ tb«e room of Hajy Khelecl IJ^han, who was 
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killfed by accident at Bombay, jind wlAistf 
body weis s^M, at the expense of the Eairt^ 
Itidia Cottipatty, to be buri^ with mtfictf 
^tite and ■f)ublic mourning at the holy shnik! 
ofNgif. ' ' 

The house was under ciiarge of a tall one-' 
eyed man, whose proper name was Fiez Alyl 
but to whom the people of Bussora had given 
the hifck-name of Hajy Fef zeen (the Queen of 
Chfess), frotn \m impudence and interfering 
disposition. This fellow was ' very nieglectftkl 
and inattentive to my wishes ; which conduct, 
at a time when I was very unwell, quitch de- 
pressed my ispitits, and made me very anxious 
to quit Bussora. Often, durihg^ this joum^j 
did I regret that I had .'hot remained ih 
Enjgland. ' 



. ♦ 



Bussora is inhabited by a number '<tf 
^rsians of good fitmily, who have beefn oblige 
to fly their cduntry, in coiwequente of tik 
Various revolutions which have long de^otatc^ 
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tji^kif^lAom* ' Musky of Jkhem viaited mQiflnd 
iixv^ Mf^ <p their housea* • J found tb^o,: in 
g^^Qid^.. agreeable men, and mwb eupetioe 
to< the natives of BusaoiiBy the jpa^rity of 
whom are low minded, and of avajricioij^ .4ici:i 
positions^ though so very punptu^l in a}l thair 

CQipmercial dealings, that , they ji^V(§fT require 
hfipds from e^h other. .^^ ,. : , . , \ . ) ^ .^^ 

v'. .fiussom is a much largeir city tJ^an.JBai^^^^j 
9;^d^i^ !^ resort of mei?chant$ ;^om, all.p^rts 
pf the East -Itjs \veU fortijSed 1^ > .gopd 
rampart, and a deep ditch, which ^ is ^filled fyom 
tjie river. Within the fort there are several 
grfi^^ . pf • xfejcrtr^esj, ; extensive, .g^dens^ , and 
s$)ine/ymeya|t]^ ri^^ are well watered jby^a 
c^naljcvLt^m. the river that runs through 
thft; jtQwUy The buildings are, in gen<iml> 
fo^Qied..of; mud, and very irregular in their 
c^^j^kctipn ; ) they are, in facil^ little bottat 
tjiau hvktSf^ , Aj5 the, climate is very hot^ anti 
the town surrounded by mawahes, >it must 
be a very unhealthy place. During the: fcnw 



mcoitbs of the rainy season, the 'rii;:0r ^bfteri 
OFerfloti^ its baaiks^ and inundates the 4!x>mi4»y^ 
and the iutabe frequently cut deqi itrencheii 
fe theihMHk, "fd let the water run into- thfe 
D^ilei^ti tb^vicoii6dqtien<!^'-is^ that when th^ 
i9^^ M\^y^ ihafty pedis 6f stagnant wafer re- 
itiMi^,' 'thfe^^xhitotionfsf from which are 'Vi^ry 
pestiferous; and if the^ disease gerierat^^Try 
these causes is not the plague, it is something 
Tkiik^''~k^-'^hsidL!''^'- The Arabs call thi» s6kson 
drifte feiir Mda al Mouj (The overflowing of 

ihfr^*ratei*), ^icH the English translate •^ The 
^*at^s^ of "death; - - ••• - /■ i^^^^-' 

^' The irifeft)itents of Bussed i;<^e forthei^ly 
to 'much- aiindyed by th^ Wafwlctin^ Ariitfcf; 
th^t they entered into an engagement '^^ith ^tKe 
trih^ of Mtinafekh, to pay them half the prodtfcef 
of thfeir fields, to defend them against thd^'olhe^ 
trihtes^; but, notwithstanding this agi-eeiB^fttj 
th^ wild' Arabs frequently appiPbach-thfe %}ty 
during the night, and plunder every thWi^ tB^ 

<Mn»*fkd. ::.v;-,.;L- ;'.... •-.■\.:- ,?.; ."r*» >; iij^ 



^ ^ Iii*onler to:protect the £arms tnd • codnlary^ 
housefly the Governor^ Abdtiliah Aga, has 
ifttely built lA wall towards the Besert^ sixteen 
.fersukb in lengUi^ which encompasses a mimr 
ber of the estates, and fennsv and has piaccid 
l^uards at all the gateSf This worthy iimn 
haS'Used all his exertions to lender ihe ipeople 
under his charge^ happy and mntented^iiaod 
has so well succeeded^ that all the inhabitants 
jcmT Bussora.are lavish ki his praise^ 



' 1 1 ■ " 



, .y At the distance of eight miles from fiusr 
8ora are the tombs of Taleha and Zobeir {two 
of the companions of Mohammed); but as 

|Mtities of the Vfdiabies and Wandering Arabs 
were patroling in the vicinity of. the town, 
<I dared not visit them. - . 



•. ■■ . i ■ • 



iAt the termination of twelve days^ Mr. 
M ^y, being convinced lliat I was not in- 
fected with the plague, did me the honour, to 
Jmvite me to his house. For this mark of his 
attention I was indebted to a letter of recom- 



fipelidatioti from Lord' Pr--*-*^m, and to the 
orders of the Court of Directors, desiring- Mii 
M. "U ' y ;to ^ive me every assistance , in ^•his 
powers As i was very tnuch hurt at hia cam^ 
^duot^. the okily reqiiK^t I made of him was, t^ 
; procure me a passage in the first ship that 
df])oviId 'Soil ifbrifiombay ; and even in this he 
fdisappbitttedrime. :;;>. 

This gen tfeman, being the representathne 
of the East-India Company at Bussora, is con- 
sidered iiy the itihabitants of that city as a 
person' of'' great consequence; they; tfaerefoce 
never ad&^eas him but m an adulatocy and 
flattering manner ; he is^^oh tihis acoDUnty pofiisd 
up with pride and vanity, and "cxDililditipt best 
my plain and blunt EngUsk style, which He 
^considered as bordering on insolence : he was 
therefore resolved to humiliate m6^ iiM to 
make me sensible of his importance. - fv 

, r ' -^ .■•'•■ ■-. ' ^' '• ■' •! . ■■ ■ ■ » ■ ' y^' r-"tt . i 

^ -Orte^ * part of Mr. M ■ y ^s emplcgmmit 
18, vto forward th^ overland packets? and 



despatchie&from and to India', few whi^ pifrpOBe^^ 
he is allowed to charge a consideracble isum*' of 
money. For some years he either contracted 
with the miercantile Arabs of the tribe of 
Outub; to convey the despatches in Iti^' 
vessels, dalled gtahs, to Bombay; -or seiit Ht^tm 
by any Englisli ship that chanced. td'W'^t 
Bussora when the packet arrived i btft b^rig^ 

a man of a speculative turn of mind, he disi-' 

■ ■' * 

covered that it would be more ' advantageous * 

to have small vessels of his own, which* he 
might freight with the merchants' goods, and 
at the same time convey the despatches without 
luiy additional ) expense. He therefore bttUt 
dr purchased six or eight of these vessels, whidi 
now nearly monopoliiie all ' the traffie^ of 
Bussora. The masters and crews of them are 
W>his private servants, and of course must be: 
obedient to his. orders. 



*■ 



Some days after I had been at Mr. 
M— y's house, he informed me that a^ship: 
was about to sail for Bombay ; but that I -muif 
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m^se^U settle witii the « master for my passage^ 
a^ it was a p^uisite of office with which he- 
cUd , not interfere. I immediately went to the 
np^astef, .who demanided five hundred rupees^ 
(^•62. 10*.) for ^ly conveyance. I thou^t. 
this m e2;Qrbi):ant sum ; and being much more, 
tb^n .was» paid. hy. the inhabitants of Bussora^ 
Irppncluded he. was imposii^ on me. I there^; 
fore refused to give it, and returned to Mr., 
J ^\ . .y y, who, having heard my story, said 
he,'ccMild.notJinterfere. - 



^ The following day I went again tor thei- 
master, zjBtd dGfered him three himdred ropeeft 
('^.37. lOtf*), which he agreed totake^rhat asiid 
Ijnust embark immediately, as* the 'wind wwtr 
fair, and he was just going to weigh anchor^. 
I'^ld him my heavy baggage was at Buasdra/ 
but that, if he would wait an hour . Dr -.tm^ 
I would bring it on^ board : he refused, alleging, 
that ' in two hours the wind might . change, 
and perhaps detwi him for ten days longer ^ 
the riven I thereby tosfc^^ts opportixnity. = ; ^ 
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^tdied ./another vessel^ ;withottt gtviog loe 
wy. iftteljigenee of ber. departwe;; apd. whm 
I repr0acbedhun with.tiais pioopedure^jie rfiipk^ 
5^ You wJ§h to see the b^wti^ itnd curiqai* 
"ties of Bombay> and thatfihifLift gone to 
^j^ Bengal/* A third fthip was sent 0fF, and stiU 
l^lie^ ]|vas..^mQ^ idl^ e^^ gr^atiog 

die a passage. I was therefore imich J^ritated^ 
and told him he had resided so Jcmg in th«t 
East, that he had entirely forgotten all his 
English principles : I alsp wrote it satirical 
ppemjon hini, and occasionally repeated sipme 
of th^, U^es ift his h^ing. !jae. replied, ^thal 
J had. been .. spoiled by the luxuries and attea- 
,tiQn of the people in Iiondon, and that it was 
now impossible to. please me^ These ^Iter-^ 
cations and bickerings were however carried 
on \a apparent good humour, or half jok^> half 
^pest.. In every other resp^Bct I, passed i^ 
tiip^ l^ea^^ly at his, house, as. he w;^ V£f^ 
hospitable* and our society was enlivened by the 
presenc^^ofCapUtin Sp^^ and Dqctor H:; — rl 

« 

' •>. <L N^ ' 



' I^umig;^^ myjxsidsnxsit at Bitasora, an areni 
(xx^uiTed^ whida oaufled t^uch coofuaiott at tfaa 
time> afhd it Wad ^pii^hi^ded m^it b6 attend^ 
widi .'serioiia coiSsequefiees* A Captain W*r«te^ 

raastjer crf'one 4^f Mr. M- ^y's ships, wha 

jrentedaboiMieiin thd city, kept act Armenian. 
woci^D. ,^'OiiA' day SL foot Arab was passing 
ftl^^dbo^ md fimnd a letter, written in Al-abic^ 
Ijrittg on ted gf ovod^ the contents of whid^ 
weiie^^ttsibHAw: '' ' - 

"' ^^ ft^bpfe bf Bussora, I (femand yottr ^tt)i^ 
^ iectiott.^ I am a Mussulman, bom in B^rptV 
'* und>^ dtiitng the invasioti of that cdwmfty hf 
^•'thfe ^rfendi, fell into the haiids^f thi^ Christ 
**fian, 'i<^h(*m I abominate : tJbertfcft^, I ptdf 
•^ you, deliver me from him?* 
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•The Arab immediately carried tfefe lettfef 
to the tribunal of justice, and sworie that flbsir 

fetter wias thrown to him from the top of Ca^ 

. . - * 

tain W— te*s house. Other witnett6S alsd 
appeared, and declared that they had fr^quentlji^ 

« B a 



been in Captaia W-r-te's house^ ,and hioard 
fcbe. wom^ declare all these circumstances. 
On this evidence, ^e Cazy was tinder the ne- 
oessity of sending an officer to summon the 
woman to his tribunal. The circumstance was 
so novel, that a great crowd assembled, and 
4^ number of the mob accompanied the officer. 
The Captain refused to deliver up the ^yj^pipa^* 
and, having barred his doors, sent intelligence 
of his situation to Mr. M y... As tha)t gen- 
tleman, in consequence of his wealth and 
public -station, possesses great influence with 
^11 . the . Turkish pffic^rs, he sept a messenger 
to. the GrpVernor, teque^ting .he would postpone, 
the teiaLtiU.uejct. (Jay, when he hijnself wpU.ld 
attend;, the^^Jribunal; and if the woman :Was; 
a.M^ssulm^n, or wished to become OAe, he 
would order her to be delivered up. The Gro- 
v^rj^r iinpaediately complied, with, this reques^; 
a^d, sent. ;sofn,e. soldiers to disperse the mob. , . .. 

.^t^Jaflippened, that the master of another ship,; 
which wa^ taking in freight for Bombay, livec^i 
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inllie'same house with Captain W — te, aindi 
being alarmed at what was transacting, begdh 
to send some treasure and other valuable articl^i. " 
on board the ship : in consequence of whjcii 
a report was quickly circulated, that th6 
oppressed Mussulman female had been sent 
on board the ship, and would be shortly dtit of 
the reach of jusltice. T 






The mob re-assembled, and, having forced 
their Way into Captain W— te's house, "took 
hold of the^oman, and led her to the tribunal/ 
When questioned by the Cazy, the woman de- 
cl^d that the whole iStory was a gross falser' 
hood ; that she and all her family were Chris-* 

T 

... ^ J 

tians; and that she had not the smallest 
inclination to change her faith, or to leave her 
master. On ^ hearing this declaration, a num- 
bet* of witnesses stepped forward, and swore that 
she was guilty of falsehood, for that they had ' 
heard her repeat the Mohammedan Crefed' 
The Cazy Was much astonished at this btisinediS f 
aftd said to the woman, *' By the evidericJi bf 






f^ these Mu»sulmep9 .yoa are proved to have opce 
.^belonged to xmr faith.; and, by denying it^ you 
^ acknowledge that you are now. a renegado. 
By so doing, you are liable to the pifnishmeat 
of d^th: and if, in three dayei, you dp nqt 
ahjure your heresy, I -must .{^assJA^e.jEX^ 
^ tetlee of the law oa you/.' . He thenjor^ered 
her to be carried to the Mqofty s housie^ aiul 
confined in the Haram (female apartments). • 

The second night the woman found an 
cppoa'tunity to escape, and proceeded towards 
the English Factory. She wa^ however re- 
t^en, and brought back. Next morning, 
being again brought before the .Ca^, he gave 
iter .the option, to: abjure Christianity and marry 
a .'Mohammedan, or suffer death. - The. poor 
woman^ not being prepared to die, consented 
to become a Mussulman. A subscription of a 
thousand kurush was immediately collected for 
Ijiiw ; dower, and she .was next day nmrried to 
9ue of the soldiers^ who carried her hpme in 

■ 
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of IVir. M^^^^^--y, whb sent a '■ trtesfli^'^Hifr^the 

iGkntenibi-/ thit; afe the wofriaii ^^^be^iid ill 

doubt a Cf irijsf ian, and Under his protefctioH, if 
shfe was not innnediately returned to hini/ all 

JHendship ttiust icea^ between thtoi/arid he 
might Hive dnke to repefnt hfs conduet; We 
•At ^ thi^' !$toie time ordered the gate* (rf '^ 
Farittiiy id be^tNrt; aftd no ]pfers6h fremJBU^wsfe 
to be allowed to enter them. 
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'fhe' Gofvehior ^pre«ded his regm 
bccasioh', knd laid the blame oni the nirift, 
*wilbse dctioni he cottld nbt-teoritVotii BM^ tls 
"-the '\W)mtm' was how iftarried id '^ MbHatti- 
medanj aiid' had embttfced the Mbsfetiltoin 
religion^ he could not pos^bly tever^e th^'sen- 
ictice of the law. ■' • " 

As Mr. M— — y's pride and overbearing 
conduct had gbeh ofFenftte to mshf ''*f ' the 
prittcipal inhabitants of Buteora, it 'wa* gtenfe- 
rally supposed that the whole of this'livHtitiS&s 



^ a scheme, laid by some of his ehemies;'tb 
mortify him. If such was really the case, they 
had, in the sequel, reasoir to repent their 
conduct. 

:The business was not settled wh^n 1 left 

■ ,■■' ■* •■ 
Bussora; but I liave since lealrhedr' that. M?. 

M ^y, having first appealed to the Pasha of 

Bagdad, and afterwards to Gotistantiubple; had 
not only procured the sentence'of the tiaiy^to 
be reversed, but had him turned ont of officii. 
The Governor was also severely Censured, and 
several of the leaders of the riot Imnished. 
I have since seen the woman in Calcutta, who 
corroborated all I had heard. This circum- 
stance shows, that the English possess nearly 
as much power in Bussora as they have in 
India, and ought to render people cautious 
how they interfere or quarrel with them. 

Had I been aware, when I first entered 
Bussora, that I should have been delayed there 
so long, I would have proceeded by land to 
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^ster^ arid tbence to Shiraz, whence I powld 
have travelled to one of the Persian ports, ao4 
there emharked for Bombay ; by which meajqf$ 
I might, without a greater loss of time, have 
travelled through a country I was very anxious 
to see, ai>d, egcaped from the pride and tyranny 
(rf..;VIr,.JVI-T77-y.. ........ .•/v> 
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Ui- -^yi^^fk»^^^ ^emai^ijog fifty-.fiye;d^|^,«t 
B^us^9r^, Jt , pri9cu|;ed p. passage, M ope qf. ^j^ 
MrrT--y & grabs,, named the Shannon, . ^md-eni|- 
bw-ked, on the. evening of the J QtK JVIob\ir|s^5fi 
|2i>8, (May lotb, 18.03), . 
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TfiB Author sails from Bussdrd-^j/ccaujii df 

his voyage y and descriptidti of tKe^^Persixht 

I Gulf^-^Eniers the Sed of'OihdH, md't^ 

* Indian Ocean — Arrives at 'B&iftbkyr-^HdipitW- 

* hly received by the Governor: jDestripttoii'of 

* Boinbay. Aceoimt -of the Ptirs^s, ahd bther 
native inhabitants. Description of the Fori. 
Account of the Mohammedan inhabitants. 
Marked attention of the Governor to the 
Author^ who procures him a passage on bdard 
the Bombay frigate. The Author embarks 

for Bengal. The ship arrives in Balasbre 
rMds"^ anchors in the Ganges. Author pro- 
ceeds to Calcutta. 

JtiviMEDiATELT Oil my going on board, we 
Weighed anchor ; and, as the wind was strong 



and favourable^ by twelve o'clock the mact 
day we arrived at the mouth of the river, 
which is distant from Bussora ninety milesi 
and entered the Persian Gdlf. 

r - '■ » 

This gulf is an arm of the Sea of Oman, 
y^hicli. i^ itaelf,Ma br^ch of the Indian Oceait; 
3Cbi2i cpuw* of. the P^jrmn Gulf is N, W>^ ^<J 
S,JE.v. It is, nearly 500 miles in length, ind 

m. SQm!^,^pl9fi^ ;150. in breadth, bit, i^t vtha 

entrance is only thirty-siij, wide. The distapce 
fo>ni Bussora to Bombay i^ computed aJJc^OO 



: *■' 



On the 20th we were opposite the Isfend 
pj^.lth^ek* This island is ^out . nine n^les 
longj^, and three miles broad. The P^tcjt^Nfor- 
merly.got possession of it, and built ih^c^on 
a ^roxi^ £ort ; but it was taken. fboin^tb^KPcW 
the Arab Shaikh of Bundarick. « . 



: .. ♦ ; '? i- 
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. On tbe 2l8t we passed Abu Sh^j!^ 5^lif 
the..^|>Q¥twOi^je^^ portf of PerMu ^^•9(>jaii 



t 

\ 

aftei* fell c&lm/ * and -we retrained ^ for . ^vdml 
days in' its'- vicinity. I tety much 'regrettai 
thaS'the wind had not ceased sooher/ that I 
might have had an opportiriiity of going on 
shore, and of seeing one of the Persian cities. ■ 






On the 25th we passed the Island of Abu 
Shayib, said to be 1 50 miles lohg-^ atia" on the 
evening of the same day'we"anich6r6d at fhe? 
Isfend of Kies, to take in a supply of ^eshivater.' 






' ' The 27th brought us oppofeite the Isle of 
Hormuz (Ormus), which is only six mifes loifgj^ 
and three in breadth^ 



7.; . 



On the2gd[t AVe passed 'Kisshimy, sixt)'^ niiles^ 
l<>rigj Jittd twenty broad; and on the 30th we 
entered the Sea of Oman. At the entrance to 
this sea, the shores of Persia and Arabia are 
both to be seen. 
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'j'ln the Persian Oulf are a number of un-^ 
iQhal:»ted island^.' Oneof these is called bjr 
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the English the Tomb of Zoom^ from; a tradi- 
tion that one of the Generals of Alexander the 
Great was buried there. Another, isi- a. barren 
Tock, round which there runs so strong an 
ed^, that if a ship comes. within its vortex, it 
is infallibly dashed to pieces. 

. ^ QD,e c^, the greatest curiosities found in this ^q^] 
is, ft fish : which the English call Star-Jish, It is 
cipa^lar^^apd at night very luminous, rcseoibling 
the full moon surrounded by rays. Wheii 
touched, it is as soft as jelly, and appeared to 
me to be of a species between the vegetable 
and animal creation. If any part of it touches 
the human body, it causes a blister, which 

qflten, turns into a very troublesome^ sore. Fye- 

/•.■.'..■- '' ... • - . > 

q.ijenjtLy, during the voyage, I sat upon the deck 
^ night, for several hours,:. to .admire thgse. 
^traordinary phaenomena. :-!,>'. 

Soon after we entered the Sea of Oman, 
a contrary wind arose, which. ampunMj nei^rly 
to. a gale; but as itwa^^not aoeompanji 
rain, it did not much distress us. 



^ it m ^^rthy^oiytmis^ that, diiiiug the 
6&ai^^f iHj tf9¥^, I: siitled -Uirouglh 4he 
Ihdiard^ Southfiirb, atid Atlantic Ooemw, H&ii 
over die Mediterranean, Italian^ Ionian ^^Gm^ 
i9an)> Marmorean, Persian, and Oman Seas; 
in all of which I experiipneed' it6*ii4(»,^te»^ by 
the blessing of God, Sd no€ '^ustaitt-ahy 
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* Oi tbc $Ai 4rf^Suflfer we pffiseiiby Musckts^ 
hut not su^fibienUy near to see the laiid^^ slid 
tW following day w6 again ente^dd'&e Itibdiatt 
Seil, iwiiSGh comjdeted tfce circle of '^y navii^ 
gation; as the Bay of Bengal, whence I set oot^ 
is considered a part of this ocean. At this 
fl^ke- ^ had a view of the Eastern prbmon- 
tioijr of Arabia, which is called Rasalgat, a»ii 
10. 1 QO milea disfeat}t from Muscat. x^i 

On the 10th of the month Suffer, correw 
Spon^Eiifg mih iKe Sd of June, at one hour 
SjIber^'SujcMrise, we oa^' anchor in* the harbour 
of Bombay, bein^wiriun fow dagfs "of a year 
from the time of mr teavimr London. 



Ia juaitica ta th^ captain of :|he pgr^, I 
must fiiiy^ithat^ j;iotwi]th3tandi!^ ^ tassel, w^ 
t%y 3iwll>v >ve Ij^ , every oomfprt. Hfi bo^rd^ 
And that I pftssed xny tii^e very , pl^tuKintly . 

- Soon adar. ^he sbi^ tiad ainchored, | wenl 
Wj slwg<j,^#n4 proc(5ed04vJ»^rojPdiatfJ^^ tb(8 
Government House^ having had the hpo^qi;^ 
of being well known to Mr. D n in Ben- 
gal., As ^fvfaa api^rly m fa»ur> the .Goyonor 
was not.risen, Imt has servants were extremeljf 
attqntive^ showed me into a room^ and ask^ 
if I. wished for a hookah, or any other rer 
fmihmenti,: 






At eight o'clock/ 1 ^ya^ ilUonJifid ih^tr^th^ 
Governor was dressed, and wait^ .brcakiaatL 
for me. I immediately, paid, my respects to 
his Excellency, and was received in the most 
g<^eious and friendly ijoanAer; Heicongcatii^jated 
me on my safe returu ,to Ii>dia, and roq^tadt^ 
r. woiild favour hitn with my oo^pany i duf^^ 
die time I resided at fiomba)^,.,iA9>.hii)^^l^ 
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house- was full of guesjte^ be direeted bis ^teiivairdi^ 
to go and bire one for me in the neighbour-'' 
hood ; and before break&st waa finishedj-I wlis' 
informed the hquse was ready for my recefK 
tion : he then ordered his servants to supply 
me with every thing I ^yanted; and QOOcHided^^ 
with sayipg^ he should expect to see me every* 
day at breakfast and dinner, when i wa^^.^npt' 
otherwise engaged. The contrast between^ 
this receptionj ^nd that I had experienced, at 
Bus&ora, was so great, that my flings, quite^ 
overcame m^. ... . ^ 



i . > . 



During the course of the day, my friend^' 
Abd al Lutief Khan, (whom may God preserve !) 
having h^eard of my arrival, called oQ,me, and 
insisted upon my immediately acoon3ipanyi^ig> 
him to l\is.hoiase, a little way in. the country^ ^. 
As my chief object in coming, ta Bombay^, 
was to visit this illustrious friend, I could ^QLOtt^^i 
refuse hi^i, but was afraid of giving . x^fiepoei., , 
to thejGovernor. I however again w^rited pn, , 
his Excellency, and explained to him my ^ti:^,-; 
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aiio% W^n te sa0sb gracieusly said^ ^^ fijr all 
^^SO0aI%'igawa^d^enjoy the society of yoi;r 
^Sfrjieii<]s ;f4Nit -wheniBver business or pleasine 
^>^'H9^ yon tinto town, come axid occupy jour 
eh)(»$igey and ^ eat with me'' I returned his 
BsiwtfMby many thanks for his kindneiss, and 
wc0Mrtp^m»&dmy Mend; but/ as I had'ni£»iy 
a(^^^|MlttenAS4ri the town, and some buMtiesB 
to- :traiiMbt/ I found the Grovemor^s. house of 
great scrrice. Prom Mr. Lr^ — e. Member 
of Conndl, and Colonel G— — -n. Commander 
of the troops, and many others of the Bombay 
gentlemen, I also ei^perienced much attention 

and kiUdtMfss. ' 

■ - ■ ■ ■• • • • . ■ . . • 

I. 

^•llie-fslafnd of ^Bombay is : situated between 
the i^ghteehth and nineteeftth diegrees of north- 
em latitude/ and is rematkable for the purity 
6( itsair^ and the' excellence q£ its. iiiMen. Its 
ne}jghbcnirhood produces dlthe ftuits and grains • 
of fte'other parts of Ittdia ; but there are some^ 
grbtesdf majftgb- trees on the island rt^Kchr 
beai^fruit'of a Very superior quality. 
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file cftjrln^^ch aAf tlfe^^finglfeh ^kfc 
Is sitliated 'Wltfihitlie fort; the H<rt^ erf Whidi 
ate'fhi^ W four Stories Ti%h/ Aid' b^^^ 
brick and mortar, with painted doors andi^- 
dows ; but they have all sloped rooft, covered 
with tlt^, in the Etirbpeati fashion; attd there is 
• iio't a hotrile ki the toWii* td be dbniftoed i*fth 
the' Worst of those at' eht)ti^iftgfcy-' f^«?i*>f 
dactitta). The inhabilatits ariS tjhiefly^Bh- 
glish, Parstes, - IncBsm' P6rt!ogu[elSe/^ 
doos. 

." -« ■"■■■■•■ -'^ •.\= -.-. ■ ^^•. -s. ■ •;.. •■•:: '■•■ . ,.,. .'. 

t 1 V -. 

w 

The ?brsees are descended frdrt the andetit 
'Guebt^s, or S*xn^ippers of fire. Abtet elev^en 
Imrtdred years ago, many of tfieim^ fled fr0m 
■' i^efSii, ^tt i4fcd>utft ittf the eAtei^v^ izeaKand 
bpfit^^ons" of the Mussulman^ aftd settledat 
S3raC/ ^Bombay; iBtnd other plabes^oo- tliis 
cOitst- llfey ai« liow so much kidrtasedo in 
iMimbcrs, that niost- of the artffioers: utkid 
isetVanti art ^BottAay are olt Iteit iaeiLh -.^e- 
' veral oT these are^ respecftable 'inefdiaats ; 
and a few are possessed of very great iveaith. 



b^■!'i•.■^''.i ,jiir.c7 Ji'--. -"ri^ !'f .?•-!•'• • f • ; ;,.-• ■■. 

21 3T^l%y,-rPS?;ei; ^t,«poarry or eo^jt yri^ 
d*W Ifirts^iS^^if q^r pe9ple, they : are,,^ jY^ry 
-b»i9^ iq^^i«fiSifu»djGoIour, and are. jBj^pc^fpd 

-il»t y|ft;*?v^ #lt?g?d^ ! iPi . thft ; wnalle^t ; 4egr«e, 

' oof. 
Maay of the English philosophers contend, 

jdteA-sdiilp^^jfi});*!^ .jQtr.pn^ :jtl» sun, 

a4Q^ nek;* aU.apct.,th^^l?gaa^^;colg\^i 

m^MP<e*ilinriSJ!ppO|^ of 5 t^iisn^jg^jnfpt^j^ . two 

i i itrhcv in the. . co^^ o( naany ^8fttPFi^;T:l??ve 
iiiTUAzr:itk.iwy:. degree .changed vthp^pr c^^jf^ : 
ijiimtcMrUm ajuom i$ .tjnie, Itcai^io^^.^^^ 
-e>^rehewi vrby Europ^ns shoi^ be £atif^J^i- 
; anpians . Uack> and lndi»[is of. . ^afi^hj^cfPP^ 

cc 2 



Trtifi; Pitf sees affirm, that they i^bmtSB tfltars; 
^id some 0^ their skcxed 'Sve; bothr d£f ^lu^ 
l¥et^ bHyitght fMn TetiAk eigHt hisfioM(i yciM 
ago/ They worship two Deitieai^lone!^ • tita^ 
principle of all good, whom they iGalIl%2uAi»n 
the other, the prtii*tpfeibf b^ili '*«iamed 
^jiherirrian I but as - thfe- huinto' mi&tag^''ai«ayB 
gBvfem^d more by fear" 'tiiari % jgraUtt^ 
the Parsees are mtich more)' a^ndoou^' m 
their devotions to the latter, than to the fornier 
Deity. ' -■. T 



I • : - , . ■ • 



-' • They^ire -exdgedJrtgly jeslou^of ^th6 >irepi»- 

^atioii caFkheSr Vi^bii*^ ^«hd iifthey tSwii sxsipeik 

*k feiiiffle^bf^iApropirlWyi thiftjr «4credy tti|te 

''ifway'with Hefi' Thfey asre not howeveripos- 

'«id£ied 6fn spslrk of Kberality or gentility s Bone 

^6f ^thfem 'ever came to ?i8it me^durii^ >A)^ 

'itejSideitee'at^ Bombay, 'much iess'to ihvitx^^iiie 

to their houses. This possibly majr havfe' pro- 

ceeded from an idea, that my rank was so 

p sfijftirlbl' to theirs, I would have teRiseS their 

' invitations.^--'-- ..••■:,: ^ ■■,-. ^j.. , .;r ;.- * -vft 



/ 

.i The. oxjly Pf^se^ I.wjia ever.; n^uftijited 
with/ v^ho p^ses9ed it liberal educakiQi^^ vm 
Mioola Firois, whpm I met at the house of, j» 

ftiend.* He was a sensible and well-informed 

. . • ' , - •> 

maOy ^who^haid travelled into Persia, and had 
theore studied, mathematics, astronomvi and the 
sciences, of 5&oroaster. Hie spoke Persian veiy 
^cienJtly> jbuJb I did not think much of l;iis poetry 
m that language^ 

Two miles to the north of the fort there 
is another town, entirely inhabited by the 
natives of India, in which is an ^excellent 
bazar, from which the market c^ the fcH;t is 
supplied, hi the yiciiaity: ^r^ ; a. , nmi)l)pr of 
gacdens and ordiai^, bielbngi^g ^(Q t^qus 

persons of opulence in the i^lai^; .aj^ ^V^vsi 
gix^vj^sof cocoa-trees, which are plmted j»l very 
Ahick^. that there is ^carci^y any c^jrculfttign ,of 
ait; between them. . . / .: 

Tb^ lower jcl^s^ of. pec^le at fiora^ are 
the worst looking of any I have seen Ja •il^iUa : 



the^ are 6? a'Smail slatiire,' ^^ery' otic^i and 
nothing but' skin arid borie. Some of the 
Parsee women are/indeeSj^afge^ fai^ ana fsurV 
but they have very coarsfe features^ and doTq 
disgusting manners. I had oiften Heard tliat 
the mhabitants of Surat, which is only a few 
days journey north of Bombay, were remarK.- 

ably handson^e, but I cannot beheve it : the 

.'\-'\ --ji : ' ■■•-. . ^^-j-l '^''-U ii:D§s 
idea has, I suppose, ongmafed from the fair 

complexions of the Parsees ; but, m my opi- 

nipn, the women of Bengal have much more 

"i^y K ■ ^: ' '.•-■'■■' ''■■ ■■' ■■"■ ' <^''^' ^v' ^"-iT 
life and vivacity about them, and are in every 

respect preferable. 

•^ ••• ^vj -•'•'■ "^ *' '-''r'^- *. • ■■•'■^■'i^ .'^--.cx n)^-.:- \frj'/ 

Between tjie town and the fort there is 
.an extensive plain, which is always ctovCTed 
with 3 fine verdure, and is kept for exercising 
the troops, and for the inhabitants to erijoy 
the fresh air. From the western sidfe of tms 
pjaiu is an extensive prospect of the sea ; 
and on the eastern side there is a very de- 
lightful "^ view of the woods and mouhliams of 
the Concan. ' ■ ' ' '' ^ ^' 



r,^i»^ fm of Bombay }8 ^^roi^r ^^lar^r^j 
tha|;i that of .Calcutta : it is defended on one 
^ide \fy the, sea^ and encompassed on the 
tj^e^ qthers by a deep and wide dit9h^ which 
is ^lled from the sea.^ The ramparts and 
bastions are all constructed like those of Cal- 
cuita ; but all roupd the interior of the ram- 
part there Ip a brick wall, to prevent the 
earth from being washed away by the rains. 
There are several gates, the entrances to which 
are defended by draw-bridges and portcuUisses. 
This fort w^ originally constructed by the 
European Portuguese, when ^they possessed 
very extensive power in India ; ^nd was giVen 
to one of the Kines of England, as the mar-^ 
riage portion of a Princess of Portugal : since 
that period it ha$ been in the possession of 
the English, who have much strengthened 
and improved it. * 



r?v^ ^/i- 



, The most respectable and worthy of thie 

Jib 'fry; < .-, ■.* .# .,. ,. ., ;,?♦ ;t,^ f^.j.^ 

Mohammedans who resided at Bombay, during 
my visit to that place, were, First, Abd al 

■''. ■no'./ ^rf."- 



«^ .Akim^itM^Mf /tmm 




' A ,<4 



4ef K^p> .. a geiittenHiast : despaided from ;9 
VCtT .ai)cient Persian &nn!w and diatingoisheflji 
9i|Cn0Dgst the leamedi as the author of th& 
TaJ^i al AcOum (The Rarity of. the World). 
From him I received the moat solid pcoo% cj^ 
ffieiriship and kindneaSji aad was hi^ gu^t 
during a great part <rf the time* , . , .. f ; .. , 

Secondly, Agp. Huspeiij^ the ncf^hj^w^ of 
Majy Kheleel, the unfortunate ,|^er;^i^!a i^ 
hassadpr (who was killed during: the.alfray 
between the Persians of his sinte. and th^ 
Scjpoyp/ of his^uard of honour). He wa^ ar 
^jmhle and genteel young man^ and ;had nol, 
quite revered firoin the ^effects of §V9 or .six. 
i^PVuidf i^^iphfhe;rjeceivedin th^ contest f. ^ivt^ 
i^a^,. Waiting, at Bombayy ift expect^ion qi 
l|f^ afppihted JUio^ba^ in the, room Q^ 

I)i3 de^^aiBi^. ; unclei. and, in <xmseqUeiioe, v^h 
c^ved a liberal pecuniary d)jk>wance frontj 
the; Gprnpany. He lived in a ; handsome . jtylt,: 
and ifeffeently invited me ^to his paities. He 
a&iJI^d W5 . a ; numb^ ; Of qjiestiona ^ j«f(^tingi 



fihie beftMre* 1 qttitt6d Bmnbay, he redet#U 
in*aH^cii;- tftat-Aga'AW aPNubby, the )^ 
il8nififitt?fchaftt'i ^w^ ippbinted to fill the statJoii 
(iFfei* tingle; ''MieKvety much mortified hiiifi,' 
and he was obliged to return to Pewia. - '" 

>^' TmHf, M?rza Mdi«y laian - Tie m« by 
bfflli a: P^'ii; ailrid 'cstt\i& t6 ^eek hfe forttff^ 
iW^tei;" m-mt yisftM the Court' <^^ltg^ 
mia.^; ■ at- Hyderabad : h* ' then -cattife' '«i!r 
I)uekiio\H ' wherei by the iift^est 'of Mf. Iftr 
jiiii_iin!,lh«i dbtaiiied ahupprfhtkniht'jTkrf M^ 
of art" expiensive turn of riiiri^, ficl-^l' tiitb' 
difficulliesi 'out of some of Whi^ ■ I leiti^fetgeF 
Hlhi. ' Me' afterwai^ wet^t 'fo fiten&fiii;- t<rheif^- 
he #tti- tioticed' by'Mfi'liMi-th'i''^fal'''vaK3P 
titat gtiittettiatt was i^poin^M" db^^f^t^ ^ 
Bwnbaf, -hefdltewed W«* 'to **hftt''pHioe)"y^ 
MhiD-i-i^' hail -a Vety" HigR' opiiSm'W^M' 
3liK[ties;%e>iseiHt Kttn^^'te •the-'BaStifftdii^CioiHiJ- 



^Ai dppcnntfment not: nieeiii^. ividi jkhe Cqshi^ 
currenoe of the GovernoivGenera^ j^i^ Wjasi 
recalled, and rewarded with a pension of eight 
hundred rupees per month. There were^beindes 
Uiese, several respectable and ojNjilent Mok$H^. 
medan merchant^^ but qnon^ Of J:heiA j^^ig^n^ 
of cdnsequence. ^ , ? : mj ?,.u^; ] . 

> 

' EWring the forty-five • datys JrTr^mmiwdMftt 
BbbAiay, J din^^ once xir twice esutb week iVrJ^ 
j^,.;fj^uui— ii> and every. Mondayi^veniik^isd)^ 
f«idedi his balls et the Government Piouse? 
tiftter^ I *had - ail ic^iporfeunity of i^ seeing alkthi^ 
fikdre«^ «hd^^riiid thehsetiH^ 

■*'-* '-■^v*>^-''^i..>J .-■■ ^ .. .. . •■'. '.. V ■:";.i; ;•];".■ 'Vnfi 

- 'Tfteqnierillj^ expressed to Mn EK*t-s:k imy 
wli$bt(r{)roce^' to 'Bengal^ and ceqi^esti^ ^ Jb;i$ 
^ttk^ iM-ckmt^ ' meva passiige ; but. b/e.ji^i^ 
ibbt ^A^r^ to my leaving 'him< ^o 8Qon>raail4 
kindlyisaidj he was convinced I was npt 4^^ 
fe^ently ti^eovek^ from . the fetiguea of/; Hfry 
joarn<ey> to^ comqieticor. <anothfr > vi^ysag^^h )p^ 
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^*'Afr length ttiie Borhbay frigate, a v€>ryriw»; 
vi^Mll3^otiging'td die Comfwiy, having ht&k 
cftflferid rotetrf lo^GateUt?ta, he informed me^ feat 
if I was tired of Bombay, he wotdd dwect this 
captain to take me on board, and to pay every 
^eh^kMi^to ^ni^ aeeommodaiti<m and eomtc^ I 
ife^tted;? I^ouiitnBver tire of any plaieelwb'W%)jis 
Ehsc^teneyTe^ed^bttthatl t^^ vei^ anxiq[USrt0 
wd&m^fmi&y)^ from vhotn I had Ji;>eeip^ sepor^t^ 
feHsdterjfbyewrs V I wfn^the^re&rej^e^bi^aic^^vij^ 
kUiid ^efFerli He t imxiieAx9J(>e\y^ m^kfotfGBf^f^ 

H «, the commander of the frigate, f^^^t 

having introduced me to him, commended me 
t^'his eai^'and protecttoA. -Byt^t|iij^r,^aiis I 
^(^^ conveyed to Calcutta free .<^^,^3^(;e^€i,; 
kikeifea^i if I bad taken myfaimiigs^if^ ^l^i^ 
tel^nt^faip, i should havebefOi^ig^^t^ 1^ 
400Cf*Wp<se^ (J€^250). In rfiort^^ tjtQ^JsiiiHln^ 
iC* Mt*. B***^**^^^ was. such, thM I am ^jftjpgf 
M wdtt^ ta ei;|n;€«ti4cny cdoJig^ions jto hiin<ro 
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396 TBAYEhB 6t: ABJf TAh^B. 

Q^ the 26th of Rubby al Aval. (l6tk;of July), 
I embarked on board the Bombay frigs^e ;; and^ 
as the wind was favourable, we were soon under 
\^^ and in f leven dtjtff a^riwii^ without, any 
particular occurre.aqe> in J^asore I^oads^ at the 
QAouth of the- Ganges, During this voyage^ 
Captain H ' V< . & and his wi^ Vfho ^^&i^"<Jti 
board, behaved to me with the greate^^l£|^ 
9ea&>a]3d«atteptio]i ; and^ as^ 4hei^^«hip was^^v^ 
wdmy i and' m fm^ order, I had €ve^ ^esbAil^ 
&at ii^ proouitable at sea. >. > a. ./::.ds»*l]f 

ihiWk^i^vei detained ^ome daySj^ v^itit^ ^ 
a^fttldt i «t> i^gth one came on-'board, bM 4a 
two days oan^ritdthe shi|) up the riv^-^e Rlltaaj^ 
where I got on board a small boat ; and on the 
^wiingKif the 45 th R^bbry Assai^ J24S^l*CQrT 
jpaappiuiiag with ; liie -4th \vii Augaal aaos^ii 
toodeit safely in^Gakjutta, ^n4 rebinied'^ thookf 
God &»'.tlvf^fv^ea^^01^^ 
my native shqres. 






Finis! 
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' ^ Sec Vol. I: p.^9. 

V^oxiosvEir 'Symbs retiirnod^ te> India /te' ite 
)^^ J(r801^ aiid etirly in the following ye^ wa^ 

Pf^^t^^/Court of Ai«ai.vbefe»reen^»dhicii,.^iftd 
the British (Indian) Gw^^mment^ ven^rserimis 
miimndet^tanding had taken place : which cir- 
cV^iWBjbdD^# a^UM tp the iateigoes c^ the Ftendi 
^ )tKat GiHiift^ reiideFed fthi^ 'Hegoqii^tioi^TstiU 
nH}t^?ddfikult-th6ii t^ ^iH-Jiier^mt^sion.^ rr-. / ^/ 

V. SuKth' li^ad* the nator^ 0f ^h^ dispaiMy^iiiBk 
bis Birman Majesty ^s • ^eased to iffiyp^b 
phUib G>iirt^ : that > no otbfer' man ibafe'<33lbnel 
Miehael^Sylnes^ <QDii!d^ '• hai^'Peeonciled) haW to 
the En^iilh. - ^o'^-, v'*iMi ♦' 

The abHities 'i^Qd/^al iManifef^ed on this 
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i^afteb/jtfie cetum ^ th© Enib*$^yt,^mf>A^,3,^o 
appoint Colonel Symes to a very high^j^^.^if^*' 
portant situation at the Court of Dehly ; but 

i'smeti^ illness obUge4«il^imMt9.^¥)tf)C|^i^Hithese 

:^flatteriiigprpspect^>^n4 U^€n>bjwfei iathprffld 
'^oClSOaiforEuropei: o' . vO' ot toinioqqB 

;ii I )v When the unforttAmte:!^ esptec^kioi^itinjd^fer 
>8iti John Moorei vrats rpknnedji/jG^loDdrSjnnes^ 
i>«iliO' ^was then one^ of^:theoasaifittoWliS\"&i!3jflie 
^^liguarter-master Genfiiid!s .. d^»rtfnei»tr. i9X)diti^ 
a'ft badistete.of heftkh^iiieliiu)uwbfii!^b^g^it^t^ 
to tske the command of the 76th regimQQ$v£;^e 
soon after embarked for Spain^ under the com- 
.^^taitild of <af»ef|y[ .Baird^ bjt ^hosa: (j|||^Ionel 
bSyiWB ^ iv^rsj^eaifrfOjjedvtQ y in^p^tc tl^^ |ta|ei f of 
jldofi Sf)anisb'armiea« His reporte tO%t^i^.i ^- 
,f:jediithaf&sjappeaned in, the ,4c6om?ti <a£;/lfept 
besp^dttiOn. > {a the. perfprmjuace o( thif dii^^ 
rjCgliEinel $3m\^ rode eighty miles ppst^^fayer J^d 
: roads^ in one day; which events -being ^U 
, , lomA .by the harassing : retjTeat . tj^Coru^t^n^ ^o 
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^ he dted t^ * <fey^ after the trodpso hfeulATO-^ 
embarked/ \' 

It #bs>durhig the mterval betwa^en Cdbfcei 

•*8ynii^^*S' return from Ava, and his being 

appointed to Dehly, that Mirea: Abu: ^aleb 

arrived in Calcutta. The latter lost no time 

't^fanitistofijgf; t[ie> fnend, and^ war fori veeveral 

,^moi$ihk^t» fr^uieint gue^val/ h^ lable^oWbore 

»l!lkef5Ti^W«t©r' of this Work had i<ix^i^:ihc 

^<pl^6€ire ^^2 meeting him^ tikkl «Kf heafki^t]:]^^ 

•^i^lftte a' dumber of anecdotec^ respec^ihgJhis 

'#aveli5. 



1 .' . .'. ' 
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^ >'^i When the Colonel was appobitfed to Dehly, 
' Abu Taleb requested to aocopipanyvhau, laid 

-^ be appointed his assistant : Imtlthiscj^hame 
'^ving been frustrated by the CQloneFs^ulkie^s^^ 

iie • proceeded up the country, to 'hi^^ fiqjend 
''Mr/ Augustus Brooke, at Benaras, th^«)Kia^h 

* Whose hi terejst and recommendatioi^ heT^ias^ 
' appdffrtted Collector of one of the di^t#ic» of 



( 4Q0 ;) 

finndlecund; and died in that situation^ in the 
yeariI806. 

As he left but little property, the East-India 
Company have genermisly ' sfettled a pension 
npcm his wife and family. 
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Appendix B. 

l|»e Vol.1. p.SfiS. 



1 HE following Tract, on the Lib^ties of the 
Asiatic Women, was written by Mirza Abu Taleb 
Khan, during his residence in England, and 
was translated by his friend and shipmate. Cap- 
tain David Richardson ; who, it is to be feared, 
has perished iti one of the naif sing ships from 
India. It was published by the intelligent 
author and compilerj Mr. Dundas Campbell, in 
the Asiatic Annual Register of the year 1801. 



Vindication of the Liberties of the 

Asiatic Women. 
by mirza jbu taleb khan. 

Onb day, in a certain company, the conversation 

turned upon Liberty, in respect of which the £m- 

,6LisH consider their own customs the most perfect 

in the world. An English lady, a^drea^i^g herself 

VOL. II. D ]> 
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V- to m^,' 6b«erVed; that fhe womtk oJF Ae^a iultb^ tio 

* tibeny. at adi, btit Kve like slaves^ witkbut hdnotilr' ^i^fid 
^ authority, m the houses of their hUsbliids J and ^e 

cehsured the men for their uttkindikdiM^^'^ttld'itiie 
women, also, for ftnbmittSng to b^ s6.tttiderviB(}uekl. 
However much I attempted, hj varicros way^ <6 tdi-< 
deceive her, (and in truth, said 1, the oiee b e)i#eiSy 
the revtscse, it is the European woiken wtu^'^^^ilb^ 
possess so much power,) yet it did- not- bHifi^^^ifdiv- 
viction'to her mind. She hbw6vfer btgarf'tdWiW;r5n 
1iier6wii'b^itii6n; arid ftUiri^ infe a^crtiBt, ¥%fi6Wetf %^ 
me to write something oh the'siibJee^''thSi^pttt«p6'rt:^f 
whlfeV sh€^- migflt comprehehd 'kt bS6f'V}iky;^^iyd b« 
iCAableittCJ didtkiguidh the'trntbfirdlii'fM^ttiiboa^'t^ 
the same wrong opinion is deeply rodt3ed9n'th^%iiilil8 
ot' aQ dther Europeatis, and has been fieqt^iE<Eitl]r't3fefb]^ 
' this iidd fdrth, I considered it nece^sa^ry to Writer fbv 
lines concehiing the privileges of thfe fbmaf^ ktiSf^%s> 

* ei^«iA>li^hed, both bylaw and custom,- in Asik'^jttjid 
in Europe; omittihg whatever was common tdl|>0fh, 

'^'irid noticing what is principally pectfUiit «> eelfili^in 
'^ Ihannbr of Comparison, thftt the distmdtbn^^Miy 
- Hieifie more eaiiily made; and th^jeal state ofi th^M^i^ 
^hSiotiit evident to those capable of^disd^mimht.-' I'^ii 
^ ' It mulKl be •first laid down^ai» isi generai-JiiMii^iftbaty 
vin^sGcial >order/7e8J|yect^iio teke?«txitt^o&Joc{Uityrria«id 
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>ojWi»4*ttW iv &to Qthjawise^/ th^ liberty p£ we wqyUd 
^.^i)A^^r^i^^y§?M tbe -liberty of anotiier^ :th^fis,,,if 
vM p6wpn,b^at Aftfwty to 4o with his own house wJ^at 
.bW^ j^d«g^>.thfJ sa|ety,:9f, J^jaeigtii)ouri8, tbi^jinust 
-Ap i* cliJrwt^^p)|)flWt^jtl^l|o^t^^ of ftfeat>l>eigh- 

yioiSB^ijfesI {i§ii" TJ?ke Jittle mt^riWir^a[i^j^i9epjj fnad 
y/»BQ«h»^yftQai;vi€w^'^,.a4B€^iyi tQi^layf^jm^ .t|^f ir 
€*D^*%feittr* aprf this ,18 tte <^ifif:of,ti^^y*i*;;;IJa^^ 
bihfisibMii .the, .fiws« .i>f those fa\^ j^t^n^^mt^i^fMmd' 
,AMh« Sajj^f^^ women,,, ^hi^t-tb^^ 
aA^i^9ifon»m4ead9:;th^^ to waikfout^i^ ti^ sU^td 
yMkdtiO^li^l^fdae^ hut tfa^ thek,b^s^n4^K^ tj^iem 
t;iAu4i.^P9i. wd fitetjjg^fu-ds p^^ the dope,, }t.flifiYJ|)e 
here ohaerfe^d^j that ib^. s^lYaiiUages of;4hJL%iii4^ iif^- 
«icaaErjr^xwfakb fM:C¥^9^ all the ;evik i^K)q[i the 

l^iadi^ittipceiof Mraiigmy jipd.48<>F4s,99>wi€;ii.ttinqTl^^ 

D D 2 
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work and useful /iqimplpymexita^ are so very manifeg^ 
that they need not be enlarged upon^ and besides, tho 
practice, in London, of keeping tkt doorsof the housed 
shut, and the contemptible condition of the-Dutoh ^ 
the Cape, are sufficient proofs. NotwithBtandim^ 
thii^, tht custom of the intercourse of the s^x^s is 
allowed in England, and it;is owing •both.totbetfore^ 
of virtue and good manners generally rto he iouu4i^ 
the English, and to the apprehension of , other., gi^p^at^ 
inconvenieacep,. the chief of which ;arr€;fou5 ais^l^re^ 
mentioned, and whose effects are not felt jajAsia.. 
Oife of these is, the high price of things,, and the «maH 
numbiAr of servants and rooms ; for wef€; there a s^p^a:^ 
i^ate 'bouse and table and equipage for t^e wife^ th^ 
expense would be too great to be bomi^; 4^ thc^fc;^:}^^ 
of aecessity,. both husband and wifip^e^t tbieir foo49 vritl^ 
ifaeii^ giiestfly m* one place, sleep togeditr in tfa* flMoe- 
chamber, and <.ieannot- axroid being always in :eaQlv 
Mher's company; contrary to the custonfr in Aaia^ 
Where, by reason of the cheapness of work, the yrosnen* 
have separate apartments for themselves,. and faavre 'Hot 
t€i'«aake their tnne and/ convenience suit that of tbeii) 
httisbiatids^jl' and when their particular friends arewitk- 
thetn^ they do not desire their husband's company^ftnr^ 
Several days, but send his victuals ta him in the muiT'n 
dannah (or male apartments); and,;in. like mmneiv 
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wh6i' the hiisband wishes to be undiKturbed,' he eats 
and sleeps in the nmrdannafa« 

^ A seodnd ^daa&pe is' ** The coldnes6 of this climate!^ 
#h4cH requires fcxercise and walking, ahd the htisband 
l^^iteepiti the akmc'bed with his wife : but conceal*- 
filent fron!ifVie# ife ihcoflifMitibk with walking; and 
tyJfdrtheiseceind fcaae, anothbrr caufee is the watnt of 
rdoi^yfdf, otherwise, it is the natural disposition of 
MiAdS^Sl "ivbiti uniier distress and afBictioti of n^iiid, 
td^ilrish Atquefntly for privacy and uiiresttaint, aafl 
sfe^ih-a-irobmaterte;'* '?■ .■: •^^^ 

•'AikM'tsottse fe'^^ "Hie pteople here being iH of olw 
kind ^ ^ 'fbr^ ' id this kingdbm; phced in i tbr&ttist 
thcJ globe >(irhere there i^ no- 'C6mi»g 'and going ^ 
feireigheti, the ihtercourse of the sexes is lalot'utteridud 
#ith the <;oii0equjencd8 tff » cofmiptlottof mUnner^ 
$sdn JiMjAi iHficire pedpk i)f vof ipUff jnadoBSr dvv!eU ilk 
jdba saqae oity^' And to ^lo^ the; women su£h,,a liberty 
ihere, wbei?e th^fn^ is such danger of ci^rmiptioB, )^ul4 
lye tn encroaisbment: tipoa the iibelty rOf:,the m^ 
iiUbicb^(as sho^to in the beginnklg) is 'coiitrary.19 
justice^; and that a corruption of manners must eniiue^ 
Inhere ^v^Hovis kinds of people mi):. together, J($ tp^ 
fAnd^nl to 'I'equire demonstration. Before the.MussulT 
miuis entered Hindustan, the women did not conceal 
thembehres firom view $ a^ eyen yet^ in all the Hindu 
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villages, It 18 not customary: and it is wdl'krfowiiteWr 

inviolable the Hindus preserve their oWh custom'^ and 

how obstinately th^y are attached to them ;' but hcrir 

so rigidly do the women in the great towns obserVfc 

this practice of concealment Iroih view, thjit the*blide 

does not even show herself to her father*ih-liw/' aifii 

the sister comes but seldom into fhifc pres6iic6'6f ^hihr 
brother: ^ ^ .. /. ..aio^ 

:' Jd fourth cause is '* The necessity which t»:6\ficff8- 
pean women have to acquire exjperience in ''the aMiirs 
of the world, and in learning various arts, 6n accb'iiht 
of the duty that belongs to them, t(6 take pah iSfi fe^r 
husband's business," which experieiifc^ cOuId lidt* be 
obtained by keeping in concealment: ^hewais the 
Alities'^of the Asiatic women, consistihgdhl^'iti'lriiSr- 
iflg" the ' Custody of the husband's plnoperty, 'ttfid 
5iiiigiri"gup the chiidfen, they ' have' iio 'OccAlifoii^-fbr 
such experience; or for layiiig aside tfreir oWii- custbin 
of concealment. Wha:t has been jtist 8aid,'was- to 
«h6w that the Asiatic womeii have no neicessity to 
expose their persoiis; but it must tflso be bbs^r^Sd^ 
that they have many reasons for preffefriitig' privacy. 
One is, the love of leisure, and repbsli itdtH the ftti^e 
of niotion : a second is^ the desirt of preseHing^^ tHfeir 
Honour, oy not mixing with the vulgar, nof suflSftiSiig 
the insults of the Idw sind mde, Whb 'At^-aHviys 
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t^lng along the streets; a feeling in CQinmon with 
ibe wives of European noblemen^ wbo^ to preserve 
.t^eir dignity^ 9r^ n^ver seen walking in the sftreets^' 
^(Lalso with, ladies in private life, who when wallcii^ 
put. at night^^and even in the day^ are always attended 

khy^ a ip^e friend or servant to protect th^m. ;T^e 

• •'•*'■ ' ■ • «. ■ ' . . 

^Qt^ui^ ^wbiofei thje European women have, that t|^e 
women of Asia never see a man's face but t^r 
bw^^'sjii 3ftd .^r^> debju-r^ firpm ;aJl ami\sepieiit 

.IMj^ sof^ety^ proceed entirely from trjisinfonnation : 
J^^ey. cf^sp l^^ep company witb their husband, afid 
j^er^s,|];i9le>r^lat,ions9 and with<>14 n^igI}bours/and 

jdomestl^c^ ; an4 ^ mealj^ tbepe «Tg ^WJ9t)(s ^any m^ 
.and wQxpcpL of this description present; .4^d they <^ 
{Q^iu. t^r p^n^keens to the hoijisi^s of their rdat^o^ 

;,^d of l^i/^ 9^:;^^r pwn.rank^ 9veQ. ajthpujigh tJb,e 
^u^bands ^^ linacayainted ; ;^d ,als9 to 3yaU^, in g/afr 

.,den^ aft^ stfapgers are exc|uded ; an^^theycan ^end 
for musicians and dancers, to- entertain them at their 

■* " • . r, . ... . . . ; ^' 1 , . ■ , ■ , , J ■ J J 

owf^ houses J and they have many other pc^odes of 
amusement besides these mentioned. 

^Th^ sec(m4 ih " The privilege of the husband, by law, 

"•■■'■- • ■ ■ ■ . '> . ■ ■ . t'l] '•} ' 

^if) maxm s^y^ral yirives." This, tQ the European, wo«r 
f jjien^ seems, a grievous oppression; and they bold 
Vfc^oae.very cheap, vybo submit ,to it.^ But, in trujh, 
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imn . the. : boiiibaiuily the feycral le«t mcnjitlfts :i»C 
Upegiifliiovj and tioie of tucklmg^ and besides^.tlMBC^ 
ite Asialic womea have iniaisf otlier tiines for.4>eiag: 
Mparatfi^firoai their httsbaikds. This prhrUege not being, 
idlowed bf the &ig^i^ kw^ i» indeed a great' hirdshf^' 
ii)^n <tie Eiiglish husbaAdi ; #her««B the Atfittit^kmi^ 
{leniki^tiitg polygamy^ do^ the husband" jtisti^^^tf«|d'- 
i«t<6ng» not the Wife ; Ibf the hoiiMf df^the^^j^t^aM"^ 
equal Wife is not affected by it j those woiftihlf l^tiia 
«<iStnh^ to many #ith am^med^iuty ootiicfngiiaid- 
»Aif!t«diirtd4he^si>c}ety of Wies, W^theyiard'rfever'dE: 
high •<* Wafthy ' fi»ni!tesy tm niaii of *h«>AOiif ' ^vfei-c 
Jfliiwinil^^ts dinghter te^mftke sutth a ma:)rHage. • Threb 
liroifc" itf Vhicfr Aese-o&er wiVes^'iWft'is Mrfi : the^^'i 
t^o ai* rfii gwitee}'e!3rtfaftibh,htfre*^ 
ftir tlieiriistJPircsif Hfce kejM; imistrestes in England f-^lteA' 

■ 

tlr^ who art 'h6t, live in the house* <rf th^'€i|ual^ 
wife, like servants, arid the husbimd iit tim'CS fcohv^ft ^ 
hirnifetfto fhem'm a claiidestiile minAef/ Bestd^A^i-* 
these wives eanriot invade any of the rights 'Of srt<(!«^' 
tqnal'wife; for'allhou^ they And thdf children- torfe^-;" 
by law ^qfelly entitled' i6 inheritance, yet, slriit*fe*tta«c> 
ieqtial\v!fe iiever iHjimeis wtthd^t A' -Vety large dbwr^^J 
p^flerfi&pon her, all that the httsbaWd fcaVcs goes'tb^:! 
jkhcT^ayiiient bf^ihis dowryj^hd ^tie%liixig^^^r€ttmiiks/fc4b^^ 



hi» htiTSi The tpinlotk that Che men 0f AsiUihm^ 
geiievAlljr dir6e-6f four wi¥c^,>is ^eff yi&>uftded^'ftr 
in cothttum tiiey. iiaVe. oaly^ oiie;; eiit ti£: m fimxmtHi^ 
^hfirojivili he ££ty :pen6Qiu 'perhaps^. wUo. ham^^^Mfc 
qmtd twof 8iui.i8i|od^of.thate#h]9:faanrft nidrer. think 
tw9^.i The fear of the bad consequences of poil^pauf^ 
maktB^rmtO, imbaiit wilh : patie^e to (he ti^sf^^ <)f 
sepoirajtioa firom. the- eqoal wife, ai^much th» beUar, 
vtaji ; ifiTy irotik.Vfkfit 1 knovv^it iseiBiort^^i^e -^iili. 
twa.4igre$»ea/than two wives. < . ;..i ...<;-, 

'Th^ikkd'v^ ^^The^poWerof 4iWrce txtin^ in^rrttt 
btods t)f the iMi^balid/' Thisk id ordaiMdb^ te\9j Jbto- 
not pr^ctited^; 'for i|? a gra^t oifetice te.thief |&otiv^ Ii^^ 
divorce a wife> - and kF it be p(^0^ tfgaiaktHhift^, ,^- 
received punUhment by the ^order ^ the .a^s$$M!j^ 
or from tliie hvsbandf («rith 4iiiu>iieurteac!e i;if <iQ h^., 
relatioiifti atid if the office tie rof 41 tnyial ii|«U|r^3f4 
as a difference of (emp&p and tinapcial^lit^j^' ^e imii^^ 
band punishes her^ bjr tearing t^ fbi[ialfi jpsjln^ 
andiiviag iit his own. But tha r^so^ 4^^>^KB^o 
being -at the wilt of the husband^ iies, '^njh^ v/^;, 
ju^itie 441 the law, ait^d the distinction of. ,lhi i^ale; ^g$^ ^ 
over the female, on acccnuit of the greater; i;)w^.the]r^< 
take-in the matiageinefi)t^ «f the world; for, ^ ijthe.. 
latK>i4o6s w^k fiilla to their lot, auob a^ (AAryiB^^ 
h<*ty hiwtb«iu^ war, .repujsmgjjni^ft*!^^ 
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* mi tke woflften generally spend their livea in repose and 

.viquiet. ' NevertfaeleM> if the wife estaUishes a ciiminal 

;4g0ence against the husband^ such- as an un£w dis- 

^ribation of his time among his wiyes, .or a dinunu- 

Sion of the necessaries of Ufe, die caa obtain a diwrce 

mspite qf him. . ; u.. . /. ^n 

ThQ fourth is, ^^ The little icredit tbje laiff^ftU^^hes 

Itothe evidence of women. in A6ia^V.j&)rj:Ju;ija..-90urt 

of justice^ every fact is proved by th^.Xe^stij^Qjfy of 

two men; but if women be the.witnesse^^, fo^ are 

Mqulred. This does not aris^ from Uve? sup^rJ4)rity 

pflthe one over the other^ but it ift founded M,pois^ the 

little experience aad knowledge wonjien.,. pQSsess^ 

#uid the fickleness of their dispoAitions. .. , ., t. 

. The Jifth is, " The Asiatic womeA^bf^Vtfig.to Jl^ve 

■off going to balb and entertainments, and wearing 

ahowy dresses and ornaments, aft^r their busbmid's 

death/' This ^is owing to their gre^tt affection for 

.their husband's memory, and their own modes and 

J^ia^its; for there is nothing to prevent a woQian's 

,.^ doing gtherwise, or marrying a second husband, but 

' th^ dread of exposing herself to the ridicule and 

. . /censure of women of her own rank. 

/. c The sixth is, '^ The. Asiatic daughters not having 

..the liberty of choosing their husbands." On. this 

. head nothing need be said ; for in, Eprope this liberty 
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far melrefy At^mmal^ as, without tte ?mli of tlie ftriier 

£ttid- mother^ the daughter's choice ii of^nbiavai} y ind" 

- whatever c^ioice they make for her^-iribeiiiust 'svAmit 

■ td? 'atid' in' its efl!tet% it gervefl* Oblyto cilteotiragt 

' ¥iiimiTi^ anira/ (as th^ male and female slaved in India 

do), and to breed coldness and tremble amohgst the 

itttxtibtrt oF^ ftmily. ' But granting that ^uch d liberty 

'iSbfe e^ist Jn England, the disgrace and misfery it must 

- 4Wi^' entail is ^ very evident. The choicfe <rf a: -girl 

jtrsV coitte fNDiih the hurseryy and desirouis by'^ure 

' ' ^B-gi^t'lihtf^batnd, ill' ah afiair on which thehaf^btesa 

of^'tfer wli6te life depends, can AfeMier deserve^MUiat 

' rfes|fect: i(6ir 6bni9idcr^tion whibh i^^due teethe eheice 

,' of her parent*, who have profited' by ^Ep^riehee^^viid 

ire'hot' Mhid^ by passion. c-' • Va ^ "* 

' ' But what the 'Asiatic woihen have 'mc^*' man** the 
European,* both by law and custom, niay 6e ranked 
under ef^A/ heads. ' ' -^ ■• ' 

I^irsi, " Their power over thepropeily'ahcl chitdren 

of the husband, by custom;'' for the inAi '6T Asia. 

consider the principaV objects of 'marriage, ifter'^the 

' procreation of their species for the worehip* of 'Gody 

two things, — ^the one to have their money and effects 

taken * care o^ and the other to have theif* cnildrcn 

' " brought up; so that they themselves^ beiiigldft eritlrdy 

' ' ' aisengage^ biihcse concejhs; may* t«fli*^^^wbolft 
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«dt«^oivs 'to the atuitlmeht '#f their rmxmB (tnrsititsv 
ISM ciM fUrty thertftM^ of whatever wealth th^ 
MfUnrft, thef give in thai^6 to their wives) md tiiUs 
dMiiitMBen huve it in their power tb annihilate in tat 
di^' the pnodnett of a. whole lifie. 'Although diiv 
wAAcfta happenf, yet it is o£ben th&>case^/vu!here ihie 
hmbaftd having amassed a large fortune in ycnth and 
power^ has delivered it in charge ;to< iiis/ ^fe, amd' 
ttqniies it hack in his old age and n^oe&si^^;r|^he doci^ 
net allow him more than suffici^t:.&r iiis. daily 
•upporty and lays. the rest lip^ in a placjft of . ftecerityy ^ 
titolsake of her children* And sOt great jjs^bepo^er 
thojr jx>6s^ss^.a#to tbq dip^^sl of their chil^tkeH, Ihat 
ftoqueettlyT they are bixmght up w'ithi^wt any education, 
or die in childhood ; for the .women, on accoimt o{i. 
their, little sense, are never pleased to part with their 
children^ by sending them to school, and to acquire 
experience by travelling ; and when they fall sick, 
ttiqf.give them improper medicines, by the advice of 
their own. confidants, or, from their softness of hearty 
indulge them in whatever it is the nature of the- sick 
to take a lon^ng for, and thus they cause their death. 

^'S^ccndr^ Their powerj by custom, as to the mar- 
riage oF- tHeif children, and choice of their religious 
fitith ;"• for if the husband wishes to give one of them ' 
iil'nharriage to a person the wife disapproves ctf, the 
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match does not .tAke^pl^eJ^'bllt} tbf9> olbec • wi^ybit 
geoerally;;4pe6. AU the Q)iU4ire0^ ba^ m^ mA 
£emale^'£rom .beifig mostly .in the comply qf.lb^. 
laQ^hi^^-and Ipokii^ /upon her i^ th^ro pm^fif^Mr 
agMnst 'thitr fiftther,: whocn, an ;jicoouxit dF ^hi^ wiidiiiig^ 
toihaFc them^fiductted^ they consider thmr tonnentQlq^ 
foUoMTiilkbe jdifgioui ' ttjxets of tbder xpothciV iWMbioiK 
ttijDii . pinfecl? i istMDigers to those of their &tfae& /.'^'k, 
o^Mi h)q>p(t];^ >;(rhei>e the wife ir a Shy% • atidr4br 
htisband a Soony, the children, having been Sfay^ 
ft&tOk iSmt Wfi natQra} dispoBttton and the instruct 
trott« of tbetntJther, «peak disrespectfully of the 'bhiefl 
of theS<>6tty 86Ct ih their fetfie^^l presence} mA Hi^y 
who alb hte life nevfer bore such -language froma^' 
person, but was even ready to put the .spedcer of it to 
death, has -no redress, but patientlymbuiitting^to heair 
it'firopfrthem, as, on account of their want of undbri' 
standing, they are excusable; andthus, by ireqnept 
repetition, his^ attachment to hia faith is shaken, vast^ ■ 
ici'the course of time,- he either entitdy forsakes il$ 
or-remains but -lukewarm in it.- * .. - •../!- 

' Thirdf - " Their authority over their- servaots ;V;4bf - 
the servants of the male apartments, the keeping 9|d 
changing of whom are in the hands^ of the^husband^ 
through fear of exposing themselves to ^e • dis*-, ; 
pleasui)^ or complaints, qf the wifei when Jthft fields 
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ft |]^{!>ef«of)i()ottunitiy, by ihm oommitting. somei&ulV 
whidf; sirvftnts . are continuftliy doing, are ; more t)be^. r. 
dient to her than to their own >inaslev; and -tbe; 
servaatl^. of 'the zenana^ whom the iirif6)has the. itture 
of retamihg x>r turmng cS,, 5tand so muchrin aiRGeiirfw 
their migtress, that maay of thorn paas* their^sirhQle > 
lives in the .zenana, without ever .^oaoeiidoming^itntotj 
the larescncc of the husband : mtmiOfAimf^ jitee»<; 
p^rforqt any service for him at all ;; and ptbm^iwtfoi^ = 
dgb .fE^iter not iato discourse, with, hiij^;;;* ajud y^n 
w<)l|ie(ii. are so obstinate ;,in tbi^ ref pect^ ^j^IjLejf: bus-^.^ 

ba^id^.mver: cap turn off one of tbffse, a^{^;l^)j^Ml^ : 

■ ' " - •. ■ - ^ 

hw^y^iiy jQomplaint gainst them is a i^o^i^nend^y^kHi,.:' 
ixk^.tlwM favour; and his reco m m^ajfttiiw • bft» Vf» . j 
efept pf: jBomplaifitji hy sutijecting .t^em tfx,,ti^ifj,:. 
iXHftretfis's r^sentm/ei^tv Conjtraryjto tbif^is .t^ jn^g^ ^^ 
ner of the European ladies^ who have not theic-i^xwa^ 
wyii^i^t^ tj^eir G^l(k serv^ts^ but iive jpo^ 

Ul^ ^flean^- familiar gu^ts in their h^jisfaand'f bonifies ^; 
mA tbe bpusehold establishment. and ^quip^e ^fjngi/ 
k^^cooimqn to both, if any part^.as the carfj#ge;i£^.: 
enmpli^ is> previously employed by :, t|^e - 4:91^ ^ .tibe;d 
otl^, jbas to. wait till it is. disengaged. Qf thiart^£[ jj^q 
no dpub^ that if a quarrel ensues b^two^n^-im Jl^Usiik^/j 
hoQband and ^ife^ the wi& has to k»vejet)|<$iiho}is.^T 

aad sedL hss dinxv^ epithet at hm:fatheidft.oi»jairia>d'Sf :> 
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-whereas in Asia^ it is the hwbaad that hfts .ia gp out$. 
for frequwrttly i Aeiutensils of jcookery are not k^pt iji..^ 
the male- apaitments. \» ' ii 

•'Bburiby ^f The freedom^ by custom^ of -the AmlUip^^ 
ivtHiMn from acsisUDg in the business of the hufibandy : 
ortotvicroS hta^'gucata ;": iwhereas this is geoorally 
thdidutyvof^BuTopean wives, whether their husboada 
be>irfru g«»lee)'4)ti»iheBS9 siuch as jewdlery^nubrcery^: 
of^fierfusM^^ £e^/ the more servile ones : I have seea 
mairy ifWfe froinihcSr. dinner, to answer the demdndi^ 
of a' purchaser : '^8 although ail these dutieif are no* 
rei^rei! of^tfic fatdies, yet some, especially the entct** ' 
taihitig^th^'^giiest^^ carving and helping the dishes at 
tabk, aiid«iaking the tea and coffee, 4»(r- generally ^^ 
perfofined by them. Now the Asiatic ladies hove i 
sueh-^dut^s' at all, but live in the^ itlttfiflep ^fcsfeie- 
deicrtbed;-' ^''''-- ""■ •• '' / '■' ■ ■•■' ■•' '^^^ 

Fiffh, ^THfe greater deference the Asiati^ladied^nd*' 
paid tc^ theiT humours^ and a prescriptive right- et^' 
tejierifftg th^it busbwds by every pretext^^ ^hi^h i$^^ 
confiid^red as constituting an essential qmt\lif43ft^ 
h^akty^tor if a wife does not put these; in practtl^^^ 
•birt ii^^iibmlssiy^ to her husband's vrtll in eveiy'tfiin;^*^ 
he^-OBiaflbsTei^soon lose their brilliancy -in his^t^^*'^ 
TlnlSyWhefi a wife goes to visit her fatheri^-sh^^^Vtit'^ 
q^tc ^tuitiilaolitei/bttsband^^tiU be haa.coiB^huiwel£t^ 
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;M¥«raL ttflMMi to feteli her^ and beeq/Mr' oSim fMted 
^ydtt" bMftking Imt prombe; and e^r^> ^wk»n 
>dkiaer k senred, by pretending .|o bn-eaigaged al^Jkhse 
•ii^iB^ Bhi'k^fk' her husbaod waitings and fdaai»mf>t 
«<lBietiH fke meat'baa gro«fln;cald4r;atid :'» th^^.^wne 
^iianoer. at M-time^^^r .H^uqing^qiiie)^ iftMi 
%li^p &lheik^a4ioiifte4&«oqaidefedcaa«4ig&i; tjdimijams 

ill ; audi Qomuig.>9odn . iQ . diBiMNrt thf^r^ttusA:: iieM)^ 
die> d»post^n>^f a iiiuiigiy^;vbe^gitt;' r In xthet^ and 
4Rich^like^ theiuisbandl b^ nofthlilg- far it bdt pa- 
tienGe5' itiiy^ it eiier pleases him*^ r>I Iulv6 knd\vU df 
4na]i!f >beautifol wp^men^ Qonstatit in their aflfection, 
Imd-Mb^fenft t0'tlKrir liwsbtad^ night and'day^ vrimm, 
ftv sot 'hftvfng these qualities, the hlisbaiMb'liave 
l|ttieJd9^thr^of> an A' unjustly deserted, fat tlak sake 
of plain women who possessed them. * ■ ^ 

v!'''')8WM^^h4^r^fer -teliMice phced by the Asiatic 
iiuiMildfe' on ftbie^ ^yres- Virtue, \mh frbiak tew a»d 
imHtbmi-'. \RofFi*« to dhe Europe^ri -ladies, although 
iHeJh^aAigo ovrtOf dolors, and di^cdiirse w4th «tito4> 
f^>^ Ai^k iioiy^I<»#ed5 unless they have-a.tnltfiy 
^tiwjaiHldiig with -thfem, either t)!f the husWrtd's oi* 
Ae^aAer'srj, ttW ileefring oUt rfl feTg^t is alSokitelf 
dentM theniyf=i4contrary to ^ the* wa^ * of iVt ^Asiitic 
ladies, who, when they go to the hofe»'<>f W*llW**^ 
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their acqtiamtalfce, though their ;hiiisbaftd^ be entire 
• strangers^ are not attended by any person of the hus- 
band's or fether's, and they spend not-only one or two 
nights in that house^ but even a whole week ; aild*in 
•och a house, although the master is prohibited enter- 
ing' the apartments where they are, yet the young men 
of fifteen, bdonging to the £a.mily or relations, under 
the name of children, have free access, and eat with 
and entdr;into the amusements of their guests* 

Seuenthf ^ Their share in the children, by law,-* 
For if a divorce happens, the sons go to the father, 
and the daughters to the mother; contrary to the 
custom here, where, if a divorce takes place, the 
mother, who for twenty years may have toiled and 
consupded herself in bringmg up her children, has 
to abandon all to the father, and, full of grief and 
affliction, leave his house. 

Eighth, ^^ The ease, both by law and custom, with 
which the wife may separate herself from her husband, 
when there may be a quarrel between them, without 
producing a divorce." Thus the wife, in an hour's 
time after the dispute, sets off with the children a^d her 
property to the house of her father or relations, and 
uutil the husband makes her satisfaction she does 
not return: and this she can always do, without 

a moment V44^y« 

Vol. II. E E 



